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PREFACE 



J DO not rememhr that ever 1 experienced 
the Power bf Poetry fo firongly as in 

Mr Pope's Eflay. Ji^at Author is 
there who is net iejf in a Tranjlation ? And'' 
what Poet who is not- mi/repre/ented in- • 
Ptefe ? If any are to be excepted^ Mr Pope " 
is one of the firft. We find in hm oite of 
the moji judicious RemarHi in Horace ex~- 
n^y veriffd. 

*' IT is not enough to confiHutea'Poem; 
"■ that the Verfes he compofed of certain 
*'■ Wordsin-Numher and Meajiire, ift whea 
** you d^ace- them f theExpreffions- are re^ 
"■ duced to mere Profe. But change the Si^ 
*' taatisn andOrder of ibtfe Words as mucB ■ 
**■ as joK pleafe, there will always remain ■ 
** a certain noble and fublime Air^ thatjiiti ■' 
** r^tiins the. Rafture of Poetry^" • 

429027 



.11 PREFACE. 

^HE Juftice which I have mw d^ne 
Mr Pope U agreeable iv the public Voice* 
Shis goes fo far, that I have feen fever or 
ef his Readers admire him^ like the reft, 
tbo* they did not underftand him, and in^ 
deed were very far from underftanding him* 
I am f leafed with tiAnJdng that a f^ Unes 
from his Pen have had Credit enough U) re^ 
€oncile the Vulgar to the Notion of a Plura- 
lity of fVorldsy which a great many Perfons^ 
even no^y refufe to admits However^ this 
%s a Notion that our Agf has gjreat Reafin to 
iongraiulate itfelf upon ;• it feems to ma f0 
he of very great life to raife our Admiratioif 
0f the incomprehenftble If^t$ity of our Cre^ 
4itor^ 

I never find myfelf more fenftbly touched 
with the Pleafure of Exifting, . (bati when I 
apply my/elf to run through the Gradations of 
Beings. The little Knowledge which J have 
in the Anatomy of Plants^ . and their FruitSy^ 
makes them already ^appear tome a Ssityeif 
worthy of encbaufting my Admiration^ llof^ 
' wx/^^ in the Search of the DifirAn^m of 
their Clafjes^ their G^nera^ Species^ ami 
Individuals^ which j clofdy eMmit^d^, prefent 
"mw and undft^rmtMUt li^etkesMween' 

them; 



P It E F A C K it. 

^m* Wbitt f'ranjforis do T feel when I 
attend to what Mr De Reaumur bus difc9* 
0eiver'd to ms (which be snakes us hope that 
he will' ftill continue to do) about the fmaUeft 
irf animal Beings^ and which the Ignorance 
and fiufid Negligence of ^en made them 
lock upon with fo mu£b Contempt} In Ffo^ 
portion as my Tajiefor 4be Knowled^ tf 
Nature grows Jlrong and a^hances^ H^ 
fiems to me that our Earth alone contains 
Wonders en&ugjb to take up whole Lives inj^, 
titely hnger than mine. 
K &Uit &fH gi^es Light to fifPten^ other 
planets^ and perhaps a greater Numbeir toA 
far off to be mftble to our Sights '-^elefcopes 
have taught us that the Number of Suns if 
eihov^ ait Computafionj and that hyond this 
innkinerable MuUiiude^ whofe Dijance Jkr^ 
paffes all hnagmletion^ it is very. probaUa 
that an u^ounded I^mM/ity is Jill fiUei 
with CreatHres^ for the Wifiiom and Powti^, 
of God are al^httelyinjinite^. 
'BUT dhotis this- Syfiem itjelfof in»u^ 
merable €r^tureh infinite as it i^fupp^ed^ 
ieompared Wtb tbi Infin^ ^fGod*? There h. 
kn infinite IX^naOy between what receiv^JI 
Us ^bok &c^hme^ e^e^hore^ a»d the if^ 



u P R E f; a^ cr ei 

Beings the alfd^tely Infinite^ wbofs Exi/h 
tnce is necejfarily eternaU • . . ^ 

WHA^ am I thetij a Bile Particle^ an 
'Atom of tbh Imnienfity ? What . am /, in • 
comparifon^ of the adorable infinite God I 
Nothing. J kfe Jtgbt of mjfelf in tins Ahyfs : 
But I foon. find.myfelf again^ and that with 
Rapture* .. I am a\ Part of this. immenfi^ 
fVork : The . almighty Hand of its great 
and all-powerful Author formed me too. He 
fitw^ and ^fihl fees aU bis Works. . Tbere^ is 
none hut exifis by himy none but what i4 
frefent' to bim.\ ^ere. i^: no Ob}c.Si^fo little j 
upon which it is fo £aff. for me to fix mf 
Sight y as fqr him t$ m^ike' an infinite Num^ 
^ prefent'Jo him. I. am . then bono^ired 
fpuitbkh Regflrd^ I ^v^. nothing from^ iwy- 
filf^ but ..'alii from binf.' How ghrioufly do(s 
fbis fought drawjme/rom Non-Exiftence ! 
J feem to myfelftoming Qtit ^nothing, In 
*kk Supppfifm I findmyf^fqbliged conflanh 
ly toftudy myfelf^ [in o^dfr to, acquire a Known, 
ledge cf Mibat X have recei^ed^ and render 
thanks to fbjEi adorable Author of my Beitig 
fqr aU bis Gifts 9 and Jo confirm myfelf in tbet, 
Vfetbat I ought to make^of them. If I^4S^ 
(S^nMf^:4* C^WCi ^/ Iknmneitier fronts 
I ' 4. whence^ 



PR E F A C E: It 

vi^m^ leame^ nor to what 1 vk^s affoint^ 

tdy my $f^n M^yiwct vkould he a Bitrthin, 
tome^ and liquid not have any Regard fof^ 
9. Bntas I am the }Fork of my Cod^ tbt 
Creator of the IMverfej I cannot help cpm^ 
gratutatk^ fnjfelf upon iny E^ifteuct: J 
iionnet help loving^ praijhg^ and resferen^, 
ting myfdfy and fearing to dijhononr myfi^ 
iy NegUffmies. and JDeviatms^ Since latm 
no kmger for myfilf^ all my DejSres tend ta 
difeemr. what I ou^ to do with myfe^^ 
With this Defire thefe Mea^amfe : I find ik 
^)filf » Menitor that Uucpis me what J^ 
ought to he emplofd in while I live^ and 
pfrfuadesfne what J have to hope for. after 
Heaih. JVbh a Eear^ howemer^ ef hein^ 
flattered by thefe- agreeable Hopes j and de^ 
coming myfelf in Jhe ^ Ghoieo of .my Einphf-^^ 
mfintXt I come to perceive a JUght whicb 
Socrates hid fi much wijh^id for\, and 
^ieb be hif^d :fhat God would, hMOur Man^ ^ 
kind:wiik^ I conimce myfi^. ef. the TrutB* 
of a RevektibOy . which grass an uhfhake§f^ 
Conjiahcy io all that R^aibfi had already 
infiruSled mo in^ and profents me ftUlwitb 
. new ObjeSs and' new Hop^s. It is fo far 
pom heing pofihlo tbaf-thk ghing ^m^e{f up, 

to 
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to theje glomus Expellations Jhould he'Ju'^ 
fpeSied of Fride^ that it would U Ingrati^ 
tude^ Sbame^ Haugbtine/sj and Brutality^ 
not to tend with all my Powers to that. 
Rank to which liim^caUid^ Infinite Good-^ 
nefs\has created Men capahle -of making a. 
free Choice^ capable of Self-determinationa 
in order to enter into treaty with them^ /^ 
ie loved: of tbem'.by Cisice^ to honour thevp 
hy a Goodnefs thai furpajes all Underhand* 
i^iy h J^furns of 'his JfeSiom towards^ 
Beings capable of giving themfelves to him^ 
from whom they received all^ and $o whom, 
they entirely, belong. . . .... 

WHOEVER wUlfoUow.thefi^rutbt^, 
(and where is it that they do notxleadjo t)^ 
Whoever will make Tryal of them^ wUl find- 
here the folid and infinite Happinefs for. 
which our Soul was formed. And as there • 
is one jAiment thetmoft common of allj and- 
ef which the refi have need^ in order to make' 
them the better relifbed^ in like man^ 
ner is there a Stock cf RefleSlionsj which is^ 
the Bafts of our Pleafurcy and heightens* 
the Value (f all ihe innocent Amufements ; 
that Life prefents us with. All the Charms 
^ Sights all. the DMights <f Muftc^ all the^ 

Relijb 
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RiUfi ^f Fruits and other Food^ all the 

Fleajure of Converfe^ aU the Joys of Friend^ 

jpbipj derive a new Falue^ and are infinitely 

enhanced by the Conftderation that thefe are 

the Gifts ef the great Governor of the 

W^rk^ hf whom w$ are helwefd. 

-STl Thoughts like theje we animate our^ 

/elves withu frefo^ f^dr to fulfil our Duties^ 

fVhat anew Matter of Admiration is this! 

"To what does this Duty tend ? To perfeSl 

'iwrfelvesj and render us ufeful to other 

Men^ our Equals^ our Brethren^ who are 

the Work of our ammen 'Mit^^ and there" 

fore Subjeffs vKfrtby of out AffeStiony E^ 

Jieem^ and Refpett."' 

PERSONS of this Turn of Thought 

bend all their Attention to become true^ fin-- 

lere^ and friendly ; they difiribute with Joy 

their external Goods ^ and with ftill greater 

Earneftnefs thofe of thiir Mind 5 they ap^ 

^ fly themfelves with the utmoft Care to a 

fcrupulous Examination^^ in order to affure 

.themfelves of what is true^ and to intro^ 

duct lit i^ the Mind of others^ who are 

iiot fo ^capable of inftruSling themfelves. 

THESE are a Series of Ideas which 
came into my Mind upon refleSling ^n fome 

Lines 
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JjMel of Mr Fopes E&y^ fbo^ I 
^wrUtM tbtm^ U was: not tmtb a Defigtt M 
$reju^t ny Rioders eithor m Favour tf 
the Bffiiy UfHfi or the E^tainatioki wlncl^ 
X ba%H k^' tie £dkorty\ to mate of U*. 
My only EniiBoas to gfvtmy Readers fimi. 
J^fiame So form right Notms of tbiSlii*^ 
j<& beib^Abe om Mdt 4bt otbtr*. 
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EXAMINATION 



O F 



Mr P O P E's 

Essay on MAN, 



To Monf: 



^c. 



YO U rcqueft. Sir, that I would 
communicate to you theThoughts 
which occurred to me upon read- 
ing Mr Pope'*^ Effay. It is a Pleafure to 
obey you ; indeed I can refufe you no- 
thing, and I am at leifure. But do not 
let it enter into your Thoughts to look 
upon what I am going to write, as a Cri- 
ticifm ; for you will be extremely mifta- 
ken. From my Youth I have always felt 

B a 



a Examination of 

a great Averfion for that Spirit ; the very 
•Name of it is odious to me. My firfl: In- 
clination carries me to acquiefce in what- 
ever is proposed to rtle. I have always 
need of Violence to bring myfelf to ob- 
ject, and. nothing ever determines me to 
an Examination, but the Fear of deceiv- 
ing myfelf, and afterwards drawing others 
into N^ftakes. Befides, I am coo well ac- 
quamted with the Charms of Poetry, to 
engage with a Poet who has already ac« 
qtrir'd fo great a Name. 

Thro* a Profe Tranjlation I feel the 
Power of his Enthufiafni ; I have never 
talk*don this Subjedl with, any one Pterfon, 
whohas not own'd that Mr Pope is at leaft 
a ffiining Author. It concerns the. Inter- 
eft of Mankind that Geniufes of this Cha- 
racter fhould be likewife judicious and 
circumfpeft. Their Errors are contagi- 
ous, we give into them with Pleafure, 
and 'tis not withput Difficulty that we 
diffent ; efpecially, when they think in 
fuch a Manner as tends ever fo little to fa- 
vour the ruling Pafllons, and in general 

that Inclination fo univerfal in Men^ to di« 

reft 



Mr Pop^^f JSJ/ay (m Man. 3 

jf rtdi. thcmfelvcs according to their own O- 
i- . piniohSt and not to beai* their Satisfaftion 
:- to be molefted by any Reproach. I am 
s far from prejudicing myfelf againft Mr 
Pope^ by imagining that his End was to 
countenance fuch Inclinations, and to gain 
Applaufe from Readers of this Charafter. 
I havefuppofed him to have had in view 
that End I wilh*d him^ Iii reading him 
I have endeavoured to turn his Exprefli* 
ens into a good Scnfe, and have conftantly 
been fearful of laying fuch Principles to his 
Charge as I toUld not avoid condemning. 
Thie Subjed he has undertook to write 
upon riequircs our chief Regard, and *tis 
of the litrtioft Importance to us to be fo* 
lidly ihftrufted in it. God is an Objeft in- 
firtitciy mbre €k&lted, and therefore more 
\«rorthy obr j^tterition. But if we do not 
knd\y oQrfel ves, hbw ihall we arrive at the 
Knowledge of God our Creator ? What 
can we <io moire to bur Advantage than to 
inform ourfelves clearly in thefe Quefti- 
ons t Md^e I always exifted ? If my Ext- 
ftenct had n Begxnnihg^ am I an BffeSl of 
Caufes which have no Intelligence ? which 

B 2 aSf 



4 Examination^ 

a£i without an End ? and which formed me 
without knowing why or how they adjufted 
the Parts of my Body^ and caufed this Self 
of mine which thinks^ to be born with this 
Body? 

In order to acquire the Knowledge of 
what I am, it is expedient to examine my 
Body : This Application is very far from 
being a Matter of Indifference. It is ftill 
of more Importance to ask one*s fclf — — 
Am /, who thinks a Part of this Body ? Or 
am I a Subjlance difiinSIfrom it ? I find my- 
felf capable of forming Ideas ^ of comparing 
them, of perceiving their Connexions or Qp- 
pofttionsy of acquiefcing in Principles^ and 
drawing Confequences from them. If I ne- 
gleSl to make ufe of thefe T'alents and Gifts^ 
which the Author of my Nature has endowed 
me with J fhall not I be anfwerabU. for the 
Ignorance in which I live ? And if I do not 
make a good Ufe of them^ fhall not I bean- 
fwerable too for the Errors into which I may 
fall ? 

This is, I think,, a rough Draught of 

^ the Method in which we ftiould ftudy our- 

fclves. But one may be both a Philofo- 

pher 



Mr Pop e^j E//ay m Man. 5 

pher and Poet. To write as a Philofophef 
we mud conform ourfelves to this Method, 
or one like it ; whereas, a Poet is the Ma- 
tter of his Subjeft, and in this Quality he 
difpofes it as he thinks proper. The Phi- 
Jofbpher takes a Pride in giving Inftrufti- 
on, in revolving Difficulties, anddiffipating 
Doubts and Obfcurities. But the Poett 
without any Intention to deceive, aims to 
furprize, to agitate, and wholly to en- 
gage his Reader. Mr Papers Eflay in par- 
ticular feems to me an Imitation of the E- 
pic Poem. Homer begins his with the 
Wrath of Achilles^ and in his Progrefs finds 
means to recur to the Original of the Tr^- 
/jan War. Mr Pope begins his EJfay on 
Man^ by attacking his Pride ; and his En- 
thufiafm inflaming his Averfion and Con- 
tempt of this Vice, he cannot fuflTcr a- 
ny thing which has the leaft Tendency to 
it, evenin the Chiefs of the Univerfe. Af- 
ter having fall*n. feverely upon their Ambi- 
tion, he gives himfelf the utmoft Liber- 
ty, and his Reader too grants it him, with 
regard to Man in general. He begins with 
promifing a good deal ; and his Reader 

B 3 allur^cS 




6 E X A M I K A T 1 O N (?/ 

allur'd thereby, ta!kes heart to follow him 
thro' all his bold Career. He makes him 
hope for Diverfion, v. 15. but 'tis an in- 
nocent one. ' 

Lauih when we mufty — «- 

This we are obliged to him for. After- 
wards he gains our Efteem by adding — 



be candid where we can* 



And at laft we refpedflilly give ourfelves 
up to his Guidance,- when he finifhes the 
Period in Terms fo becoming a Man of 
Senfe ■ ' 

But vindicate the Ways of God to Man. v. 16, 

He is to fpeak of the reft en pajfant : But 
this is the End^^. we expeft, he will never 
lofe Sight of. 

After an Invitation to Rapture and 
Wit, which we fhould find it difficult to 
refufe, Mr Pope enters upon his Subjeft , and 

gives us reafon to hope that he will at 

once 



Mr PopbV EJfa»f on Man. 7 

once treat of God and Manf* This Plan 
is a very judicious' one. What Benefit 
would the Knowledge of oyrielves afibril 
us, if we remain ignorant of our Creator ?. 
I know nothing of myfelf, if I know not 
from whence I came. It 19 with great 
Propriety too that he adds» ^Tis ours to 
feek God in that World wherein he has 
placed us ^. This Notion is exa&ly a- 
greeable to that of thofe fage Divines who 
put a Dift]n<51:ion between fearching what 
God is in himfelf, and what he is with re- 
fpedl to us, that is to iay, thofe Relations 
he has been pleafed to enter into with Man. 
The Light of Revelation is entirely con- 
formable to this Plan, and it inftru^b us 
chiefly in that which God judges proper to 
be with regard to us. 

Tho" 



f MrYa^sWordsan : 

Say firft of God above, and Man bdow. 

What can we reafon^ bat from what we hsmn ? 

Essay mMan, Efifi^ I. a/. 17, i8t 

* Mr Croafaz has this Difilch in njttnn : 
Thro' Worlds unnumber'd tho' the God be known* 
Tis ours to trace him only in our bwn» v. 22. 



8 Examination cf 

Tho' Mr Pope asks, v. i^. 

... / . 

Of Man what fee we but bis Station here ? 

he had faid a little before, v. 3, 4. 

«»..^... Life can little more fupply 
Thin jti/i to look about us and to die* 

This is, indeed, very little, and Ihould 
fcem hardly worth the Trouble of com- 
pofing a Book. 

B u T I hope, Sr, you have not forgot 
a Remark which I almoft begun with ; it 
is, that the Poet is Mailer of his Subjed, 
Writers of this Sort have long been grant- 
ed a Power of chuHng what they think 
fit to fay, and difpofing it in what Order 
they pleafe. Mr Pope makes it appear at 
firil Sight,, that his Defign is to humble 
Man : This is an End he always keeps in 
view, and certainly nothing is more little^ 
or more contemptible . than Man, if this 
be all his Lot. To finilh a Courfe fo Ihort, 
fo laborious, fo perplex'd and dark, is not 
worth the being born for. 

In order to fupport the Right he aflumes 

to 
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^ lode upon Man with (b much Con* 
tempt) he bears him down with Quefti"^ 
QII& After having led him thro' the 
Itmneniities of Sp^cc and innumerable; 
Worlds that fill the Extent of the U- 
Qiyerfet after having imitated a Flight 
€if Homer ^ and fpoken of the gr€a$, 

t 

— — — which draws all to agrn^ 

, Jlnd drawn fupport% —- — — 

Verfcjjw 

he docs not give him Time to recover 
Breath, but aflcs him) with an infulting 
Air, 

PrefumpttMis Man ! the Reafin woulffi thmfini 
Why fomfd fi weak^ fi little^ and fo blind \ 
flrji^ if th&u canjty the harder Reafin guefs^ 

j Tf%y firnfd no weaker^ Hinder^ and no lefs ? 

' Afkof thy Mother Earthy why Oaks were made 
Tatter or Jironger than the Wieds they Jbadef 
Or afk of yonder argent Fields above ^ 
Why Jores Satellites are lefs than Jove ? 

Verfc 35, f^c. 
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lo Examination^ 

It is an eafy Matter to perplex a Man'^ 
rfter having (hipified him with fo n\any 
and fuch great Objefts, which he has 
been forced to run through in Co rapid 
a Manner-, and I am pcrfuaded, that 
the major Part of Mr Pope*s Readers 
wiH .find themfdves reduced to Silence, 
and will think that Way the mofte- 
ligible. However, (aj we have no 
need to enquire of the azure Plains m 
order to be informed by them how It 

comes 
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(a) See the fubfequent Verfes. 

. ReJpeSling Man whatever wrong we call:. 
May J muft be right j as relative to AIL 
In human ffbrls^ though laboured on with Pain^ 
A tboufand Movements fcarce one Purpofe gain ^ 
In God'sy one Jingle can its End produce^ 
Tet ferves to fecondtoo fome other Ufe. 
So Man J who here feems principal alone^ 
Perhaps ,iUfs fecond to fome Sphere unknown^ 
Touches fome Wheels or verges to fome Goal ; 
^Tis but a Part we fee^ and not a Whole. 

Ep. L vec. 51, ^c. 



; 



comes CO pafs that the Satellites of Ju^- 
ter are lefs than the great Planet to whofe 
Ufes they arc affign'd ; it was not necefla- 
ry for Urn to have them larger» and the 
Bignefs of our Moon is fufficient for us. 
Oaks are much larger than the Shrubs that 
grow at their Feet) and their Fruits are of 
a difierent Ufe from that of thofe Shrubs. 
AnimaU Hand in Need of this Abundance^ 
and the Timber of Oak is. of great Ser- 
vice to Hi in our Edifices and Ships. Mr 
Pope (I repeat it) has not undertook to give 
us a compleat Syftem of human Nature^ 
His Intention was not to extricate us from 
our Ignorance, but to mortify our Pride, 
And left we fhould be miftaken here, and 
bound hirldcas of Man too much, he in- 
fmuates from the Beginning, that Man 
comprehends much more than he defigns 
to mention, v. 6, 7. 

A mighty Maze ^ but not mthut^ a Plan \ 

A Wild where W^di ani FUweri primifiumi JbQ(if^ 

He hints by this at the Contradiiflions 
which are found to be included in Man. 
Several Authors have difcourfed very wife- 

17 
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Jy and judicioufly upon our Excellencies 
and Defeats, and 'tis inconteftable, that 
we are obliged by our Duty to the Necef- 
fity of ftudying ourfelves either in one 
or other of thefe Lights. 

A Man who can be fatisfied to be igno- 
rant of the Value of thofe Talents which 
God has given him, does not elevate his 
Mind in Thankfgiving, but pafles his Life 
la a voluntary and criminal Ingratitude: 
On the other hand, a Man who does not 
make a proper Animadverfion upon his 
Weakncfs, may eafily prefume too much 
on his Strength, and not be circumfpefk 
enough in his Study of himfelf and other 
pbjefts. But Mr Pope has not entered into 
an Engagement of exhaufting his Sub jeft. 
He was not obliged to it, he cprifin'd him- 
felf to a Poem in which he unfolds only 
Pari of Man. 

When a young Tree leans on one Side, 
and by that means forms a difagreeable 
Figure, we are not content to fet it up- 
right, but bend it rather more than it 
ought on the oppofite Side. This is a vulr 
gar, but a juft Comparifon. Mr Pope^ 

that 



that he rt\^y the more eflre£):uall^ cpnv 
pafs his ^ad« dpes not Hpruple to nj^hfi 
ji^e of ipxaggerated igl^prcflVQAS* Verfe 

Why femti p ixkak^ fi Btb^ andfi blmd? 

W;e are very far. from b.eing nptbing 
i»it Wcakflpfs^ for^ with reg;a;:d r» 
^ Bpdy^ Man has wy.entied Machines^ 
by the Means of which he $:an lifp 
|^(} tranipprt ;Bvir4en^ too hea^vy for 
jijip .^Vpng^ft ^Animal ^ aj|i4 as xp thp 
Mmd?- «> wfi^ir a Le;Dgth Jh^ye Difcpver 
jilfe ^^a4y\tw« <:awed^ aftd I^^jw.J.argf 

A. W*f :*\PF^ fbr.-^^f? whp arp 
-^Kying to ufe their Endeavours^ to ex*- 
tend them farther ! 

'~ Tk i "TeVms, Tiiile inS^great, are r?- 
iafive "Tmn»f^ this is' fo tr^ idkiswt 
Ve at the fame time both Yery^greatand 
y^ry liiJtie:,' I^pr is thj^'pec^^ us i 

H^Vt .v-e m.Objefts.fcijt .wb#t:are at th? 
ii»m^ Time lofijwfiely gi^WiftwJ^afioii^iy 
fttde; ^As ito >that Bliwdnefc which Mr 
Pi)^^ imputes to us, the £xpreffion « 
ftrohg, but metaphorical. 'We are if'^oc 

C born 
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"born blind, ^^\i' have the 'inirtiediate 
Uft of our ' Eyes. With regard to ' bur 
Underftainding, -'tis true, we are borii in 
Ignorance, but we are born likewifc witfa 
an Ability of extriaatipg. pi»tfeives..fi:om 
it.^ It' is ia )Siur' Power -^ tp pFo^uceJn 
ourfelves a Knowledge capable of en- 
lightning us -, we are born very imperfeft, 
but with the rich and invaluable Prefent 
of being able ourfelyea to work out (yut- 
^own Perfeftion; ' ^ . . ; j :; / . 

'^ I w'r L L idd too j(but by the way) that 
the Queftion why ^we are formed fo weak', 
fb little, and fo blind, may be interpreted 
in an ill Senfe ; for 'tis to ourfelves that 
wfe <>ught to iiDpute Ott^ di) Errors. A 

Thiio^ 
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(a) Mr Pd/tf:in this Plac^ confider s Maa . pi^Jr 
iofaia iv^iyro/ Sute; aadodpes not.fpe^kof his.^f- 
ral brfe£Js. • Nor^ does >e j at ail-difTen^ tiom SoU- 
mn^ in defcribing Man as weak, and ' Iftele, - ati4 
blind f^ for fa lie certainly is, wiien comp»ef witi 
Beings of a Riperior Rank, and yet may be very pep- 
fed in his own. For (as Mr Crw/2r« obfcrv'd of 
great ^nd ////i^J[ .Perfcftion is a. relative Term, and 
varies i(3 ^igaification according as it is differently 
apply'd. . • 
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Philofopber, who knew more than MrP^?/?^, 
than I, and many other Men» after having 
well confider'd it, ftands faft to this Truth, 
That Goi made Man upright^ hut they have 
Jhught out many Inventions^ that is to fay, 
they have reafonM wrong, they have fought 
out thofe Reafonings, and been pleafed 
with them. 

From all this I conclude, that Mr 
Pd j)e\ Pn e m onghr not t o di fcour age us. 
If Mr Pofe Ihould be alked, how it comes 
•to pafs that he, fo weak, fo Httic, lo 
blind a Poet, could prefiimc to bring 
Homer bacic again to Life, and make him 
a Native of England, worthy the Admi- 
ration, not only of the Age wherein he 
lived, but of all Pofterity ? All who are 
acquainted with Mr Pope^ and I among 
them, though I have not that Honour, 
would be extremely offended at fuch a 
Queftion. 

NfR Pdpe fcems to run the Hazard of 
an Anflprer to the Queftions h^has raifed, 
and even propo^s one with a Confidence 
which looks very unlike a Genius that.bc- 
llevcs itfclf ta be little^ weaky and blind. 

^ C 2 Then, 



n 



l6 ExAMINAtlON ^ 

Then, in the Scale of Life and Senfe, 'tis plain , 

There mujl be feme where fuch a Rank as Man. 

V. 48. 

This Confequence, which he aflerts to 
be fo evident, he draws from Mr Leibnit^s 
Syftera,, which is, that the infinite fFifdom 
of the Creator muji of all fojftble S^epu 
have preferred the Bejif and that in which 
every Thing fhould be compleat^ 

Perhaps, Sir, you are acquainted 
with this Syftem only in generaJ, and in 
a fuperficial Manner. I will, therefore, 
firft give you a true Idea of it as briefly 
as poiTible, and then confider it as de- 
livered by Mr Pape, whom 1 would not 
willingly injure, by laying Opinions to his 
Charge, which perhaps he is very far froni 
entertaining. 

Mr Leibnitz agrees, that God created 
the World, and that he is a Being quite 
diftin<Sb from his Work ^ in this he differs 
from Spinofa, who feems to have con- 
founded the Caufe wich its EfFeft. 

" God, that is to fay, the Eternal 
'' Beiogi is fuch, that it implies aContra- 

*' diftion 
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«* diftion for hi pi- not to b? ; • Infinite in 
**: Power, infinite inr Knowledge, he com^ 
•* prehends, in himfelf the Ideas of every 
** Thi^ig he has Power to give Being to, 
** An Infinity of Worlds prefents itfelf to 
*' his Min^, bojt among. the Ideas.of thefc 
•* innumerable Worlds^ there appeared 
". one whicfa^ upon the whole, prefented a 
** Work more pcrfefl: than all the others ; 
** and God, infinitely wife and infinitely 
" perfeft, was determined^ not by con- 
** ftraint, or againft his Will, but with a 
^* full and perfed: Aj^obation, to prefer 
** to all the reft theSyftem which at prer 
** fent exifts,^- and of which we ourfelves 
." make a Part: The all-perfeft Nature 
** of God did not fufFer him to chufe anv 
•« Other.'* , Thefc are the Notions of thofe 
who defend this Syftem ; there is fome- 
thing fpecious and fublime in it, and very^ 
proper to deceive* 

Let us examine what is built on thefe 
Principles. In order that the Univerfe- 
might be infallibly fuch as God its 
Creator had conceiv'd it, every Thing, 
which it comprehends muft fubfift by Ne* 

C 3. ceffity,- 
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ceflity^ and every Thing that is doing fit 
it neccffarrly and infaHibly ccmie^ta ^f^i. 
Fo R this end the World is an iinmenfe 
and univerfal Machine, compoftd of an 
infinite number of Machines all depend- 
ing one upon another ; i^eir iSprings are 
framed with fb- mHch Accuracy and Force, 
that not one of them fails of playing its 
Part ; and all ^Events which focceed one 
another^ are the imvitable CbniequenceS' 
of the firfi: Impulie that let them iit 
Motion. 

Among thefe Machines, whidi hold 
their Exiflence from the Eternal Creator, 
we are acquainted with two Sorts;, the 
one merely Corporeal, the other capable 
of Thoughts, jSentiments, Defires, fSc. 
and to thefe we have given the name of' 
Spirits, or InteMeftual Subflances. 

Man is compofed of thefe two Sub- 
fiances V but, fay thefe Gentlemen, thifr 
Truth has great need of Explanation, and 
People have been iiitherto very grofsly 
deceived in ic. 

A Body is incapable of producing any 
Thing whatever upon a Soul \ it can caufe 

neither 



Mkher Ideas^ Senlkneniis, nor Volitions 
10 be railed in it ; The Soul 4br m I^arc 
has no gredi.ter Power over 4he Body, and 
is equally incapable et4?hjsr of inclining or 
reftraining its own. What then is Manf 
According to thefe G^ntlemen^ he is this : 

As foon as one of thefe Machines whick 
we call the human Body is, by 4^e Efiedt 
of an innumerable Succeffion of Combi- 
nations, all imvitable, and necefiarily 
jpirfd to one another, arrived to a certain 
Degree of Aftivity and Bignefs ; at the 
fame Time, and by the Effeft of another 
Succeifion of Combinations equally ne- 
ceflary and inevitable, a Thinking Being 
perceives Ideas, Sentiments, Volitions,. 
cxa6tly correfponding to the diiFercntCon- 
ditions of this Body ; and among thefe 
Manners of Thinking, there is one of 
them which governs and reigns univcr? 
felly r It is the Imagination of this SouJ^ 
which perfuades itfelf that it receives Im- 
^reffions from its Body, and makes it a6t 
conformafbly to its WiH. Mere Imagina- 
thmsj fay they, perpetual Eiuftons ! 

They explain their Syftem by a Com- 

parifoo* 
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parifbn. Imagine two Clocks, fram'^d 
with fo much Dexterity, th4t neither thei^ 
Hands nor Bells ever vary the leaft 
Moment ; one might imagine that one of 
them has an Influence upon the othert 
>vhereas it is merely a Harmony that re-- 
fults from the Exadnefs of their Make. 

L BELIE v£ that I am now thinking and 
dilating Expreflions to my Amanuenfis, 
proper to. excite Ideas conformable to my 
own in, the Mind of my Readers. I 
imagine, too, that my Expreffions raife 
Ideas in the Soul of my Amanuer^,. and 
that it is from hence that the Regularity 
of his Strokes proceeds, which are exa&ly 
fuch as I would have them. No, fay 
they, there is nothing in all this. Our 
two corporeal Machines have no need of 
tiie Influence of our Souls, in order' to 
give one of them the Motion of diftating, 
and the other that of writing, as we do* 
All the Parts of the Univerfe are fo well 
connefted, and fo inevitably fubjeded to 
Motions following one another in a Series, 
that my didtating Machine was, by theCon- 
catenation of certain Succeflions,found near 

a 
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a Machine which fliould write confqrma^ 
bly to .what I pronounce, thpugh it 
heard nothing of it. 'Tis true^ my 
Soul imagines that it diftates, and is the 
Caufe of the Words which my Body pro- 
nounces > while his Soul too imagines that 
it hears thofe Sounds, comprehends their 
Signification, and diredls his Hand to form 
Charafters proper to recall thofe Sound^ 
and their Signification. But even though 
neither his Body nor mine Ihould be ac- 
companied with any Soul at all, yet the 
Effc(5t of Mechanifm. would equally hola 
good; I ihould didate, and he would 
write. What a Train of Abfurditie^ 
fprin^ from fuch a Suppofition ! If in 
•fome Planet there was nothing but Bodies 
like ours. Books would be printed there, 
which would inftruft no one, let them have 
ever fo many Readers; the/6 would be 
Difputations held on Philofophy and Re- 
ligion, Preachers would exhort to Re- 
pentance^ and make Bodies weep, who 
would not know what Repentance arid 
Sin are. 

. In another Planet (for the Univerfc 

fuffers 



fa^n !fi0- Vacmim) and the Species ought 
robedirpofed thtre iti Degrees, trithouc 
the Defauk of any one Species) in a third 
Pknet, I ^Y) thei^e wouM be found 
Thmktng Machines, or (Subftonces which 
would thmk, in an Order as conl^tant as 
that of the exafteft Machines,) everyone 
of which would innagine itfcif to receive 
Impreffions from a certain Body, and to 
produce alfo Motions in that Body, 
chough no one of thcfe corporeal Ma- 
chines fhould add, by the Order of it^ 
Motions, and the Succeffion of Ideas, 
Sentiments and Volitions, to every one of 
them a certain Thinking Subftance. 

But further. Upon our Earth, a Think- 
ing Subftance forms to itfelf the Idea of 
k fpacious Palace, and finds a real Defign 
in itfelf of building one anfwerable to its 
idea. This Projeft, though very clear, 
and connefted in ill its Parrs, would 
never be effefted, unlefs luckily there 
ihould be found a corporeal Machine, 
wound up to pronounce Sounds, and draw 
Lines, which might bear a Relation to this 

Projeft. This Machine alone however 

would 
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vmiA not forward the Exacutkyn^ it;, 
N^y, icjv^uld not be fofiicicBt that tfaf^fe 
Wof(jb flKMikl ilrike the Eai^-af 4 greap 
Numbef of ot^r Machines, and th^fe 
PraSI$ in ^\ tl^ek Pr<>|)ontipiis pi%feti£ 
tbecpffeWos <t0j th^ iiyfMEi, fiqr x\m £aiv 
su'e J&0 more caip9»Ute of hearing xth^o their 
%efi of feeing : It wouW theabe abio* 
lyttely neqeflary that every ooe of theft 
corporeal Moichines ihould be accompani*. 

c4 wiitb a Thinking Ma<;hiw, infaiUiWy 
d^vmined^o a^'0«der>€if ldeji[s, ^U con^' 
fwtQ^ to thofe of the Archu^fl;, without 
this Archi«eft's having .<jontributed either 
mediately or immediately to their Prp- 
dudion. A^ fo all thefe Machines would 
befo^d waiwiup'tQ Jbuiid^ni^ P^Rt .of 
the Work. 

But now what would happen if fifty 
of thde Malpns .fbould mter nothing but 
Fnmb^ and thirty others fpeaic only High 
Dutd)-^ they would ft and in need of an 
Interpreter. But even \n this Ca.fe» a£kd> 
with this A0iftaace> the Sewads of the;. 
French would make np improlSon upon 
the Soul of the loterpn^cer i but £heSoul 

of 
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of this Interpreter would find itfclf dFf. 

pofed to think, and will, juft asif it hid- 

had this Impreflion a6bially made ori it ^ 

It would fancy that it rendered the Senle 

of the French Exprefliohs into High Dutch i 

its Mouth would pronounce them: Thefc 

High Butch Sounds Wduld not produce - 

any EflTcft upon the Souls of thefethiKy 

Mafons to wWm they ftiould be addrefs'd, 

but the Concatenation of the Univerfe 

would feafonably excite Ideas in thefe 

Thinking Machines, which would anfwer 

thofe Sounds, and then the Eyes and 

Arnas of thefe Mafons would put thenr 

fclves fo well in Motion, that their Souls 

would imagine that they direAed them. 

Let us carry the Syftem further, for 
we muft bear Mr ^ Pope company. Every 
Thing which we fee, comes to pafs by an 
inevitable Confequence of the firft Im- 
pulfe, whicJi was imprefs'd on the uni-, 
verfai Machine, and on all the Parts that 
compofe it. One fays, that there is no 
God, and looks upon the Imagination of 
one as extravagant. Spinofa ad mits one, but 
whoas effedually deftroysall Religion, as 

the 
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as th€ -<*)&?{/? does; Mr Leibnitz too has 
formed an Idea of one after his Manner, 
which, in the general opinion of Mankind, 
no lefs overturns Religion. It would re- 
quire whole Volumestd give but a tolerable 
Idea of ^ the Pagan Divihities and their 
Worfliip. I tremble, and am not able to 
exprefs the ConfeqUehces of this Syftem* 
with regard to Mofis and the Prophets, 
to Jefus Chrijl and his Apoftles, and to 
Mahomet and his Followers. The Uni- 
verfe would have been a Work too im- 
perfeft, and too unworthy the Choice of 
its Author, if there had been but (o much 
as one of thefe Imaginations wanting. 
It is the fame with regard to Crimes i 
Since there have been Parricides, it was 
effential to the Perfeftion of the Uni- 
verfe that there fhould be fuch ; it was 
neceflary that there fliould be Poifoner^, 
Aflaflins, perjured Villains, Traitors, 
Cheats of all Kinds ; it was neceflary 
there fhould be, unnatural Conjunftions ; 
in a word, not one of thofe Horrors 
fhould be wanting, which are the Reproach 
of Human Nature. It was necefiary there 
fhould be Inquifitors to exercife, without 

D Mercy^ 
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Mercy, all the horrid Cruelties on good 
People, whofe Crime confined in fo great 
a Veneration for what they believed true, 
as not to abjure it : All that we have been 
faying, and an infinite number of Events 
of this Nature, would have for their 
firft invincible and inevitable Caufe, the 
Eternal Being, the Principle of all. 

The Athenians had no Law againft Af- 
faQins, and thofe who poifon their Parents, 
becaufe this was a Cafe that never entered 
into their Mind, and was believed impoC- 
fible. But hovv imperfeft was the Uni- 
verfe then J There were no Parricides, 
and Circumftances had no.t yet given an 
Opportunity for them to j^lay* 

A Woman is determined to caufe her 
Hulband to be aflaflxnated ; the Fear of 
Death noakes her refoive to affirm the 
Negative, in fpite of the fharpeft Tor- 
ments ; at laft (he yields, and lofes her 
Life in the Shame, and Punilhment, 
which by fuch horrible Torments fhe had 
fought to avoid. She-was handfome and 
well (hap'd, (he had Wit, a tender Heart, 
,and Sprijghtlinefs \ the Sight of her drew 

Tcari 
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Tears from the Eyes even of thofe Per- 
fons who were ihock*d at her Crime. 
But if the Leibnitzian Syftem be adopted, 
in what will the Fault of this unfortunate 
Creature be made to confift? Such is the 
immutable Nature of the Eternal Being, 
that it was not poffible but that this Wo- 
man^ fo handfome, fo genteel^ mud 
run into all that fhe acted, at the Time 
declined and appointed for this Event, its 
Origin, and its Confequences ; all this 
was a Refult of the inevitable Conftrufti- 
on of the Univerfe, and of the firfl: Im- 
pulfe imprefled on it. 

I H AVB been aflured, that in Scotland a 
Minifter affaflinated his Son without ha- 
ting him, and without (bowing by any 
other Sign that his Rcafon was diforder'd. 
We may call the Difpofitions, which were 
the Caufe of it, a cold Madnefs j being 
brought before the Judges, he confcfs'd 
with great Tranquillity to them, that the 
Fa5t was an horrid one. IVbj then did 
you do U ? Alas ! anfwer'd he, how could I 
avoid it ? The Event proves that 1 had -not 
this Power ^ the Moment and Manner of my 

Dz Son's 
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iying dfc Ways of God, jttfUiia Mi(t^-. 
who ha« it- wot in his PoWcr jco a- 
Voirf any orte thing of «tl he <loes^ 
fo that Ae Crtator tilbne ft«nd» fchar- 
ged with all the Horrors and CoWfbfi-- 
6ns that make the Reproach of Hwna'nr 

Natore?" . : 

A N o T H r R pal jpable Contradiai- 

on J WHATEVER 15, I-S 

RTGHT, fays he, at the End of Us 

firft Book. At the ISght of King 

Charles the Firft's lofing his Head on a 

Scafibld, he oi|ght to have faid, T H^ S 

I S R1G0T. 4t the Sight of the ' 

Judges who - condemnM him, he muft 

have faid too THIS IS R I Q H T. 

0» feeing fome of thofc very Ju^g*^ 

cs token and condemned for having 

done what was acknowledged to be 

RIGHT, Tie muff have cried out^ 

D O U B L T R 1 G If T. WAeti tis. 

dear Friend, Lord Bolinghrokej was ^ 

graced , the SyCtem rehired that he 

&ould fay, THIS IS R I G « T. - 

But Mr Paj)^ himfelf jwJtes tWs Prc- 

di^ion : . 

When 
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W%en Heroes ^ Stotefmehy Kings in pt(ft repofe^ 
Whdfe SmsJhaUhlyJb their Fathers were thy Foes^ 

Epift. IV. Vcrfe 74, 

What Ihould dbey blufh at? At thac 
.which 18 right? They could not blufh at 
any Thing . elfe, for 
'WHATEVER IS, IS RIGHT^ 
You will aik me too. Sir, perhaps 
•with more Impatience, How it comes to 
pafs that Mr Pofe^v^^L on this Epifode? 
I anfwer, that it is quite ufeful to his 
End; his great Defign is to humble Man, 
and what can be more mortifying for 
.Man than a Syflem fbll of Horror, in- 
vented, coloured, dre&M up, and pub-- 
KihM by a Man who knew bow to ac- 
quire a great Reputation, ^is on this 
' Occalion that one may afk, ** O human 
^ ^ Soul J Wioky bounded^ and blind ^ who* 
dofl not know thyfelf, how dareft thou: 
undertake to found the Dq>ths of the 
Divine Nature? How dareft thou rely 
fo confidently oa thy weak Underftand « 
♦* ing, as not to dread the terrible Confc- 
^ q^iences which flow fo naturally and 

'^ inevi* 
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f« inevitably from thy daring Princi-- 

t' pies?'* . 

Is it permitted to a Man to believfe that 
he is well enough affured of the Depths 
of Divine Knowledge, and has an Idea of 
it juft enough to conclude from thence, 
that it was not poffible for this infinite In- 
telligence to form different Plans of the 
Univerfe, every one of which, upon the 
whole, Ihould be as perfect, and as wor- 
thy of the Choice of its divine Author as 
the reft ? 

H E alone is the abfolutely perfeft In- 
finite ; it is impofllble that what is pro- 
duced from nothing can have a Perfeftion 
equal to his ; and among Beings whofe 
Ferfcftion does not reach to an infinite 
Degree, why may there not be fome e- 
qual to one another ? Even if one fliould 
be eafy enough to agi'ce to this ft range 
Paradox, that two finite Bettys diftinS 
from one another ^ hut entirely equals Jhould 
he but one and the fame Being ; of two diA 
fercnt Things, why might hot one have 
as much Perfedion as the other I To deny 
that the Divine Power extends 4;o fuch a 

Pro* 



Produdion^. fecois to me one of the moft 
daring Pieces of Temerity. 

God Hands in need of nothing. The 
perfeft Infinite is felf-fuflicient. Can 
pne.dare to think that he was not enough 
jfatisfied with himfelf, till after he had 
cxercifed his Power in the Produdtion of 
Creatures? Without them he is THE 
ETERNAL, THE INFINITE, 
THE PERFECT, THE BLES- 
SED GOD-, ^tis by a Choice of his 
Goodnefs, entirely free, that he was deter-' 
mined to create, rather than not to 
create. 

It is not enough to fay that he was 
not forced to it, we muft add that he was 
willing it fliould be fo by a Choice per- 
fedlly free •, *tis not enough that happy 
Intelligences congratulate themfclves oq 
holding their Exiftcnce from an Almighty 
Principle, which could not help producing^ 
and producing them iuch as they are : 
Their Obligation to give him Thanks is 
of quite another Force, their Gratitude 
ef a much more lively Nature, and their 
AdmiratiofiL of his Goodnefi raifes itfeli 

to 
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to Emotions of quite another Degree^' 
when they come to confider that it was 
entirely in his own Power not to have pro- 
duced them. 

But tho* I fhould be complaifant e- 
nough to agree, that it was neceffary for 
God to prefer a World entirely pcrfed to 
one which, upon the whole, was lefs fo \ 
yet the Syftcm of Machines and Fata- 
lity is not eftabli(h*d by this Conceflion ; 
for I infifl: upon it, and this Affirmation 
feems to me evidently true, that a Uni- 
. verfe, in which there Ibould be found irt^ 
and truly aftive Intelligences, would be a 
Work much more worthy of God, than a 
World where Good and Evil, Virtue and 
Vice, are the infallible and inevitable Con- 
fequences of the Conftruftion of tvtry 
Being, and of the firft Impulfe which the 
Creator impreffed on them, 

God ihews himfelf infinite in Good- 
nefs, when he is pleafed to enter into a Co- 
venant, and Treaty of Friendfhip with 
his intelligent Creatures ; when he does 
them the Honour to be willing to be lov- 
|4 by them, fronx. a free Choice \ when he 

puts 
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jputs their Deftiny in their own Difpofal,^ 
in order that being their own Maflei;s, in-- 
Head of thinking to live only for them* 
felves, they fhould determine, all their In- 
clinations to live only for their Creator 5 
they have the infinite Satisfaction of giv- 
ing themfelves up to him to whom they 
belong ; they beg his Acceptance of them, 
and that he would fhew them his Will, that 
they might make it their conftant Rule, 
and feek their Happinefs in it. By what 
Emotions of Gratitude, by what Tranf- 
ports of Thankfgiving, can we enough ce- 
lebrate the infinite Goodnefs of the Crea- 
tor, who accepts thefe juil Dedications 
which we make to him of ourfelves, is 
pleafed with them, rewards them with all 
his Tenderjiefs, and by a Return, that fur- 
pafles all Admiration and all Underftand- 
ing, will crown them with the Gift of 
himfelf ! Is it poffibk that in oppofition 
to this Syftem of Religion any one Ihould 
fct up that of z Creator, whofe Power 
was only difplayed in making Machines 
of every kind, and giving them an Im- 
puife, the Continuacion of which produces 

every 
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4^ery Thing we fee ? The Idea of fuch a 
God prefents us only that of a great: 
Artift) inexhauftible in making Springs 
of every fort. 

< In our Sy^em, thefe facred and venerable 
Words have a Meaning : Thou baft deftroyed 
ihyfelf^ what have I done to thee^ O my 
Feople ? O ! if thou hadft^ had hut the fVill to 
Mieve me ! Jerufalem, Jerufalem ! how of- 
ten would I! But ye would not. As I liv^ 
I have no Pleafure in the Death of the fFick- 
edj hut that hejhould turn from his Ways 
And live. I have waited for you^ that t 
might have Mercy upon you. 
' As to thofe who, by a voluntary Abufe 
of their Liberty, turn their Back upon 
the Source of all Good, and Ihut their 
Eyes to that which ought to employ 
them ; prefer their own Fancies to the 
Will of their Matter, and foffaking the 
Creator give themfelves up to the Crea- 
tures 5 what Reafon will they have to 
complain of a Condition, which they 
will have voluntarily drawn upon them- 
felves, and which depended only on them- 
felves to have avoided ? They received* 

from 
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from God a Power of living better, and 
obtaining his Favour ; they did not 
vouchfafe, or they found it too diffi- 
cult to make Ufe of it. God has no 
need of them, and will have nothing 
to do with thofe who obftinately perfift 
in refufing him ; if they caufe Difor- 
ders, thefe Diforders do not provoke God 
to recall the Gift of Liberty ; his Good- 
nefs and his Power will glorioufly repair 
thefe Diforders, and if good' People fuf- 
fcr by them, their V irtue, which already 
ihines the brighter by this Means, will 
ftill be more magnificently recompenfed. 
The Libertines, driven from one Re- 
fuge to another, by the Defenders of Re- 
ligion, have at length intrenched them- 
felves in that which reduces Liberty to a 
mere Appearance, and fubjeds it to a reil 
Ncceffity, by attributing all our Deter- 
minations to the external Caufes of Con- 
catenations, to Combinations, which eve- . 
ry Moment produce Determinations, of 
which we believe ourfclvcs to be the Au- 
thors. 

The Queftion about Liberty is a capi- 
tal Controversy between them and us* If 

E the 
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the Soul of Man det^muoes kfelii^ it is a 
Subftance diftinft from Bodies^ every one 
of which may receive Motion, but nooe 
of thesn can impart ic to bfelf. Mote* 
over, if we do ,Jjot determine ourfelves> 
and if all our A6ts of Will are really Ef- 
fefts of Caufcs to which we are fubjcftedf 
we do not render ourfelves culpable, we 
ought never co reproach ouriblvcis, and 
we have nothing fio fear. 

This Subject has been explain^ in Our 
Days with great Clcamds, and the Tciutk 
of this Doflrtn^ of Ridiigian been eflab- 
lifhed by Proofs which nothing can wich- 
ftand, but a Refoktion obfiinately bent 
to ^rce to nothing but what picafcs it. 
I have alfo treated this Queftion in my 
Logic, more amply in the Latin^ where. 
L CKaminc in order Mr Ctdlins^s Effay ago- 
OH Liberty^ and very la;oely in my Epi- 
tome cif Logic ; and the Im^H^rcaivce of 
the Sub^edt engaged me to enlarge beyc»id 
what an Epitome ordinarily allows. I 
had before trcited this fame Subjed: very 
largely, in my Examination .of Pyrrbo- 
nifm^ and in a Latin Work de Mente hu- 
tnand^ which I dcfign to tranfla^ into 

French^ 
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Frenchy with the Addition of feveral Re- 
iieftions. 

• But tho' I am difpofed to write you a 
long Letter, I ought not however to fwelF 
it to a Volume, I will therefore not make 
Repetitions, but confine myfclf with add- 
ing a Page which I have juft been read- 
ing in the BiHiotbeque Germanique* The 
Author of this Article allows the Leibnu 
tzians more than I grant them ^ but you 
will be pleafed in reading what follows 
upon* the Liberty of Man. 

'* Since our Ideas and Underftanding 
*'' are bounded, that which diftirtguiflies 
«* Objefts maft infallibly efcape us, when 
*^ it is' af fuch a Nature that it cannot 
^ be perceived but by. a Sight extremely 
•'acute and delicate: And what is the 
" Confequence? It eridcntry follows that 
•* on many Occaflons the Soul mull find 
" itfclf in a State of Ddubt and Suf- 
*' pcnfe, without knowing precifely to 
" what Side to determine itfelf. -And 
*• this is juftified by frequent Experience. 
That Sufpenfe of Judgment, fo much 
recomFmended by Philolbphers, evident- 
** ly fuppctfes Liberty. 

E 2. One 
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** One may, in a Cafe of a perfcft E- 
quilibrium, (I fpeak of iht fubjeffive £- 
quilihrium,) affign many Caufes of Deter- 
*' mination ; for we fix, if we may fo 
*«.fay, the Difference betwixt two Ob- 
** jefts, either becaufe it concerns us to 
*' aft, and that a too long Irrefolution 
*' would be prejudicial to us \ or, if the 
*« Queftion is only about indifferent 
«' Things, becaufe we will make ufeof a 
** Power that we perceive in ourfelves, 
. " and which nothing can hinder us from 

*' perceiving. 

'' *Tis in confcquence of this Power 
*' that of two equal Things I chufe one 
preferably to the other, without being 
able to give any other Reafon for it 
than my WifL 

*' It is too by an Effcft of this Pow- 
* * er, that I can, when I have a mind to 
fhew my Liberty, prefer a lefs Advan- 
tage to a greater, and owe^my Deter- 
mination only to myfelf. Nothing can- 
not be the Caufe of any Thing what- 
*' foever ; that Point is agreed : But is it 
*' to allege nothings when one gives the 
•* Will for the Caufe of our Aft ions in 

'* certain 
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** certain Cafes ? And pray what would 
*' become of that Aftivity which is the^ 
Property of intelligent Beings, if the 
Soul could not aft upon any Occafion 
*• by itfejf, and without being put into 
^* Adlion by a foreign Power? There 
** would then be no other Difference be- 
tween Spirit and Matter, but that the 
firft would perceive the Motives that 
make it ad, whereas Matter is in- 
tirely deftitute of that which is called 
*' * Confcientia fui: Yet there would be 
*' Cafes in which our Soul would will, 
*' would determine itfelf without at all 
" perceiving the Motives of its Deter- 
** minations ; which is almoft equivalent 
*' to that which is thought fo abfurd 
when we fay that, without the Afli- 
ftance of any Motive, the Soul may 
carry itfelf towards fuch or fuch an 
** Objeft, only becaufe it wills it. It is 
againft Reafon to fuppofe an Efieft 
without a Caufe ; but it is not againft 
Reafon to fuppofe an A6lion without 
*' any foreign Motive applying itfelf to 
*' our Soul. Thinking Subftances have 
" this peculiar Property, that they may 

E 3 ••be 
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" be their own Objefts, fo that when 
•* they fail of extrinfic Motives they may 
•* find intrinfic ones in themfclves/* 

The Patrons of that Syftem, which I 
(liflent from, feem to be offended, when 
they are charged \9ith making human 
Souls Machines, "fhey are on the contrary^ 
fay they, Suhfiances iniirely Jimple, and by 
confequence are not compofed of Springs. 

But when the Name of Machine 13 
given to human Souls, we do not charge 
them with making Machines of them al- 
together like corporeal ones \ as to that 
Simplicity, which they attribute to them, 
in order to find an Evafion in this dark 
Suppofition, they muft give us leave not 
to be contented with it, till they have ex» 
piainM the Idea which they themfelves 
have of it. 

But by what Name foever they pleafe 
to call thefe Companions of the human 
Body, whether Soul^ Spirit^ thinking Sub- 
fiance, modified Thoughts^ or Monad (this 
laft, their favourite Term, is derived 
from the Gr^^^,and may be rendered by the 
Word, alone^ or Unity) I afk, are thefc 
Beings inevitably determined to think, 

to 
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to produce or receive Ideas, Sentiments 
and Volitions, conformably to what paflcs 
inevitably in the Machine of the. Body? 
Is this a Confccjuence of their primitive 
Conftrtrdion? Does xhzpre-eftablijhed Har- 
mony require this ? For without this 
prtf-eftabliflied Harmony a free Som\ 
is capable of difpofing its Volitions, and 
While the Machine of its Body might 
be (tabbing another Body, the Souf 
might revolve nothing in itfelf but Ten- 
dernefs and AfFedtion ; and while the 
fame Machine would be immerfing itfelf 
in Debauchery, and pronouncing Words 
proper to inflame it, the Soul would have 
it in its Power to chufe Ideas of the Merit 
of Sobriety and Continence, to imploy 
itfelf about : But if, orl the contrary, its 
Liberty h only conditional, and confifts 
but in a Capacity of employing itfelf in 
Ideas and Volitions, conformable to Wif^ 
dom no longer than while its Body, and 
that Relation which it is deftiried to bear to 
it, is in Circumftances quite different from 
thofe of Debauchery ; a Soul that confents 
to aflaflinate, and do other ill Aftions 
which the Body executes without the 

Soul's 
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Soursr knowing ife is much rathentQ be-. 
. pitied than blanoed, and it would b€ da- 
ingitfojuftice to look upon it as culpable* . 
Mr Lackt<i in his Trealife cf civil Go^l 
vernment, obferves that People once- ia- 
fatuatedwith.a Syftem know not how to 
yield to Proofs which deftrojr it,, and'bcr 
come inexhauftible in Evafions: This is 
the Cafe with the Defenders of the Syftem . 
which I am now examining. They can- 
not bring th^mfelves. to fee a true Liberty 
in Man, and had rather deny it in God, 
than not regard this Idea a5 a. Contradic- 
tion : Yet nothing, feems to me more 
worthy to be attributed to God, and more 
agreeable to his fupreme Elevation, than 
a perfeft Liberty. He \% felf-fuflicienc, 
owes nothing, to any thing whatfoever ; 
his Works are fuch as we fee them, bc- 
caufe it was his good Pleafure that they 
fhould be fuch. Nature on every Side 
prefents us with Marks of a free Choice. 
The Earth is round, or very near round : 
I allow that it was better that its Surface 
Ihould be unequal ; yet, according to 
fome, there was a Time when it was not 
fo. But however this new Suppofition be, as 

foon 
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ibon as God thought fit there fhould be 
Mountains, is it not plainly begging, 
ihe Qucftion to affirm that the Order in 
which we now fee them, and the Height 
of each, were the neceffary Confequences 
of a Preference which the Divine Wifdom^ 
could not help making I 

Le T us take . a Range of Mountains^ 
extending from Eaft to Weft, at a certain 
Diftance from the Equator ^ Might not 
the fi^rft Mountain in this Range, let in 
the Place which we call- the third Degree 
of Longitude, have been fet without any 
Inconvenience in the fixth ? The others- 
would have followed thisj every one at 
the Icune Diftance from aiiother that they 
now are ; That which is m the twentieth 
Degree would have been in the twenty third, 
and the diurnal Revolution of the Earth 
would have been made with the fame Re-^ 
gularity v thefe Mountafhs would have 
fucceffively prefented the fame Pofitions- 
to the Sun. 

The Surface of the Earth Tscompofed 
of two Hemifpheres : Shall we dare to 
fay that God could not have drawn* the 
Plan of this which we inhabit, on that 

which 
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which has lately beet) dt&ovefcd ;. and^. 
rQciprocally, in this have drawa that of 
Afnerka^i without a^ing repugoant to hii^ 
WilH^tn ? T&e Earth would by this- meaosr 
have prefented to the Sun, and, <H:her 
P^rts- of t^e Univcrfe, a Mafs proper to^ 
maintain the fame- Relations witlv all the* 
reft, as it at prefent does. I might go on 
with other Proofs of* a free Choice, and* 
perhaps. I flialt do it in another Work. 

Have we- not a very fenfible Proof of 
it itt ourfeJves? The Soul of Man, whieh^ 
has been able to- carry its Knowfedge^ fc^- 
fer, is but very imperfeftly a€q«aint€# 
with itfdf. Our Creator has confinect' 
that Capacity of attaining Knowlectge,^ 
which he has given us> within the Bounds 
that he thought proper. 

l,T IS then carryinjg on our Conjefturesf • 
with a furprizing Temerity, to dfeny the 
Supi:eme Cauf^, and aH its EfFe6tft> a ftifl 
Liberty, and to look upon our moft im- 
mediate Perceptions as lUufions. Nay 
more, this Syfteni. tends to flit the Earth, 
and probably other Planets too, with 
Beings, who think for no other End than 
to imagine themfelves the Authors of that 
which they have no Share in. Mr 
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• Mr i^By then, frcnsi tke v^ Bcgb- 
iBkig cf fads Poena^ inrould imte fbrgot h& 
£hd, if, after htvva% at firft dieckred 
himfetf £> &eely. agax<&ft the Pridi; 'ftnd 
millions -of Monarchs, ke ihsd not dared 
to touch upon the rafh Preiumpdon of 
Pbitefophere, whom Modefty fo well 
becomes. Biot it i^s not only ki the Alitor 
of this Syftom dsat CNir iPoet prefents us 
with X Sub^eft propar to bamble us % the 
Number of his Adherents ^vic us t>nc too> 
which is iio lefs mortifying. 

to whom the Romins thought they had 
done a great Service^ by maiking them a 
Prcfent of Liberty, and a Power of gc^^ 
verniiig tfiemfelves, found this Pow«er fo 
imbarraffing, that their fodoleflce mad^ 
riiem wifli rather to fee otfeers bur- 
thcnod with k ^m diemfdves* 

fo thfe Republic^ of Letters there are 
lifcewife a great Number of Perfo^s, who 
think an attentive, circunifpeA, continued 
and unprejudiced Examination, too labo- 
rious. A very (light Examination is fuf- 
fkient for them to chufe a Matter, and 
liftthemfdvcs into his Service j they em- 
brace 
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brace his Ideas, and often, for want of 
Ideas, confine tfaemfelves to adopt his 
Ezpreflions ; fatisfied with reckoning 
themfelves his Difci{des, and tenacioufl/ 
difputing againft thofe who are not of the 
fame Opinion. 

Avery little Proficiency in the Study 
of Human Nature will be enough to teach 
41S, that it is not furprizing to fee a Man, 
who has gained great Applaufe, and who 
has given Proofs of a Geniuis equally fub* 
til and laborious, in difficult Subjects, 
and fuch as few People had before been 
capable ofi It is not furprizing, I fay, 
that a diftinguiflied Genius fliould flatter 
himfelf that he is equally capable of fuc- 
ceeding in other Subjeds. His Ability 
whether natural or acquired, difpofingbim 
to eftablifh his Principles, perhaps with too 
much Hafte, he eafily deduces from them 
a long Train of Confcquences connefted 
ohe with another. This is a Syftem which ' 
gains upon Self- Love, and which derives 
too an additional Splendor from its No- 
velty. It is natural for us to be fpnd of 
our own Produdions -, and when we have 
not early accuflomed ourfelves to confult 

others, 
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others, to ask Advice, and to profit by it 
when we have habituated ourfelves to finifti 
a Projeft alone, and not to expofe it to 
the fight of the Publick till it be compleat, 
with the probable Hopes of gaining it the 
more Admiration ; it is not impoffible 
but that with a diflinguilh'd Genius we- 
may yet be miftaken, and we are al-' 
mod pardonable, when we have the Un« 
happinefs to pcrfift in Errors, which we 
run into by fuch Steps* 

But will thofe be fo eafily excufed, 
who have not been feduced by Self-love ^ 
and who, without a clofe Examination, 
adopt another's Ofispring, and, deform'd 
as it is, embrace it with all the Tender- 
nefs and Zeal of real Fathers, and at laft 
prefcnt it to others that they may equally 
admire it? As for thofe, whom Self-love 
does not feduce in favour of their own Ideas^ 
*tis a ftrange Weaknefs to fufFer them 
fclves to be dazzled by Syftems that have 
dazzled their Authors. The Spirit of Par- 
ty is one of the great Caufes of this y one 
mull have been Witnefs of its EfFefts, and 
nearly examined them to believe them. 
Another Source of'ihis flows from the 
• F Spiric 
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^iriit (^ Cootrad^ioii* Tkene arc fieoe 
j^ wb^ #r^ pte^cd mifh nothing mora 

tmlf up i(» tHem, wh^icver they m^t ib 

Intereft^ wke d^^nilelv^^ with i;hii bue<- 
£4 Temper J Int^eft pf ^m^xo^ In^ 
tell c^ CammuBitiQf, Jln^^reft of C<|XW'- 
trios^ RivaUhlp m Jif^MaciQQi^CpmpMirim 
in E^ipi(qrnien; ; a^ 91 0(U ih^^ f«^^# 
the Spirit of Party fi^ols i^lf ^ppprto^ 
by V4Wty- 

" It isiipot eafy to acquire 4 Repufatipp by 
invcptii^ a n^w Syftcip. 'Tis the Wori; 

<»f a diftingi4i/h*d Q^OI> 9A j^dgftriow 
14i^(i^ ibnd vf a Capacity tp npjce alJL \^ 
F^ts, a^d ^iViC to etch ^ the|n aa 4ir 
^f Probability : Bieftde^* ji| order thw 
the Syftem way not v^niih « iopn as ic 
appears* it i§ ncceJQGiry for its Author 1:0 
be in c^xmn Circumftances that give him 
Sj, Luftrc. But a<5^u5, which has no- 
thing ynGOtnmon» flatters himfelf that he 
fhali come in for fome Share of Qlory 
with a celebrated and original Author^ If 
he is one of the iirjl to declare for. hini,» 
He compr^ended^ at flrfl; VieWf what 

otheti 
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ddbdn wintBd Time cor be asmtat^t df ; 
uA if ehe %ilcm comei M be fiippdf £^ 
M. by a. oimleroDS Paity , the firft that 
enlift tftem&ivsife %tt ktoked tf |M>ri as th^ 
chief OffictKSy ftiid tlxe c&icf Suppdtt^ 6f 
tUs^ new LitevsKy Army, who fight by 
dint erf Pen, md oii» Gafi with thtfir Ifiik^ 
JMQrr P9p^^ Widiont doubts lodktid u|X>fi 
this Vanity withp theConteftipt it delarvi»^ 
and it dppilai^d fo defpkabte td hiitH that 
he Aoi^bt biitiy ta dilfiay the Syfteift 
itould be fuiidienft. to mortify it. 

TilsibE is yet ano^er Circttmftanoo^ 
yery proper tk> cover the Defenders of 
tbii Syftem with Confufioriji and to to3in> 
ble tbofe who idter eft themfclves in: the 
HoiiottF of Maiiikin& There are a gireai 
mmib^ of People > who would not Yxwh 
given thrmfelvei dte tronble x.^ ^icA ooC 
ckefe Ima^mtidnsy and who dD ddt^ mrf 
dicii* Autboci the Glory of them^ nekthm 
are they of a Temper CO fun iflftplkiity 
YsM^ the Fandear of another : Their Genius 
i» ilot dnH, nor tbehr Tafte Sev vile : But 
unliafipily they have a ftrdmg Indinatioil 
to iiberttnsfin, and wiisto^r tendi to 
fiifjpoit t&i9 has iti^. Qwnftit wit% fMn^ 

E 2- They 
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They do not examine whether that which 
flatters their Inclinations be founded upon 
folid Proofs, or whether it be cftablilh*d 
only on trifling Probabilities. That it 
pleafes, is a fuHicient Reafon for them to 
adopt it. Thefe two are Difpofltions 
f hat bring great Difgracc upon our Species: 
And what a.contradi<Mon to Reafon is it, 
for us to feek to withdraw ourfclves from 
that Obedience we owe- to God ! For 
what is there, on the contrary, more wor*. 
thy of a rational Being than to inftrudt 
himfelf in that Obedience, in. order to 
fubmit to it with all his Soul ? Thefe 
Libertines wou'd live after their own Hu-. 
mour, and not trouble themfelves to en-* 
quire what their Mallrer commands. It is 
however. difficult for them to abandon^ 
themfelves to this wrong Tafl-e, and to 
trample on the mod facred MaximS)i 
without feeling often from time to tima 
certain Inquietudes. 

. Th £ Syftcm which I make Mr. Pope 
to oppofe, comes quite feafonably to calm 
thefe Inquietudes. . Tou bad a fancy to get 
drunks you gave yourfelfup to that Incli- 
nation^ and you have fallen into Indecencies^ 

Are 
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Sirfce-itifj d&me td palfi, 'there Vas a Ne**^ 
ieilit^ that it Jh^uQ c6me to pafs. In- 
numerable (Daufes!, ifnfimfc-Ages paftj rc^ 
ceiWd an- ItApiilfe'^to'^irili^e tiietw prdcfbce 
thai Event; Fkf^/rdiii' bfeiiSg' aflianiedi 
I- cohgrataktd^ my felf upon^ it,' For 
whsri aoUnhappin^fs- would it have bem>, 
if I had. drank kfsr^ ami omitted^ doing* 
feme pf thofe A^bionsclwhtcb-yyou ane piea-^ 
fedtoxall Follies! ;T*ey entered neccfla- 
i:ily into chc Conftru£bion of the Univerfe, . 
4()d if one pf them had been omitted, it 
WtwM haye renderfd this great Worte 
impcrfe&i and lefs worthy of its Author? 
.:;^^Ajrr-: .ar flvuEieful iQ^htradifliion ii 
thist ! They will <nbt ackrioirledge , thae 
tiifey^hate a RoWcr of Sfilf^determinationr: 
ftjir why do they . refafc to acicnowledgd 
% Power, .which makes it felf To frequent*^ 
tf j*<l4^fctej|riy &it ? — 'Tisrimt they niayi 
^^^ ithetfifelves: ici a StatCs of: kEtinff 
ifrith lef& Difturbance, and indulging tkeif^ 
own Fancifi^, ..without the ; leaft Re-- 
fffiaich. : TT—. . XMt' IncUhatioa tKbick 
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they jhtvie .«a f«&fe Immmi Nttwt «te 
Poiirer pf Se)fndccemiiiatkM| iupA t^tp^. 

dom t»f Choice^ ha ht ftom r^f^&MQsjk^i 

ihsic Ppwcr; on t^ oMCmrys . it it the 

Cwfe of th^ nukii^ u^ of jcwiiblrfii 

ConftnuQ() ^uid wich ijinboiii»!M*IJk>er(9^ 

Afti Avails Mr P^t in^aU(y of li 

Poet» iiad a pitrtiCuAar jR|ght\«i« tU$ 

Syftem. The iui^ftzing Mdiewaiiicret 

dibfe^ Mim^ei tfatt :£fiiflwr filog^ haire 

added qd fiAaJyi Luftr^ tot Ms Vitrfta. Wb 

love to.admk^ both tfaelnvMdMy anl 

Poetk Style raifed.tXKthtofubfim&Degr^ 

to whtdi ^MHitfr Carried it MvBopi^%Stm 

him* ftemsrtD be «aiie.fi>rcreiB!Qit%irite 

ttoft InoredHole Fadb; aadrndraaiiiigiiie 

osoft improbable Notioiis. .WeiadoMir-^ 

kdge in thk Style a Force tn«re iijinnhu* 

laany when it dazaJes B> ^Anongly as to 

eaiifb Feoj^e to sMdopt dm ^bcdi is ■ tiM 

mbft lemote from .Commoa Senfe. JMi 

<^ all the Reveries which the andeJit^POitf 

Inve cho&D taeixd>elifl) cheir Works#khi 

ipid of all Uttt "we «e^ m^t^if^ 73^ 

I ttoirfat wiiedier any Thing eqaals thti 

Sy^em by the txpofang df which Mr Fopi 

vinould kc os iee boW fer hunncD Retlfon ti 

^ ^- capable 



l§r f o 1 tsxEffa^ 4Mi Mm, ^ 

capdftfe «if >efiitttg* ' '&» -iwimm OntOf 
-«inecd'«ft«hdiniiKfiiinl '"° -"i 

in tifioking Awffmi^** Jt iwraM i%afy 
Modiiiig tf yon 'flituki -ftrallow oreiidit 

ttifig^ mDW tile JUnci «f fMr l^OBgitt 
iuid Thraati but «eitiier 'iftrtfe FtiM««^ 
iKSr -ftll the «lhiinai '^Irits^liick may fM^ 
talst of'theiirMdtii^is ^«an '»h^ «ii>fiilL 
pNflioii'«pMi' that Sabftance ^Mdi Irda* 
^tile ef peroie$<i^ ^Seuffiusoost and wiSSk 
k'propeAfi -and ^ a peceAbr Siefife,'!dMt 
ml^iyott eaai^TOM^. It laiieed^Btfy 
that ifhts d^fiPd 'SetjfetiQiilhould ttHfe-ln 
that BiiAjaaRee, ¥^hieh i» quite <iifKtift 
fi<6fti liie^eorporea], 'andflio^ arifethefi 
tiytfrrae'ttf a ISe^; -a Socceffion iiF 
Caulb ^^-BflRjOs not ^to* be exprdftJT. 
ttiiifo SenlktioQ^ the-Renicbf-fucHWlbng 
Swia, ihUft -ariie pretiiely at 'AeTPime 
lifceh-'Hii ^SierguM;^ -etmk 'iam yout 
liliittdi, • iiria goes 'a<iwtf j^r iThroatf. 

aMfeas'iiriaari ^ana-Wdependtbfly dF tht 

ihoald 
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^ .^£li JMMci tir^Ait I o% vli^ 

^QtalB inttgme thii Wipt:t»Mthsi€^id^ 
of: it» Jit rial Jt^olutely. n^cpff^dtbuc tiM 
Moment in which thlbSinjIfteipifh^Ub be 
preciTcijr tSic^ba^ ift whiohtdte!0f}def of 
this Uniirerfe-doiieriniQdtyiC^ Ki 

fwMoym tkis!Wine»! .f^ thif Purpofe it 
if]w.]QeoeJflrary:tooit^ fjunprXino^ 

tao'tter MaGhit»&<P9>}4 ^7 ra iQevicabfe 
jCoQcajce^iioPy. b^;4eteritiin^d tp ppur (i% 
iWJtj Tbi« is flQi: ?)tK>ugh J it was mocer 
pycr n^Ceflary that another Machine Ihouk} 
Jbe^d^termii^ed to draw it from the Caik^ 
;in4i|)la.cs jtondic §idc-*|oar(i, ^94 chjei 
Cad^ ft ill' another Macfaloe , nnift havjaf 
fetchfd irpm BMrguhdy,: How many Scq{i$ 
are here! The Machine .would have un* 
dertak^n thi? Journey . in vain, if ithaj 
?>P){.:b<«»b Providvi with Mopgr. or -jg^^ 
jdbang^BiUs^ ^thoucJcnowiipg,:^Wfver^ 
y>at.Money or Exd^nge-billft.«e; . :.l; 
, ,. This Monqy; lightly |ol^, :^ tl^>,pi|l 
read arighc^. woqld hft^e found j^^tf^g^ 
^;f,a.lV%cgn?,»di^hv,;Mrithw?t fiCfc^Hsmi 
,#' Money,, Qr„vu^dcrft^^ii|« this;,^ 
jirpuld find itfeLf jp .^tt. TviFA ^I^A?'!^ 

f^imticyi, to deU^B^^^ga% (^^ipjmdr 
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ed ; and in the fame Moment an Intelli- 
gent Subllance would fancy that it gavd 
Orders for this Sale and Remittance, ta 
which however it had neither mediately^ 
nor immediately contributed, becaufe &> 
mere Thinking Subftance is no more ca- 
pable, of ading upon Body, than it i» 
of receiving any Imprefiion from it. : » 
What fliall we fay of other Machines^ 
which are called Coopers, determined tor 
make Veffels of which they have no Icjea ?. 
What of Artificers in Wood and Iron^- 
who have form*d Tools for tbe.Conftruc*;; 
tion of thefe Veflels, without knowings 
what they did? For the Thinking Sub-, 
fiances, which accompanied the Bodies of. 
thefe Artificers, might well ims^itie thatv 
they direfted them -> but this was mere: 
Imagination, for they did not diredt them. 
What Ihall: I fay of the other Machines, 
which cultivated the Vines, gathered the 
Grapes, and fqueezed the Juice from them ? 
The Refolt of all this Mechanifm was») 
that a Thinking Subftance at Laufann&. 
imagined that it had Wine brought from. 
Burgundy y and that it received agreeable- 
Imprefltens from: this Wine. 



' A HuMAir Mkdmi fiBiks "vrichout 
knowing: mkn it i$ doii^, asOdMr Mm^ 
chine aflcs^ wbat is k tbifdc;k)g Of ; ii iir 
wiii a Ditfign $a ridbuk me^ ^tm$ j^ fm t k§ 
theft GrimaasP *^ You msjr thMcwhM 
^^ yoa pieafe of >t^'' feplies the fitft Ma» 
chiaey withx»tt andwflanduig anf Tfali^ 
of the Sosft of tkrfe ExfitdBDiM^ Th« 
ThMtifig &iMa!iceBt tiAidt acMmi^iny 
ite tiro Mbdiioest faoicf ikemfdvi^ tiflr 
ftsrre hoard cM Soon Js^ 4iid campreheisdiedl 
tkm SisgaiScMMSf tteogb tbefe StMHidt 
htmr i»r«r rtache^ tbetn;; The mo cm^ 
penstl NtolMMi are decermineitr by thtf 
fatemce c^ ^i Cdneacen^iioii ai xfiMf 
Agny^io tost and ftrik^ one anethtfff 
ddmr MKM)t&> ctf" X fike* and tquft^ 
iKnflary CcMicaCttiiatk)0, find tbenafet^i'M 
lowing diipofeil to parr ^em* The £df)^ 
Dsvy^ OM of tbefe Machili^ that wa6 
parted finds icfelf determifsddi to write 9 
Chalknge, wkKoot kiiowiog anjr tlwflg' 
of the Seitfe of ir, aldb*^ the Thttiking 
Sob^aiDse, whlek ae^ompdnkdi it« be de^ 
ttraiiMd to think that it <fi<ila«ei^ that 
Chatfenge ^ Modier Af achitie fields itMi 

necefiQirily detemiined (a catry iitf tte 

two 



tfrq^im^ to mrac, Jn a retcalh Place, 
Vixh tkmr Smtt^i thejr drav dien, 
tMkifi f ikf%a» AMI pairjr, jitft as if cfaeir 
MindadiiBftedthnm which liair«««r con- 
inbucc no more to jdieie A^tioas, dmi 
the $eaa ;do. One •£ thefe MachiMi 
i$ woiwdod ud falls « anocher Madrin« a 
^foflabJy detetttiMd bf a&riesofMbveo 
<Mn^, 39 aoaenc as chs World, to An^ 
the Wowd.t ai^ cbeSaol whidi aa»in« 
panics this M»^ine looki upon aU dm as 
theEr«^of ifisoimSkUk The wound. 
«d Perron (iies^ that is, his Spni^ ceaft 
to fi^fi .otho- Maebines ane ac thit 
yery (ime 4c£erminad, after ftvcral Move- 
tXKf)fs <^ cercaio odier Machines, grarslf 
to profiQtiQQe a Sentsaoe which they nnT 
derta#d luthing a£, hoc wfakfa a Soot 
Ini^giQ^ it iieif CO hare daftaced. More* 
over a <;orp<M-e;^MachiQe is decermln'd» b^ 
t^ Foree of an inriacibls SucceSon, to 
^he»d cIm qondemn'd Ferfon. I will add 
but ooe Wetrd more ; aaother ctM^real 
Machine hhj tn insritable Scries, under a 
necefllty of pronouncing Sounds, which 
i^SouliaiaginesttlelftodiAate, of which 

Sounds 
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Sounds, however, it is in no refpefl: the 

Caufc* The Soul of the condemn'd Per- 

fon feems to hear, is frighted^ breaks into 

Lamentations, and believes kfelf to have 
been wickedly adive, in a*Cafe where it 

was. merely paffive, and believes, too^ 
that it run voluntarily into « what it could 
not avoid. The Eyes of the condemned 
Perfon fhed Tears, which his Soul is noc 
the Caufe of, and his Machine by mourn* 
ful Accents intreats the Machines of the 
SpeAators.to fae for its Pardon. 
- I wilL go no further, but content my 
ftlf with adding that the Partifans of thii 
Syftem feem to me very like the Inhabi- 
tants of a Mad-houfe. . You will find 
them talk very reafonably on any Sub- 
jcdl, but that wherein their Frenfy is con- 
cerned j but if you touch upon their Pre- 
pofleffions, you will find yourfelf with 
an Apoftle, a King, a Bird, a Lanthorn, 
a Bottle, and fomctimes even with a Di- 
vine Perfon. One will tell you, he has 
loft his Feet, and docs not know what is 
become of them. Another time he will 
complain that he wants a Head, (^c. And 
this Comparifon, .which may feem very 
' " ftrong. 
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ftrong, will however appear to have the 
greater Juftnefs, when it is confidered that 
among thofe who have fufFered themfelves 
to be infatuated with a Syftem that over* 
throws all Religion, there are yet fome 
who, notwithftanding, have prefcrved re- 
ligious Sentiments. So true is it, that 
the Mind of Man is capable of containing 
the moft furprizmg Contradi(Stions. This 
then is a Syftem very proper to humble 
Man, and it was with this Defign that 
Mr Pope was rcfolvM to chufe it. Thefe 
Reveries furpafs all that the fruitful Ima- 
gination of Homer made him ling on the 
Subjedl of thofe Prodigies with which his 
Poem is fill'd : 

Cogitate & fieciofa dehinc Mtraada prmiity 

Antiphatem, Scyllamque i^ cum Cyclope Cha^ 
rybdim j 

Miraculous Stories; JniipbateSj Scylla^ the 
CyclopSj &c. . . » 

I.MVST not omit that this Syftem 
throws a peculiar Ridicule on thofe who 
value themfelves uponadopting it, who ex- 
tol to the Skies their Leader, and his firft 
and moll zealous Followers ; and who in 

G fliort 



fhort, honour them as the Princes rf Phi* 
lofophy. For it is prccWely renouncing 
the Syftem, and turning it upfide down, 
when they afcribe to Mr Leihnitz the 
<51ory of having maide Difciples. That 
Tart of him which was endued with 
Thought did not direft his Hand, it was 
only the Machine of his Body that drew 
thofe Characters which were afterwards 
imitated \n printing his Works. An al- 
moft infinite Series of Springs and corpo- 
real Movements produc'd thofe Charac- 
ters, land a Series, carried on from Ages 
equally diftant, producM both his Ideas, 
and the Imagination which exprefsM them 
according to his Mind, by the Strokes of 
a Pen. 

It woukl have figi^ified nothing for 
human Bodies to have call their Eyes on 

the Books that bear his Name : Thefe 
Books were incapable of caufing any I- 

dea in the Souls of thofe who read them ; 
it was ncceffary that at a feafonabie Time 
a great Number of Souls fhould per- 
ceive thefe Ideas to arife in themfelves, 
and Ihould imagine that they were fur- 
nifh-'d with thele Ideas by reading cef- 

tian 
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tain Books. Neither Mr L^i^»i/z's SquI,. 
nor the Soul of his moft zealous and in* 
defacigableAdherents, could ever have had 
a Power of infbrufting the Souls of chofe 
who reckon themfelves his Difciples > neir 
ther immediately, for a Soul does not a(5t 
in this n^nner upon another SouU nor 
yet oriediatelyy for one Soul has no.^ 
A^on upon another by the Tnterpofition. 
of Bodies incapable of adling upon Think* 
ing Subftances. 'Tis then by an EfFeit 
of Deftiny, that a great Number of Intel-; 
Ijgences catHe to think like Mr. Leihntfz. 
The Seafon for this Event was arrived, 
and the Birth of thefe Thoughts was like 
that of Bloflbms, where one Tree does 
not at all contribute to the Produ(5tion* 
of thofe which are blowing upon a neigh- 
bouring Tree* 

It is to no Purpofe that fome of them^ 
Ihould be fanciful enough to deduce the 
Truth of a Syftem, which derives its 
Origin from the Firft Caufe; that! 
they Ihould deduce the Truth of this' 
Syilem, I fay, from the Multitude of 
thefe uniform Ideas, produced without 
anyone of them contributing to the Pro- 

G 2. ductioa 
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tion of another } for, according to them,' 
it is the firft Caufe which properly fpeak- 
ing does all, and there is no Eflfef): 
but what is caufed by an infallible Confer 
quence of the firft Impulfe imprefled on 
the Univcrfc ; ^tis therefore to this firft 
Impulfe, and by conlcquencc to the di- 
vine and firft Movcr^ that we muft im- 
pute the Opinions of thofe who look up- 
on the Syftem as the moft extravagant 
Tnfiagination that the Mind of Man, by 
its own Fault, was ever mifled by. 
Whem Mr Pe?/>^adds, Vcrfc 51, 52, 

ReJpeJfing Man whatever wrong we call*. 
May, mufl be right, as relative to all ^ 

he borrows the Language of thc^Syf-''*^ 

tern which he defigns no doubt t6 cry 

down, in order to humble Man ; for what 

can be more mortifying than to find one's 

felf in an Incapacity of difcerning what 

IS really jdft firom that which is not fo ^ . 

God is equally the Caufe of every Thing 

in this Syftem, and an ^Attention to the 

Will of this fupreme Being ought to make 

us look upon every Thing that happens 

with an equal Efteem and Veneration. 

When 
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Whtu -the proud Steed Jhall kmw, whj Mm 

rejirains \ 

JK; fiery Cmrfifj. or drivis Um^o^erthe Plains ; 
When the dull Oxy why ttmv he breaks tht 

Clody 
Now wears a Garland^ an Egyptian God% 
Then Jhall MarC.s Pride and Dullnefs compr.i'* 

, bend ^ 
Ms ASHetfSy , Paffion'sj Being's^ life ani 

End ; 

Why doingy fuffWing^ check' d^ impelPd; an^ 

why 
This Hour a Slave^ the next a Deity, 

What mufl: we conclude from that 
unlcls it be that no one is ever iii the 
wrong? he is oply what lie could not 
help being. If any one fall into Slavery, 
it is not his own Fault, the Good of the 
whole required that he Ihoiild do fo. If any 
one finds a PJeafure in feeing himfelf a- 
dor'd, and believing himfelf a God, this 
too is for the Advantagie of the wholei 
To what End is it then to exclaitft fo a- 
gainft the Pride of Men ? To what put- 
pofe is it for any one to write a Book in 
order to inftruft and reform others, if it 
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.% not known what we arc, and" what we 
*t>ught to do. 

When MtPcfe adds, that the fupreme 
JDCirtg^ 

^ ^.fus witht^dl Eye J as God of dll^ 

vf IJiro peri/by ^r a Sparrow fatly 
' Atoms y or^yJtemSj into turn hurTdj 
"■ And now a BubhU hurji^ and now a Jfirldl 

• Vrffe84,&c. 

*what are we to ^ conclude from thefe 
iFoetrcal ExprelHons, and from the Etft- 
phafis with which he ddiyers them, un- 
Icfs it be that all is indifferent to God, 
;and that with regard tphim every Thing 
ought tQL be indifferent to us ? Whether we 
are acquainted *with, or entirely ignorant 
of our fekcs 5 whether we inform our 
fclves of the Will of God, or take |io 
Pains about it ; whether we make a good 
or bad ule of any thing, conduA our 

felves 

t 

* They fay not Matfs tmperfe£f^ Htaifn im 
FauUy 
iay rather Man^s as perfe^ as he ought 5 
I£s Being meafur^d to his State and Plaee^ 
His Timey a Moment and a Point his Space, 

Verfe 69, &c. 



ttK:^l^$M ^nKn-iDMtts Bnitalicjriiv Whatevco 
hl!{^s\tO t^;:^^C is^tlfe'Aldiighty P6WC9 
.^^dodfitihat^6);^:bd(& Wichts and m^i 

- Si^fc^fl gif^fc ftiy&If^leivertdfiilLS 

Acuity^ to-aflaffitra^e or « fxrifon ; a ; Hdn^ 

wheneyei^ any^i iiitefJsflv;ihouM r^^ompc 
me to ic , and I can compuc ; tj^ 

Faa^ 'iWth Security ? God fees the Falli 
of tl ^e 9nc> and the Fall of the other ' 
with an equal Eye.\ay; 
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. <:^> Had ,tti<^.iogc^j^-^^ 
minati<M^,rpg5V<3^ t.^ Wlplc; of -thia, P^fl^t, 
which np'fi) much objejb to, and not' only^^ . 
Mrt of it,' heybiild pertojs havegiy^na mt9 > 
fevouiablcf^ iiiter^etatidn;^ - •^' - - ^ ' V 

Hicpuen fr^.^ .CfeoLures Juidesi thf B^cf 

,•^7/ ^^ thfPage^preJl^iV'dy their Prefent State, 
^rtf/« 5^/^; what Men^ from Men what Spirits 

knowy 
Qr who mid fujffir being here belm f 

Pi 
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to . &y ^^st£ -Oid -^ifea* iOevtfay y.s liotfrrf 
M^cd -to. gi^rEii&teim S9J!l!^oUi^ 
verfe, and ' to create it in die Ixglicft- 
BdUfeEloan»' v&iccliMji! hA^ inQ-i^fifiP.of 
Bcafedi.'or l&9^tfe£ll,. nCCf l^ of\^4i)U^ 
9Dditfcat; the)KQOW<k<^iii^ Stbefe "i^^DI^ 
iswfldMflre iifai^ IReach '.d£ hWBAft.'.lJAfjbtv*^ 
HWidifig;,' ' I -is" ..^i c: am 

. ^<r |;<7«* % iJ/o/ i/«w/ iff bleed to iay. 
Had he thy Reafon, vioiid he Jkip and phf ? 
f^leas^d to the Iqft, he crops thi jmfry Fooa^ 

r A _ • • r . - _ • 
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^ieacim^Jlf the 9mUmti^bV^ 

if1)0 fees with ^V^t^^,(uJ^^'J^^^ 



Jrf Hero ferijby or a Sparrow fa% 
Jt^omsy "or Syjiemslinth'f^ hurFi^' . ' * -' 



^ ^,nm,a JSu^lf burjty and now aWdrU f 

yrom Vcrfc 73, to 86r 
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When I believe that my Hand was 
given me to lay hold on what is ufeful fo^ 
me, and not to difturb the Quiet of 
others s that I was made capable of eat^ 
ing and drinking to keep up my Health 
and Strength, and not to deftroy (hem ; 
Ihall I fufFer my felf to be perfuad- 
ed that all thefe ConcluUons have no 
more Reality than a mere Dream, fince ^ 
the Ox does not know why he breaks the 
Clods? 

Ought I to look upon Exiftenoe, and 
the Gift of Thinking, which are the Prc- 
fents of my Creator, as a Good tyr an Evil^ 
or an Accident quite indiSerent? Ought I 
not to efteem thefePrefents, to giveThanka 
for them ? Can I refufe to do this with4 
out being ingrateful ? If I efteem wiliat; 
I have receivM from God, ought not^to 
love God himfelf? And ought not vtQ 
wi(h for the Continuance of a Prefent 
which fhou'd be fo dear to me coming 
from his Hand? Shall I be afraid thac 
I do an Injury to the Wifdom of God, and 
that Veneration which I owe to it, when 
I believe that he does not aft without De- 
fign, and that confequently he has given 

mc 
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me Feet to walk with, and a Moath to 
ijpeak? Do I dream when I am upoa my^ 
Cruard againft Error, and apply myfelf to 
think right. If an Intelligence which 

' does not deceive: itfelF^ be in a Capacity; 
|)referEble to one that does deceive hfcJf 
fhall I doubt, that God in gracioufly 
giving me a Power of endeavouring at 

, Perfeftion, would not be pleased d>a^ 
I fliou*d make ufe of that Power ? 
What is Man, and by what Marl^ 
^11 we acknowledge him ta be (he 
Work of a God, wife, good, and per- 
ie£fc) if he is born incapable of difcover-t 
ing the Principles of Morality, the Soli- 
dity of its Grounds, and the Certainty 
of the Codfequences that ' are dr^wn from 
it? . 

' TntLeibmtzidfi^ who take^ it for grant* 
ed that all is the Work of God, that alt 
our Thoughts, all our Aftions are the 
inevitable Gonfequences of an Impulio 
ivbbfe Movements nothing in the World 
can fiop or divert, y ill anfwer tho^e who 
aflc him Why God has imprefled an Im- 
pulfe by the Efficacy of which we are 
expofed to fo much Ignorance, and fo 
-• many 



will the Fatalift fay, ' G^d bss pmn j^- 
£^ *^ ft^ jyw^r fi!#«5f ttw- So tiiat, 
according to them, theGoodncfipf G^ 
aiiio(»nts onJy to loltingw w^fc thie *Hopp 
0f ii«ne bctifcr Fortune.: rTJic Tpucli 
IS, that Mm fpcnd their Lives mifcra^ 
Wy in fgrmiug Pxqjcfl*, and, wichpot 
e^r being undeceived by E^^ieDct^. 
flmo* themfdyesy dhutt wJim out &il«^#.. 
they fhall iiicceed in foime ot}>er» itf^i 
which they kope {lo gain a fiili gneaier 
A<lvantag€. Mr I^ope (V«rlc 9.5) /fteoq;. 
€0 think that *tis from die firft Ciufe 
chat a poor Ltdian derires die Imaguia^ 
tion ke kas of ieeii^ his <God 10 tfafc- 
Clouds^^ior^ hearing him,^ tbe .Winds.. 
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* The .whole Pai&ge flands thu& 

£!^ iMhr^i^ /it^/sr ; with tumHiMj; Pinkns fiar\\ 
Wdt the great Teacher y Death and God adore / 
What future ^Blifs^ he gives not thee to know^ , 
But givey that Hope to be thy Biefflng now. 
Hope fprings etJtmal in the. human Breqfi j ; 
Man. never is, htt always to be Mefl ; 
The Soul unenfy and confined at home^ , 
R^^ Md exfatiates, in a Life to come.-, 

Veifc *7 io 9 5 • . 



^ * Ex A M'lNAtrON iff* 

His Soiil pr6ud Science never taught to 

Taife itfelf higher (a). 

These* Expreflions might be very 

hmisch abufed, fhould we underuke to 

^jut what we have, good Grounds to be- 

li^vie^ upon a-' Level with Imaginations 

Vithout Proofs. But a more reafonable 

^nfe will be given to this Page, if it bfi 

fuppofed) that Mr Pope compares. the 

Stupidity of a poor I»dia» with the Aur 

adacioufneis of an InfideU whofe confined 
Reafon gives; itfelf up to Objections ar 

igainft Providence. 

; I c o K F £ s s, SxTy that this Page feems 

t>bfcure to me : He heaps fo gteat a Num* 

j^er of Ideas in the Compafs of a ihort 

Period, -.his. poetic Fire exprefles them 

^ith fo much Rapidity,, that it is difficult 

to lay hold on them, and it is ftill more 

diffi(!ult to perceive their Connexion. 

Mr Papers Defign efcapes- our Obferva- 

tron; 



(a) Lo! the ^^^r Indian, whofe untutored Afthd 
Sees God in Clouds^ or hears him in the fflndi 
His Soulj proud Science never taught to Jlray 
far. as the Solar Walk or Mlky Wi^. 
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tien ; ^^wc would not attribute any to him^ 
l>ut a good one, but he does not ^ve* us^ 
leave to be affarM that the Defign, which 
ieems a good one, is that which he had 
formed tohimfelf. ^ 

'Xh E R E are Men who think in a' 
vcry-abfur'd manner upon the Subjeft of 
Providence. Such .are thofe boor Ifiii- 
am -with whom Mr Pope begins this Pe-' 
riod. There are feme confident enough 
to deny that there is a' Providence, artcj ' 
without Scruple heap Objeftion upotl 
Objeftton . agarnft the Affcrtion. Laftly ; ' 
there are fome who form to themfelves a^ 
Syftem Aipbn this great Subjeft, full of Ab-* 
furdities •, and fuch is that of Mr Leibmz. 



This Syftem is their IdblV their Prepcff-^ 
fcffion for it engages jiiem to exclaim 
at the Incredulity of thbfe who refute^ to 
adopt it.' This, fay they, is th^tru$.S^-^ 
ftem, and thofe who criticife. it?„ Vtack^ 
Providence, and d^iticife the* Way^;; ot^ 
G06/ PFhat Rajbnefs is thls\r;i*kofe* 
who are of quite another Opinion, ^rc^ 
far from being alarm'M at this Cenfure, , 
and to this fliort; Exclamation*, JVbat Rajh^,, 



(' 
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t^efs is tills ! oppofe another equally Jhorc* 
U^^ai Prejudices are here! 

The Peculiarity of this Sy(tem, and 
what feemst 1 confefs, the very Height 
of Abfurdity, is, that God is equally the 
Author of thefe Ideas, however contrary, 
aiid of chefe nuitual Reproaches. Aiid - 
when tbefejnutuaJ Reproaches are carried - 
to InfuLcs, thefe reciprocal Infults, and 
ibe Steps which precede and follow- them* 
are the inevicat^Ie Confequenccs of the 
Conftruiaion of the Uoivcrfe, of that of 
all its Parts, and of the.firft Itn|^fetbac. 
tlje Creator itnpreffed on ihem. 

*' Do not you fufpeift your Zeal ? (would 
*' I fay to a Leiknitzian) are you not a- , 
•' fraid of deqelving yourfelf ;? According 
** KJ.yoU) yourThoughts upon this Sy- 
*' ftem-are the. Effects of a long Gonca- 

n-.dirc(5led by the firft - Caufe. 

-90, according to the fundamen- 

Jf;ipj<^of .your Syflcm, are the 
of another Concatenation, di- 
by the fame Wifdom, and the 

Power. Upon what Grounds 
'* would you„have me believe, that it 
** has deceived mc rather than you ?" 

COULP 
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Could Mr Fo^e have chofen a more 
jproper Subjeft for a fatirick Poem ? He 
undermines this Syftem in an oblique man*- 
ner, but he undermines it cfFedhially. 
This Satire moreover attacks a very an- 
cient Error. All thofe who have mix*d 
their empty Imaginations with the Purity 
and Simplicity of Religion^ have never 
fail'd to exclahn againft the Prefumption 
of Men wlio refufe to adopt them \ but 
it never enter'd their Thoughts to fiifpeft, 
that the Prefumption might be orf their 
Side who would impofe upon others 
what they could not prove to them ; and 
in the Age wherein we live. Children lay 
up in their Memories the Cenfures which 
they hear thrown upon Reafon, and 
refpcift them. But in a more advanced 
Age, when the Yoke of Religion begins 
to grow heavy to them, and their Rea- 
fon itlelf fhews them the Importance of 
living well, and the Neceffity of abftain- 
ing from Vice, they recall thofe Declara- 
tions againft Reafon, which they had for- 
merly adopted without underftanding 
them, in order to aflift their Libertinifm, 
and make that) which had been recom- 

H 2 mended 
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mended to them as one of the gFe^oeft: 
Supports of Faif h, fubfcryient to thcU 
Unbelief, 

HOMER never quits the Wrath ^ 
Achilles^ and Mr Pope continually returiiS 
to the Pride of Man j Verfe 1 19, {ffr. 

Iri reafntng Pride {my Frmd) our Error lus : 
All quit their Sphere^ and rujh into the Sites. 
Pride Jf ill is aiming at the blejl' Abodes^ 
'Men would be Angels^ Angels would be Godi. 
And who but wijhes to invert the Laws 
Of OrdsTyfins againft tfi Eternal Caufe. 

There are but few Periods in this in-* 
genious Work, but what feem xJb be to 
me fufeeptible of a double Senfe^ Pcr-» 
haps this is my Fault : Butam I in xkso. 
wrong, with regard to that which 1 have 
juft now cited ? I make you the Judge* 
Pride may caufe a Perfon to afpire af- 
ter lilevation, and Pride may make hiat 
rcfufe it. A Man, who is never eafy till 
be is arrivM at the firft Employftients of 
a Court, is fufpeded of Pride, and his 
Behaviour afterwards proves that this Si*^ 
ipicion was not a Miftake. The Prince 
offers Preferments Co another, who rcfufcs^ 

and 
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and defire^ to be 6xcusM accepting thenif 
People admire h\% Modefty, and they do - 
him Jufticc^ He is not thoroughly ac^ 
i^ainted witli his own Capacity, and^ 
fears the Contagion o# bad Examples* - 
Bnt there may be found others, .who(e^ 
Motive fbi^ a Refuial, fo feldom jto be > 
met wich, would be IVide. A Love of 
Independence iff, with fome People, their 
ilroAgeO: Inclination. The leaft Subjec- 
tion i^ odious to them, and the very . No^^ 
tion of a Mafter giyes them an Uneafi^.^- 
Deis, 

Man is a Creature capable of Know- - 
iedge and Reflexion: : He reflects, and : 
'tis with Jdy he is convinced that he is ^ 
the Work of the eternal and perfcft Be- ~ 
ing. He is tranfported with this Difco- - 
very, and concludes from iti that he is -; 
permitted to love, efteem, and revere- 
^injfelfji iihce alL that he poficiSb he ; 
lioids from an adorable Hand. 2 Nor are : 
thc|c Sentiments only permitted him,-, 
tbey ar9 required from him^ and he can* 
not refufe them . withopt Ingratitude., 
What ought he to do ? And what can he r 
do better than to give Thanks, with all i 

H.3^ his^4i 
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his Powers, to his adofable .Creator ? 
This Confequence is. evident, nor is thsit 
which follows lefs fo. He ought tp ijeg-^ 
ledl no Means of being aflured ^of the 
Will of his Creator, in order to .conform 
his own to it. .His Dcfires..oughiiCQnty 
nuaily to be bent. on. iod proving Juinfelf 
more and tsiox^'(a)^ arid [render ipg hinifbtf 
every Day more virtuous. He received 
thefe Talents from the Author bf his Life. 
Wou'd this infinitely iWifc Author, and 
who never afts cafiially,,,aind without an 
End, have given him Leave to make no ufc 
of them ? At feeing fuch^ a Refolution, 
Ihall we cry out, •— What P ridel This 
Man is never content. Will you critjcife, 
too, the following Anfwcr which he will 

make you : 

It 



(a) Mr Croufa% certainly argues very juftly, upon 
the Ncceflity of Men's iftiprovmg the Talents whxck 
they have received from their Creator ; but there does 
not feem to be any thing in the Paiiage he' cited 
from Mr Fofe^ that at all contradi^s this. Fx)r does 
his exclaiming againft the Pride and Folly of Mortals^ 
in aipiring to the Perfedlion of -r/»^^/f, at all imply 
that they are not to look upon themfelves as Men f 
and adl agreeably to that* Rank in the Creation 
wherein they are placed ? 



r 
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. ** It is. not Pride that animates me, a 
** Dedkation of my fclf to God -is my 
•** chief .Duty and my great Motive. lanfi 
*« always, pcrfcdly contented with my 
•* Creator 5 but, by an Eflfedt of bis Grace 
^* and Afliftance, I am never enough 
>' fatisfied with my felf^ to indulge my 
ielfJnan undifturbed Repofe, to give 
my felf up to Indolence, and negled: 
making a further Progress-" 
Will any one dare, on the contrary ^ 
to praife a Man who. lays — " As for 
me I do not afpire to fo many Perfcfti- 
ons. I do not trouble my felf with theie 
fine Ideas. I do not enquire either 
•^^ what I am, or what I can or ought 
to do; I care for nothing.but the pre- 
fent Day/ I eat, drink, fleep, and 
walk. I eat when I am hungry^ 
^* drink when Pm dry, go to Bed when 
.** Pm flecpy^ rife when I plcafe^ I fcaft 
.'* daily, amd whenever I find Means or 
« Opportunity, I give my felf up. to 
^^ Pleafure. I go on in an inconfiderate 
*' Marnier, I live without Conftraint, 
<' and am fubjed to nothing, as much as 
•* I can I make my Inclinations my Rule. 

« Let 
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^^ hit P^k thinly wh{i| %\^Y p|<5fe of 
^^ me^ I livq for my felf, and not fijr <k 
^^ ther$ I i will noc facrifice n\j felf te 
f « the chimerical Defipc of » Rppiit»titMi A* 
Js this Modefty or Pride ? 

But if it be trgei th^t af«r Ctes^dl any 
fhing vtm^m of Man^ that on<; of bis 
Subftan<;«9 continuiss to think. ^nd live^. 
And that his ^ovtr (sign Mt&sn conforma- 
bly to the Opinion of many Perfons of an 
jpdproy'd UndorQ^ndlngi. and who are 
Vfry &p from being fancifol, aft: him hovr ' 
it came t^ pafs that he condnSied himfelf 
with fo much Indoknce^ and fo little Rea- 
ioot will this Man, or what remains o^. 
Jiim dare to aafver. It w$ui not my Bn- 
iinc^a^ I was born, Ihave lived and died, 
fuch as you made ipo* Ah ! Wretch, 
did not I make thee capable of thinking 
and living better i Waft thou not aicom*- 
palfed with a thoufand Perfqns, whofb 
Examples excited thee to do fe ? Whom 
did it depend on bqt thy (Ai to |i|Mate 
them? 

Mr P^^^ continues, Verie 127, 

Astfcr what End the hem/nly Bodies ftnru 
Bfrthfp' wbofeUfif Pridemjim^ 'tUformm. 

it 



It ieems to me that there wou*d . be more _ 
Simplicity and Ignorance, than Pride . In 
this Anfwer. 

In my Infancy I believed, as others did, 
tbtt tbe Earth wai mode for the Habiti^ 
tion «f Man, die Amsook and PtaAt^ fbf 
bis Uft, the Suii atid Stars to give him 
£/ighCy smd tO' rciider the £arch frmtful $ 
txA I do not rem^mbei^ that thefe Idea^ 
ever infpired me with Vanity. When, as 
I advanced! further in Knowlec^e,^ I 
thought that the Playlets tnight be inhabit 
ted by Beings like crtifffelves i -^Hbealcar* 
ried this Conjedlure iiill further, to thofe 
Planets, which may (urround the fix^d 
Stars, which I conceive. to be fo va»ip^ 
other Suns, my Vanity was not at all 
mortified at it. X wa$ delighted, and am 
fo ftill, with thinking that other Beings^ 
more perfed than I^ glorify our common 
Creator, and ferve him in a more exa<5b 
^^antter. I lOve to join n»y Thank%i« 
ving^ weibk as they are, to* tfte more lively 
Emotidns of their Acknowledgments^ ^ 

When Mr Top add^, Verfcr ijj, 6?rt 
and makes Man &y. 
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' ' ... 

' ■ ' ' ' ■ » ' . • " 

' For "me the Mine a thoufand Treafures brings 
f»- .J - • 

* For meMedlthguJhes from a thoufand Springs^ 

. . ice. . . : 


It. is plain that his Fancy, diverts itfdf 
with Poetic Exaggerations*, When *tis 
faid that God made Man /he Lord of 
ally the Senfe of thefe Exprefiions amduhcs 
to this, That God has made human Na- 
ture capable of receiving a Part from all; 
and that which is true of huipan Nature 
jn general, does not however extend to 
every Man in particular. 

But errs not Nature from this gracious End 
■ From burning SunSy when livid Deaths defend 
When Earthquakes fwallow^ or ivhon Tempefs 

fuoeep , ' . 
Town to one Grave^ and Nations to the Deep. 

No Uis repl/d thefirfi almighty Caufe 
A£ls not by Partial^ but by general Laws 

Mr P^^feems to think that Reafon 
is afleep when ':tis not awakned by 
Pride. Good Senfe might have infpired 
tills Anfwer without its being dilated 
by Pride. The Mixture of Good and 
Evil, which we find in the World has 

aftonifhed 



Blelilngs which :God heaps lipofi^Meil, itv 

fuch great Abund^ircey' itvd: mik^ fi^cYi 

Regiriarity:, . . made them c^'noluiic that 

^O.^U-wife .and good Prbyidencc ptt 

f)d^,roV5et jhnmlah. Nature;^ Qn the d-1 

thef hand,. \ the Gklaimides? to which w^ ice 

oiif fetviQiiexpofed^ dftOinii&i»d<^l^n^ and- 

in order, tarcconcil&thgfe^ith the Good-- 

neisTof God, rtheyha»ei«crcis*d their 

MitidMn » giteatrintixy;hipp y(Cf)njefi»re$. 

They ;werc'.ptjaaipalLy . jemKirraflfcali wHJi" 

the jnfernal ^Pe^6|s:iof cfaumah .Nature. ^ 

The Hiftofy of the FilJ^ :if : the -Memory: 

of it had bc$n prieferv*d>. might.. have. re-^ 

mov'd thele I>tf$jCu{ti^\ . . The : Sooks 

wherein this Hiftor^. ik cprcfervM, have: 

fuch Marks of beings Awihejtttick, as: ren- : 

der them yeftcrable tbr-jcvery Man; who' 

will make yfe pfhis B:eafi)n; and^maDy. 

Learned J[len, ha v^gJ^fitlProofe of their. 

being fp,! whic^ tjnJ^eJikVcfcs have never 

been ab}e tt?. jw^ken fe; .aijdjcl^is .'Hiftbry. in . 

i(felf coil^ios llj^hiog^bat^MiatrnkyC eafi«t 

Jy be betievje^.j;/ ?^ ^\ W ' : ' :• ; 

- I NT E L Jb iiOftjN CE 3,j^% J^rfe^Qn,Kabw^ ^ 

ledge andiPQwdfi c»c<w$ijrtJMyifii|OT^ 

to 
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t0 h9 4^kW' bjr thfetr aim Gr^dear. 
A^m^{j»AM tbcf ^03^9 the Depcb ^ the 
Pi^inQ 'NMure was ialways an imcothpre- 
ioafiUe Abyfe to tbcm. A Power that 
gfye9 Being to mlakt did not before ^ ^ 
i&i 59sa9 ^])^e' d)e PicUi^ of thdr MeK».i 
:^jn'Jba|)(i.tibQy oo^^.thiokitiief ^hd^ their ^ 
£KJft0)iQe fidt irdm iuch a Pocv^er^ :bivt^ 
ff tort.ari .fcjicfttal Eataiity; iTtie weifc Un-' 
dei:ftttding Jof qi S.:pin^ ^datied il6 indulge^^ 
it&ilf iii filch Qixc^£i^ i^ th^fe. A per- 
feft: Snlaiiiiffion to a Being, *o whbfc Wiir 
ti^ey tmre lic^tatill obiiged» feem^ toa 
gmat^a^^byediion -to tikem* • God-did not 
tfakk^t to deftroy^ dMni by A)Miii>ilatiof), 
het:hbfQ4*'adier tpiet'^them lim, that^ie 
iHf^t the'ibiigerobn£>iUKl all their pre- 
toodcd Pdwer, and:' pretended Subtlety 
Mir J?f^e(slls u&,'«ar^ ^lej.thai^afpiringto 
be equal tb che^Divnj^ity, Angels ^tl. 

GiQD created Mai¥^'aAd'4imt(id^ with an 
Animal Body, a Soui-^f^A^iiMdh fupe- 
rioa b^der. ^ He' plasod thte ^©reftturc ^ ib 
a delightful Abode, which nothing ^as 
to. waiter » :be'put t&e Earth, ^^nd all that it 
fafbnnf y tin f^Abj^ hk».> ^Bot-it^^&s 

ti juft 






Mr PopeV Ejffay on Man. ^ 8jf 

juft to demand from Man, a Creature^ 
who held all from God» and whom God 
had put in Poffeflion of fomany Riches; 
It was juft, I fay, to demand, from this 
happy Creature, a Homage which (hou'd 
be an Acknowledgment of his Depen- 
dance. The Goodnefs of God confined 
this Homage to the abftaining from the 
Fruit of one fingle Tree, in order that, 
by this Abftinence, Man fhou'd acknow- 
ledge, that from his Liberality he enjoy'd 
theJLJfe of all the reft. The Devil un- 
dertakes to make Man violate this Law, 
and for this Purpofe he addreflcs himfelf to 
the Woman, who had learnt ic not immedi- 
ately from God, but from her Husband. 
The Woman but newly created, and who 
was not even prefent at the Review which 
God caufed Adam to make of all the 
Animals, was not furprifed to hear one 
fpeak like herfelf. His Vivacity fhewed 
fomething Angular. The firft Queftion, 
which the Serpent made, had nothing fu- 
fpicious in it \ Tea hath God /aid that ye 
Jhall not eat of every T'ree of the Garden f 
The Woman anfwers him, that this Pro- 
hibition is confined to one finglc Tree. 

r The 
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The Devil feeiAs to Amk this Prohifeitioil 
incredfWe. Wou'd God have created fo 
bea=i3tifal a Fruit, to be mortal ? It k not 
permftted to conceive lb much Oppofiti- 
on between the infide and outfide of his 
Works. The Beauty of this Fruk informs 
you, that you did not rightly underftand 
ftMv Mfffter's Words, ami thC' Name a- 
l<3fnfe, which he has given to this Tree, 
ought to be fufiicicnt to remove your 
Error. You will no fooner have eaten of 
it, bat your Knowledge wiH be enlarged. 
From thcfe Principles, not well enough 
examined, the Woman draws too hafty a 
Conclufion •, a Haftinefs which we flill 
imitftte in all our Errors. She eats this 
Fruit, and receives no Prejudice from it. 
This helps to deceive her Husband : He 
lufpefts, in hibTum, that he did not right- 
ly underftand the Scnfc of the divine Com- 
mand i the Example of a Being, whom 
God had given him to compleat'his Hap- 
pinefs, had a very great Influence on him. 
Adam and Ev^ were created in Inno- 
ccMe ; ^hc\r Mind was without Prejudice, 
a«d their Heart without bad Inclinations ; 
but their Underftanding was bounded, 

they 
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they had not yet had Time to edarge it 
by Exercife. Their Fault was followed by 
Fear ; They apprehended that they had 
a€ted in this important Affair with to© 
much Precipitation, as they reaJly had. 
T-hey wtrefeiz'd withCoafufion, and this 
Confufion was increafed by the Prefcncc 
©f God:, Not being aWe to juftify them- 
felves they had recourfe to Excuics. The 
Caufeof thi3 III was thf owfl upoo the Ser- 
pent, whofe Miniftry they were ijgnoranc 
that this Devil had madte ufe of,, of whom 
too 'tis probable they had not yet aay 
Knowledge. Aiam and £^4? dc&rvM im* 
mediate Death,, however the Devil was 
ht enoi^h frcrni having thac Satisfat5tion^ 
God prolonged their Life, and contimicd 
his Defigo of naaking them the Origin of 
Mankind* 

To put them in remembrance of their 
Faulty the Earth became a lels pleafant A- 
bode, lefs fertile, lefs regular in its Produc- 
tions, and lefs faithful in anfwering the In* 
duftry and Prayers of Man. Men then have 
had the Enjoyment of Life, but this Life 
has from time to time been expofed to Dan- 
ger^ and croiTed by Calamities. All this 

I ^ fcrves 
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ferves to put them in Mind that they are Sin- 
ners, that they deferve Chaftifement, and 
that they ought to ufe their earneft Endca* 
vours to grow better. This is the natural 
Voice of thofe Ills that God fends upon 
the Earth, while on the other hand the 
Bleflings, which God does not ceafe to dif« 
fufe in an abundant Manner, declare to 
them a merciful Matter, who invites 
them to be grateful, and claims their Obe- 
dience, in order to reward them. 

I found my felf obliged to enlarge a 
little upon this Article 5 and now it will 
be eafy to anfwer the Objeftion that Mr 
Pope cither propofes himfclf, or puts in 
the Mouth of thofe tx) whom he lends his 
Verfes. 

If the great End he human Happinefi^ 
I'hen Nature deviates i and can Man do kfsf ' 

Verfe 145. 

It is eafy to anfwer, that all Nature does 

not continually concur in procuring Good 

for Men, becaufe they are Sinners ; and it 

is even neceflary they Ihould be chaftifed, 

either becaufe they deferve to be punifh*d» 

or that Chaftifement may reform both 

thofe who feel it themfelves, and thofe 

who 
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who are Witneffes of it in others. If Nature 
deviates from what Men defire^ Whj fiould 
not Men deviate from what God demands ? I 
anfwer, that Men kre free and aiftive Beings,, 
who, 'tis true, have no Right to do it, 
,hoi yet have a Power of deviating fror» 
the Ways which are prefcrrbed to thcxn^ 
may add fecond Faults to the firft, and 

crow,n their Difobedicnce with Rebellion- 

« 

Nature — * — 

as much - — a canjiant Cimrfe requires 

Of Show'rs and Sun-Jhine^ as of MatCs Defires^ 
As much eternal Springf, and ckudlefs Sites, 
jls Man for ever temperate, calm and wife, 

A cONTiNUAx. Spring, and Skies for 
ever cloudlefs, would be fatal to the Earth 
and its Inhabitants ; but can it be looked 
upon as an Evil, that Men fhould be for 
ever temperate, calm, and wife? I can 
fee no Juftice in this Comparifon, and 
the Fire of Poetry mud have carryM Mr 
Pope far beyond thofe Sounds wherein 
Profe requires that Reafon fhould be con- 
fined- 

^Plagues or Earthquakes break notHeav'n's Deftgn^ 
JFhythenalSor^y ^r^ Catiline? 

I 3 These 
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T H :e s E Words have no Seqfc but in 
the Leibniizidn Syftem, which confounds 
Moral with Phyfical, and in which all 
that we call Pleafures, Pains, Contentment» 
Inquietudes^ Wifdom, Virtues, Truths, 
Errors, Vices, Crimes, Abominations, 
are the inevitable Confequences of a Con- 
catenation, either eternal, or as ancient as 
the World-, but it is this very Thing that 
renders this Syftem fo Ihocking, that the 
bare propofing of it is fufficient to make 
good People tremble. *Tis very great 
Matter of Mortification to Human Na- 
ture, that this Syftem was invented by 
one Man, and adopted by many others. 

Better for us perhaps it might appear j 
Were there all Ham^ony^ all Virtue here i 
That never Air or Ocean folt the Windy 
That never PaJJion difcompos^d the Mind. 
But all fuhfijis by Elemental Strife ^ 
And Pajfions are the Elements of Life. 

These laft Words feem to me to be a 
ftrong Proof that Mr Pope"^ Defign is 
to overthrow Fatalifm^ and (hew all 
the Impertinence of it. For is it pof- 
fible that a Poet, whofe Genius has ren- 
dered 
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dcr'd him . fo celebrated, would conde- 
icend to write for the moft uncultivated n 
Minds, which have nothing but confufed 
Ideas, who know nothing but what the 
Prejudices of the Senfes teach them, and 
who are ready to give themfelves up to 
the moft difproportionate Comparifons, 
provided they be confidently propofed* 
and contain a CoUedion of high Words? 
I N corporeal Nature there is not one 
little Mafs that is pel-feftly fimple, all 
are compofcd of little Particles which are 
called, elemfentary 5 their Mixture is fol- 
lowed by Fermentations, fometimes weak, 
and fometjmes itronger, which diminifh 
thefe Particles ftill more. Thus divided, 
and thus agitated, they fcrvc for the 
Nourifhment and Increafe of organical 
Bodies ; and it is to this Increafe that we 
give the Name of Life. Have the Paffi- 
ons any thing in common with thefe Par- 
ticles ? Do their Mixture and Conflift 
ferve for Nourifhment to the Thinking 
Subftance, and conftitute its Life? I love 
Poetry, as you know. Sir: I feel the In- 
fluence of Mr Pope^Sy even thro' a Profe 
Tranflation j but I confefs to you, that if 

his 
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hs Work pfaBarfesmc SB general, tfacre ate 
feme Plaioa in it tvdiich doortify noe, and 
This in a Trcry particular Manner. I give 
into wkivt e&iightqAS ^e, dbut difibnt from 
iBvat wiiich does ix^doDg bm da£2:}e« This 
kfi. is die Effiaft of ibphifticai Compaiii^ 
ibns, amd Words wichout Meaning idt 
Senfe. 

M'R P^"/^, at Che 1 64th Veife, intro* 
duces a Madman upon the Stage, and 
afks. 

What WDiHd this Man ? Now upwards will he foar^ 
And little lefs than Ar^el^ wmld he more ; 
a&U) holing downwards J jufi as grieved appears. 
Ti want the Strength of Bulls, the Fur tf Bears . 

And after Jiaving put the whimfical 
Imaginations of this Madman into Verfej 
he concludes that 

The Blifs of Man (could Pride that Bkffingfind) 
/; not to a^ or think beyond Mankind \ 
No Pow'rs ofBoify or of Soul tojharey 
But what his Nature and his State can bear. 

There is Truth in this Thought, but 
we muft not ftretch it too far. We ought 
to live in a Refignation to our Condition, 

though 
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though our Knowledge is bounded, and 
t)ur Virtue imperfeft. But this Refigna- 
tion is very far from an Indolence, which 
keeps us quiet in our Ignorance and its 
Confequences, and takes away from us 
the Thought of endeavouring to get clear 
of it, to diflTipate it by little and little, 
and to render ourfelves perfeft by De- 
grees. This is not a rafli Enterprize, our* 
Nature is capable of it ; this is not Pride, 
but Duty : We are under an Obligation 
of behaving ourfelves, of thinking and 
afting conformably to that Nature we 
have received. The Plants grow, our Soul 
too may grow in Knowledge and Virtue. 
The Growth of Plants ia an Effeft of 
external Cau&s, but that which thinks in 
us, has a Power of ading upon itfelf. 

All that Mr Pope adds, verfc 1 85, 
(^c. leads us natUrally to conclude with 
him, 

Tf^ finds not Providence all good and wife j 
Alike in what itgivesy and what denies ? 

I N fome of the following Verfes, Mr 
Pope dcfcribes, with a great deal of Ele- 
gance, the Gradations of Beings, which 

Cod 



God thought fit to form. His ia&ite 
KjiQ>wledlgje cooceiv'd . the Ideas of this 
kfluoaera^Ue IXvierfiEy of Species aad Iiadi- 
vidaalfi, a;eid hris uobouEkded Pow^r gave 
Exiftenice to» a World, to which we caa 
ftflign BO Limims. I will only add, that 
I 60 not fee wh^t Reafon there is to dt:^ 
Dy acknowledging a free Choice in tkk 
Multitude of Species, to which God has 
been pkafed to determine himfelf. Would 
hk Wifdooi have been fQrgotten>5 if he bad 
fef m'd cse kfs? or wou'd it have been. car«r 
rkd to ata Excefs,, iF he b*ad added one 
IQMe? 

I T iieecnft t^ mf t0Qk aad I canniot thiiafe 
Wherwtfe, thao; a Univerfe, which goo- 
tajiaa free and adive Intelligences, h evi« 
dently a Work noore worthy of God,^ 
than one compolled of Parts, which, fronrv 
the firft Moment of their Exiilence, will 
continue to aft, or rather to receive ine- 
vitaWy every one its own Condition, in 
which it feems to do that of itfelf, to which 
in reality it is determined by an antecedent 
ImprcffioiJ, without beijDg abk to avoid 

\' WttRif 
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' WHtN he ccmtimies, vet^ a 3 5, 
*-•— One Step broien^ tht great Sealers difir^fi^ 
From Nature* s Chain v^atever Link you Jtrihy • 
"Tenth or ten thoufandth^ ireaks the Chain aliie. 

And if each ^yftem in gradation roily 
Alike ejjential to tV amazing Whole ^ 
The leaji Confufion^. hut in one, not alt 
That 'Syftem orifyy hut the Whole ntuJlfalL 
Let Earth unbalanced from, her Ofhitflyy 
Planets and Suns rujh lawlefs through the Siy^ 
Let ruling Angels from their Spheres be hurVd^ 
Being on Being wrecVd^ and World on Worlds 
Heav'n^s whole Foundations to their Centre nod^ 
And Nature tremble^ to the Throne of God. 

the Poet fufFers himfelf to be carried 
away by his Fire, and fuppofes a Syftem 
of Nature, which has no more Foundati- 
on than the Iinaginarions of Cyrano de 
Berjerac. 

We have now no difficulty to conceive 
that tvtvy Star is a Sun, which like 
ours turns upon its Centre, and gives 
Light to its Planets. By virtue of the 
Laws of ImpuJfe, or thofe of Attradion, 
all thefe Conjundions keep themfelves in ^ 
a perfect Equilibrium. The Proportions 
betwixt heir Mptions are fo well cfta- 

blilhed. 



o<J EXAMINATIOK «f 

blifhed, that if there fhou»d happen any 
Change, a conftant Mcchanifm wou'd 
foon have repaired it. / , ., 

But a thoufand and ten thoufand Alte- 
mions may happen in the Planets, with 
regard to their Plants, their Waters, and 
their Animals, without the Syftem's fuf- 
fering in the leaft from them. The Laws, 
by which it confifts, receive no Modifi- 
cation from all thofe little Changes which 
are made about us. To fuppofc this, is 
carrying the Syftem too farj and the Pa- 
trons of Fatalifm have took care not to let 
flip fo fpecious an Occafion of freeing 
themfelves from all Conftraint. They 
were very earneft to put themfelves into 
this Chain, in order to go on at random, 
and to have nothing to reproach themfelves 
with, whatever they might happen to do. 
Would it be a Proof of the Skill of 
an Architea, to have built a Houfe in 
fuch a Manner, that there cou'd not be 
fo much as a Stone or a piece of Wood 
taken away, but that it muft fall entirely 
down? Wou'd fuch a clofe Connexion be- 
•tween all the Houfes in aTown, from one 
End to the other, declare it a Mafter- 

piece ? 
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pifce? Does fo great a Conformity with 
^ Houfe made of Cards, fliow any Excel* 
* lency ? What wouM he feid of an Engi- 
neer, who, to make his Art admired, 
fliou*d have compoied ihe Scones of a 
whole Fortificatbn, in fucb a Manner, 
that not one cou'd be removed from its 
PJacd, ijut the Whole mnft be overthrown ? 
And is it not infinitely bettbr, that the £f*- 
fe£^ of a Cannon Ball fhou'd be confined 
to make but one Hole ? 

A youH Man diforders his Affairs by 
lofing his Money in Gaming with one of 
his Fellow Citizens. Will this I^iforder 
extend to the Extremity of the County? 
Will it extend even to half a League ? * 

Thb Belts which are ob&rved to be iti 
Jupiter J Ihcw that ther^ aregreat Chailges 
ia that Planet. Do we feel any Effed!^ 
from thcfe ? 

Th £ r £ are fixed Stars which vanifh,and' 
appear again : Dd we at all perceive thae 
fo great an EfFeil extends to the neigb< 
, bpuring Stars? 

*Tis, a more evident Proof of Wifdom 
in the great Mafter, that a Whole (I do 
not mean tJie univerfal Whole, but parti- 

K cular 
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.cular Syftcms) a Whole like this of the 
£arth» and its little Vortex fhouM fubfifl:, 
notwithfianding the Alterations which 
happen in the Parts that compofe it. 
. .The Delire of eftablifhing the Syilem 
of Fatality gave rife to the inventing that 
of thefe chimerical Dependencies, and 
made them to be confidently delivered as 
neceflary, -without the leatt Proof 

" I have got drunk; it was neceflary 
*' I fhou'd do fo, for every thing in the 
•V Uhivcrie is conneded. My Head achs; 
** fVfilly then you mlimt Jo fo dn^^more^ 
^* Why not ? If k be my Fate, it is my 
V Bufinefs to acquiefce." This is what 
they are pieafcd to call by the venerable 
NameofSubmiflion to divine Providence. 
; •** But you are fubjeSt to epileptic Fits^ 
*/ Mnd Ptay^ perhaps^ Jit in one of them. 

If that happens, it will be my Fate, and 
tfce Good of the Univerfe requires it. Die 
mnd adore God (Verle * 88) is my Motto. 
I Ao not refrain from Wine, and I am not 
afraid of its EfFefts. Upon the whole. 
Whatever is, is right. 



* Wait the great Teacher Death, and God adore. 

NERO 
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NERO gave Entertainments, where, 
young People of Quality of both Sexes 
attended without being covered with any 
Vail. Heliogabalus had his Chariot drawn 
by naked Women. What a Happinefs is 
it that there were Neroes and Heliogabu' 
ItifeSy fince that did happen, the Good 
of the Univerfe required that it fliould 
happen! Without a Nero and an Helioga* 
bulus a Link would have been wanting, 
and from thence (fi nee all the Pieces de- 
pend on one another) the Confufion would 
have reached l^o the Throne of God *. 

If being, infatuated with a Syftem be 
not Pedantry, what is? We laugh to lee* 
the Appearance of a Fool upon the Stage, . 
who ag^inll faying the Form of a Har, 
and not the Figure^ exclaims i " j4riftotle- 
*' would not have expreffcdhimfclf thiis/* 
Shall we laugh lefs at a Man, who dq- 
fignfng to lay his Hat upon a Table, lets 
it fall upon the Floor, and fays very feri- 
oufly; It was as impoflible that this 
Ihould not happen, as it is that the Sun 

K 2 fliould 
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^ihould not fct to Day ? In the Syftetn of 
the Univerfe all is conneded, the grcateft • 
as the leaft. There mull be wife Men in 
the Counfels of Kings, and mad Meil in 
Bedlam. And here is one found. 

I F I was a Letbnuzian^ and at Night 
ihould take a Review of my Behaviour, 
What a Happinefs is it, fhould I fay, 
that I cruih'd that Snail ! Since it is deadf 
it is a Proof that the Continuation of its 
Life would have been a Diforder capable 
dt overietting the Univerfe ! But what a 
Happinefs is it too, that I wa^ taken off 
trom treading upon another, for fince 
that remained alive, it was neceflary to^ 
the Good bf the tVbde I 

W H n H Naturalifts have made an Hy« 
jJbthefis, and indulge themfetve* in a 
Conjedurc i if they ate wife, the more 
it is J>eculiar to them, the more they 
diftruft it, for fear of deceiving them* 
fdves. They oblige themfclves' to ex- 
amine firft of all whether it does not 
fuppofe any thing impoflible, inconceiv- 
able, or any thing that is againft Com- 
moxi Senfe; if it-^oes^ ^b^y abandon it 






Now 
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Now the LeiinUzian Hypothcfis over- 
throws the fimple and natural Ideas of 
Morality, of Juftand Unjuft, of Laudable 
and Punilhable -, it is noc in the Power of 
intelligent Natures to aft otherwife than 
they do; they Will nothmg but what they 
are under. an- inevitable Neceflity of Will-' 
ing, and without which nothing could 
prevent the Univerfc being overthrown.. 

B E s I D E s, this Syftem has no Regard 
to the Proportion which ought to be 
maintained between Caufes and their Ef- 
fefts. *Tis agreed, for Example, that 
there is only an arbitrary Connexion be- 
tween the Charafters of Writing and the 
Sounds of Speech, fince the fame Words^ 
that is to fay, the fame Sounds,, may be 
cxprefled by quite different Charafters: 
Xet the Impreffion of the Charadcrs, 
drawn upon a Paper, makes upon the 
Eyes, that have no Knowledge, a me- 
chanical Impreffion, from whence the 
Sounds refult. If the Eye of the Body 
is ftruck by thcfe Charafters, put t h i^ 
Latin into French, thefe Cha- 
rafters no ways perceiv'd, that is to fay, 
©f which the Eye has no Idea, will, by 

Kg the 



the Intervention of the fiye, rhafce aft 
ImJ)Teffion upon the Organs of the Voice» 
and the Hand, from whence will be pro*- 
^uced French Chata^ers and Sounds^, 
H^ithout any Underftandir^ being concern'- 
cd in them. 

A NATURAL PMJofophcfr will oblige 
hiftifelf too to abandon the Hypothefi^^ 
whenever it will not fornifli him with Ex^ 
plications applicable to thofe Phenomena 
which it is defign'd to explain. Now, 
what an Infatuation mufl it be^ hot to fee 
that the Leibnittcian Syftem of Fatality i^ 
entirely contrary to the moil incontcftable 
Fafts ! A Country Woman puts twelve 
Eggs under a Hen to fit On, another puts 
fourteen ; if the fidl had put fourteen, and 
the fecond twelve, this Confufion of Time 
^nd Place would have drawn Diforder ttfo 
t>n the Univerfe, and much more fo, if 
one had put thirteen atid the other fif- 
teen. 

M R D^ Reaumur has taught the Me- 
thod of taking thofe white Butterflies from 
^hich the Caterpillars that devour Cab- 
bages are produced. Before this, thefc 
Butterflies multiplied in groat abundance^ 
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Snd the Syftem of th6 Univerfe neceflai i- 
Jy l-cquirM that it (hould be fo 5 for' every 
thing there \% cofiAefted, every thing iii a 
Chain. If afterwards thefe But-terflies were 
produced in much lefs Numbers^ there 
would happen Changes in the Univerfc 
which required fuch a Diminution, and, 
kti order th^t '^ might cake place, inevi- 
table Caufes determined Mr De Reau- 
mur to publifh his Book. I am de* 
lighted whenever I meet, in reading Mr 
Pop^ with fonoe Lines which depart from 
the Syftem of Fatality. Verfe 253, 

What if the Head^ the Eye^ or Ear repined 
Td ferve were Engines to the ruKng Mind$ 
yti/I as abfurdi &c. 

The pre-eftabliihM Harmony does not 
iufFer any one to think th-us, who allows 
the Body no Power over the Mind, nor 
the Mind over the Body. Verfe 259, 

All are but Parts afone Jtupendous fP^oUy 
'f^hofe Body Nature i/, iind God the Souli 
Thaty than^d thro^ all^ and yet in all the fame^ 
Hot eat in the Earthy as in tV Mtherial Frame ^ 
(Warm intheSun^ refrefiesin the Breeze^ 

Glows 
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Glows in the Stars j and blojfoms in the Trees^ 
Lives thro' all Life^ extends thro^ all Extent^ 
Spreads undivided^ operates unfpenty &c. 

What he adds to correft thefe fur- 
prizing Aflertions, forms Antithefes ftill 
more paradoxical. A Follower of Spi- 
'tioza would exprefs himfelf after this Man- 
ner; for Spinoza would acknowledge only 
one Subftance, to which he granted the 
Name of God, left he fhould be accufed 
of not allowing any ; and he pretended 
that we ourfelves, and all that to which 
we give the Name of Creatures, are no- 
thing elfe but this Subftance, differently 
modified. I am obliged to Father Tour^ 
tiemine for having thought how to foften 
the Expreffions of Mr Pope^ and to re- 
move them, as well as their Author, from 
a Sufpicion of Spinozifm. It is not becaufc 
Mr Pope is born a Catholic, that I take 
Pleafure in thinking that when he fpeaks 
of God, as he that 

Warms in the Suny refrejhes in the Breeze j 
Glows in the Stars y and hlojfoms in the Treesy 

V 
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his Expfefljoins iim<nuit to this . that 

it is God wh& made the S^m proper to 

warm, and the Trees to b}ofiom» I con* 
kis to you. Sir, however, that I love to 

fee God fpoken of with great Reference, 
and great Caution i and 1 am not edi- 
fy*d, when an Author, in fpciaking of 
fo great an Object, indulges himfelf in 
Turns of Wit and Anttthcfesi which may 
lead to very falfe Ideas. 1 retnember to 
have read in Vanini Heaps of pompous 
Antithefes, by which he fcem*d to teach^ 
wonderful Thk^ v mA yet he conncAed 
theft Terms logethdi- only becaufe he 
thought them contradiAory, and had 
a Mind to make the Idea to which they 
Were apply'd, pa& fisr a Collisftiotl of 
Contradifiions. 

GL Q fVING Siars^ and ihoming Tre&s^ 
prefenc us with pleafing Ideas : But if 
thcfe Expreflions are juft and well ground* 
ed, the following will be fo too : 'Tij tf^e 
ufiiver/al Cm/s^ 'tis the SoUl 4f ali Na- 
tures in a Word, 'tis God who flatters 
IB Cotft-tiers, is impofed on in the Prince, 
lyes in the Lawyer, who is perjured in 

xht falfc Witnefs^ Jwho fells Juftice in 

the 
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the Juiige, ^ blafphemes in the Irr- 
fidel, pronounces ridiculous Prayers in 
the Superftitious, metamorphofes himfclf 
into all Sorts of Figures in the Idolater, 
denies hinafeif i(i the -Atheift ; who, in 
Spinoza, is every thing and nothing, hid 
under undcterminate Expreflions, which 
give nothing real to lay hpld on : In an- 
other Author he is the great Monade, 
eternally attentive to the Play of an inft- 
mte Number of Corporeal Machines, and 
an infinite Number of Monades, whofe 
Thoughts are direfted by a neceflary 
Chain of Caufes, though, to themfslves 
they fcem free, and which imagine con- 
tinually that they diredt the Motions of 
Machines,' upon which they have no In- 
fluence, and from which they receive no 
Impreffion : Tis this great Monade which 
devours Men in the Iroquois, that mixes 
thedea,dly Draught in the Poifoncr, that 
pronounces the formidable Sentence in 
the Prefident againft ' the unfortunate- 
ConyiiSt, who however did nothing; bur 
what was impoflible for him not to dQ> 
or, as they love to fpeak it, inevita- 
ble. His Machine did it neceJSarily,. and». 

by 
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fey virtue of the pre-ejlablijh* d Harmony ^ 
his Soul willed it inevitably. *Tis too the 
fame univcrfal Caufe that executes the 
given Sentence, and makes the unhappy 
Wretch expire in Torments, He boafts 
in St Peter^ afterwards denies, and at laft 
weeps and repents, and in Judas hangs 
hinrrfcll; 

Whek a Man perfifts in Ihe Syftem 
which leads fo direiflly to fuch horrible 
Confequences, can i^be wondered if that 
he falls under the Sufpicion of Atheifm f 
What Sentiments of Religion is itpoflible 
to conceive in a Man, who indulges him- 
felf in fuch Ideas of God as ought to 
make all who adore him tremble ? 

HOMER has reprefented his Gods 
contending with one another. The Sy- 
ftem which Mr Pope defigned to flieW 
the Extravagance of, reprefents God 
as contrary to himfelf> Author of the 
Crime in the Wicked and Reprobate, and 
Author of the Punilhment in the Judges 
who condemn them ; for, according to it, 
every Thought in a human Monade is 
die natural and inevitable Confequence 

of thofe which preceded k. 

Let 
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LsT uis agaio ftop ^ liltle to confider 
the Verfes. which finiKh the firft Book. 
Verfe 275* 

*This kindj this due Degree 

CfBlindnefsj Weaknefs^ Heaven bejlaws on tbeem 

IcoNS£NT to this Expcefllan {kind) 
and do not wrangle about it, it may be 
rendered in a good ScnFe. In cffeft, 
our tgQo.rance and our Weaknefs turn 
to our Happinefs» by the Endeavours 
which we make to enligtkten and 
ftrengthen ourfclves. (Jod is pieafed 
to take account of thcfe our Endea-* 
vours, and as a tender and equitable Fa^ 
ther looks upon them Us a Meritt and 
rewards us for them« But it will not be 
the fanie with thofe who take no Fains 
to get out of their Ignorance and Weak«i 
nefs, Verfe 277. 

Submit -*- — * in thisy or any other Sphere^ 
Secure to be as bleji as thou canji hear : 
Safe in the Hand of one difpojing Pmfr^ 
Or in the natal^ or the mortal Hour. 

If thefc Wordjs Cgnify, Gvoe ydurfelf 
up to the Dire£iifin\ of, your IncUnatms and 

.:.,. pur 
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ymr Fate^ and die with Confidence. The 
Promife is great, but it requires Security, 
and, for want of fufEcicnt Security, very- 
ftrong Proofs, and fuch as are fuitable to 
fo great a Concern. 

1 N this Paragraph, from thefe Words, 

Jill Nature is but Art^ -— — *^ 
CO thofe. 

And fpight of Pride^ in erring Reafon's Spight^ 
One Truth is clear^ Whatever is, js 
Rlght, 

I muft confefs to you, that I read an 
Argument that haftens to a greater Con* 
dufion, but far from finding any Proofs, 
I fee nothing like them. 

Mv Inclination carries me, and I think 
myfelf obliged, to afcribe to Mr P<^pe no 
unreafonable Opinions : But thefe honeft 
intentions, which I congratulate myfelf 
upon, do not, however, prejudice me fo 
far, as not to difcover in thefe Exprefli- 
ons the Style of Fatalifm. die Thing 
puzzles me, and is even beyond my Com* 
prchenfion, which is, to guefs what Mr 
Poj^*^ IntCBtioh%as^ unlcfe it be the Plea- 
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fure of making Verfes upon a SubjeA 
upon which Poetry has never been yet 
employ'd. 

A W o R K of Spinozii's^ intitled, De 
Emendatione IntelleSius^ viz. of the Correcr 
tion of the Underjiandingy is looked upon 
as ridiculous. Spinoza pretended that all 
our Thoughts urer the inevitable Confc- 
quences of a Subordination, or of an 
eternal Concatenation of .Caufes> What 
is it then that he would have us reform? 
Can we, according to him, new mould 
ourfelves ? And have we^ the leatl Power 
over ourfclvesi * 

The fame Queflion may ht made to 
Mr Pope^ fuppofing him a JFataliJi^ ' To 
' what Purpofe do you write? To what 
* Purpofe do you repeat to us in pom- 
' pous V erfes, ' 'Ceafc to be proud, Think 
'* only how p fubmit thylelf to Fate.^ 
*' Be contented with thy Condition, with- 
** out defiring to amend it ?'* Fate will 
have a full Power over us, without his 
telling us fo, if his Syftem is true. The 
Care which he has taken to write will 
contribute nothing to it, his Book will 
act only on pur Eyes, his Verfes on our 

Ears, 
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Ears, and the Impreflions received in our 
Eyes and Ears will not penetrate to our 
Soul, becaufe the Body does not adl upon 
it ; and if we come to conceive fuch Opi- 
nions as Mr T^op would have us, this will 
be by virtue of a Concatenation of Cau- 
fes, which will produce them at a feafon- 
able Time, and which will acquire no 
Strength from all the Leflbns that he has 
fting us. 

It is loft Labour^ and an unjuft Re- 
proach, for him to cenfure our Pride ; 
if we have it, we received it clfewhere ; 
ie is our Bufinefs to fubmit, and this 
Submiflion too is an EfFeft of fome Corufe, 
unknown, and diftinfl from us. 

I WILL aflc Mr Pop too, Are you well 
affured of the Truth of your Syftem ? If 
he atifwers, I cannot doubt of it; We will 
reply to him, That the oppofite Syftenv 
feems evident to us, and, that we arc 
obliged to acknowledge ourfelves free and 
aftive Intelligences. What Mifchief then 
will he not render hi mfelf anfwerable for, 
if certain Intelligences, free and aftive, 
but djfpofed to indulge therofelves in Idle- 
llcfs and Vice, inftead of refifting thcfc 

L 2 Dif. 
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Difpoficions, and changing thera into more 
reafonable ones, as they might, come to 
abufe their Liberty, and, in order to live 
more licentioufly, are determined to em- 
brace the Opinion, That they arcfubjeft- 
ed to a Fate, which it is not poiDble to 
furmount, and which they cannot even 
endeavour to furmount, without making 
themfelves guilty of Impiety ! 

Thus Mr Popt^s Work can do no 
>Good : For if it be true, aa inevitable 
Fate will do all, without his being in the 
lead concerned j and if it is falfe, it may 
do a great deal of Mifchief, and lull in 
Inadbion and Security, Intelligences, ca- 
pable indeed of inftruding themfelves by 
an attentive Examination, but capable 
too of haftily embracing thofe Opinions 
which favour the Inclinations they find 
it troublefomc to refill. 
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Second Epistle? 

O E 

MtTOTE's ESSAY oh MAR 

r 

I Will begin my Reflexions on the Se- 
cond Epiftte with a Remark, that 
other Readers,' as well' as myfelf, 
have madci It is^ that when we look in 
each* of thefe Epiflles fbr nothing but In- 
-jQtrudtions, agreeable to its Title, we find 
ourfelves prefently miftaken. Mr Pope 

without doubt had confider*d all his Sub- 
Jed: before he began his Work. His 
"lively and capacious Imagination pafles. 
from on.e Idea to another, and carries itr 
felf beyond what we expefl:. From hence 
arifes this Advantage, that we read it a 
fecond Time, and thofe who are more de- 
firous to inftruft themfelves^ and under- 

ftand ic well, enter on a third Perufal. 

L 3 Prefumc. 
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**-- ^-^ PreJutnenHGadtoJian. v. i, &c. 

.This Stroke falls upon the Leibnitztan 
Syftem : There never was a more daring 
one. Its Defenders deny God the Power 
of giving Being to free and aftive Intelli- 
gences. They conceive him to be under 
a neceffity of creating fuch a World as 
we fee, and deprive him of the Freedom 
of Choice, They make him a* well 
the Author of whatever appears the moft 
(hocking to Human Underftanding^ as«f 
that which it acknowledges to be the moll 
lovely and eftimablc. 

Hh proper Study of Mankind is Man^ 

Mr. P^/^ draws, at firft fight, an Idea of 
this Man^ whom he excites us to ftudy ; 
but he clogs this Idea with fo many figu- 
rative Terms, he looks upon it in fo ma- 
ny different Lights, he prefents> it under ftv 
many Oppofitions, and fo many either real 
or feeming Contradiftions, that hisReader, 
not daring to hope to unfold it himfelf, is 
quite difpofed to give himfelf up to ,any 
one who v;ill endeavour to iaftrudi him* 
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He mAkes Sir Ifaae Newton appear 
like art Ape*. He wou'd be in the rigiie, 
ifMan was nothing but a Machine, whofe 
Springs were fet to Work by Foreign 
Caufes. Sir Ifaac Nekton had ftudred 
Himfelf, he knew from wlicnce he came, 
and to what he was. appointed; he made 
this his Employment. Endutd with Know- 
ledge, perhaps, without an Equal, his 
Modefty was as great as his Knowledge, 
and he was a better Chfiftian than an 
Aftronomer. This is the true Pi^wg 
that Mr Ik Fonlanelk gives of him. 

Two Principles in human Nature reign t 
Setf'JUve io urge^ and Reafori to re/lr-ain. 

I can eafily excufe Mr Pope for having 
perfonified Self*[L^ve and tteafon^ and 
having prefented them as two Parties, and ^ 
almoft two Subftances, which have each' 
•their proper Funftion diflFercht fttm that! 
of the other. Many Authors have made 
ufe of this Method, and by that Means 
pei-pkxM what they propofcd td clear. 
Ml" jP«!?tf, carried alofrg with the Crowd, 

and 

f Andihew'dai^^av/aoaswefiiewan^//. y*39i 
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and his own Fire^ is fo little aware of his 
having rendered himfelf obfeure, and de- 
parted from Exadnefs, that he confident- 
ly infults. the Schoolmen, more ftudious to 
divide than to unite. 

In order to profit by reading hitp, I 
haveapplyMmy fclf to feparate my Ideas. 
f\Man loves himfelf, and for that Reafon 
^ feeks to render himfelf happy. In this 
Search, when he follows confufed Opini- 
, ens, he falls into Miftakes; but' when he 
^conduds his Steps by clear Ideas, he 
has no need to repent. Inftrufted by thefe 
clear Ideas, far from reftraining him- 
felf, betakes Courage. His Ideas ipake 
him^forefce the future. They bring bafck, 
..^reeably to his Mind, the Remembrance 
of the />4/?, 'which they procured- him. 
They give him a Right to applaud him- 
felf in the pre/ent, of which they make 
him underftand and perceive the Value. 
. The better we are acquaintedwith thQ Va- 
lue of any Good, the more earneft;are 
^ we to procure it before we have if, and 
* when we are in Poffcffion of it, we take 
the greater Care to keep it, and give our- 
felvcs the Enjoyment of it with the greater 

^uentioa 



Attention and Perfevcrancc. In. propor- 
tion as our Choice, our Endeavours, and 
our Attachments are lively, they t£Ckq the 
* Nanr>e of Pa ffion s, and thefe Paffions are 
more or lefs vehenienc. They are of 
great ufe, becaufe they make as endea- 
vour with the greater Ardour and Perfeye- 
rance to acquire what we have need of, 
and what 'may contribute to our Happi-^ 
nefs and Perfeftion. But for this £nd, 
it is neceffary that the Plans* which we 
form of our Behaviour, and their Execu- 
tions, Ihou'd be founded upon, and di- 
refted by clear Ideas, and juft Conclu- 
fions. If confufed Ideas, and obfcure Opini- 
ons produce our Dfefires, and dired our ' 
Projefts, we fhall quit the fifft for a fe- 
cond, and the fecond for a third, and our 
Life will be but a Succeflion of flattering 
Hopes, Repentance, Confufions, imper- 
feift Pleafiires, and fuch as arc always ei- 
ther accompanied or fallowed by Inquie- 
tudes and Chagrin. 

By the Afliftance of this littJe Syftem, 
I cafily difcover, that which Mr Pop€ has 
not been diftinft enough in, what we are, 
•what we ought to be, and what we may 

arrive 
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arrive to, if we will endeavour for it. A. 
fcrupulous Exaftnefs wou'd not have fuited 
a Poem, whofe End is as much to furprizp 
as inftruA, to move as well as enlighten- 
The Reader muft be left to the Pleafure of 
niaking Refledlions, if he thinks fit, and 
to make a Progrefs himfelf in the Way 
which the Author was contented only to 
open. 

As Many perhaps j the Moment of his Breathy 

Receives the lurking Principle of Death ; 

The young Difeafe^ that mujl fuhdue at lengthy 

Crow% with his Grovjth^ and Jirengthens vuitb 

his Strength : 

So J caji and mingled with his very Framsj 

The Mints Difeafe^ its ruling Paffion came : 

V. 123, &c. 

- Poetry gives an Author the Privi- 
lege of not troubling himfelf about the 
Juftnefs of Comparifons, it is fufficient for 
him. if they are fpecious, and, if poffible, 
new, and by this Charadlep ftrike the Ima- 
gination of the Reader more ftrongly. I 
excufe then thefe fort of Comparifons in- 
a Poet, but fhou'd blame them in a Phi- 
lofopher. . . , 

It 
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' 'It often happens that a Perfon, threat- 
ened from his Infancy with Diforders 
in his Stomach, grows old, and dies at 
laft of quite a different Illnefs, It is the 
fame with feveral other Diftempers. 

Education, the Examples with which 
we are furrounded, and Fortune^ that 
is to fay, the Condition of thofe to whom 
we owe Life, have more Ihare in the rul^ 
ing PaJJions dian the Conftitution has, 

. The ruling Pajfun conquers Reafonjiill. 

This is true, if it be extended only to that 
which often happens ; but if he pre- 
tends to give this Remark as a univer- 
fal Truth, it is a Miftake. The want of 
Power in Reafon over the ruling PaJfiQn 
is an oldComplaint, and has given occafion 
to many Tales greedily adopted by young 
People. *' I feel in my felf a God, fays 
•' Medeay it is in vain torefift him :"— — 
True, it is not to be done without ftrug- 
gling, but however it may be done. 

A Man who was not acquainted with 
Socrates^ and who pretended to a Skill 
.in rPhyfipgnomy, perceived in Jiim the 

Marks 
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Marks of certain Inclinations which So^ 
•urates was very remote from. The Phyfi* 
i^nomifl: was laughed at, and woiild have 
joft all his Reputtation, if Socrates had 
not been fincere enough to own that he 
ikras born with tbofe Di^ofttions^ but 
that he had taken grcat Pains to get rid 
of them. 

What cannot be doiae ealily, may 
be accompliftied by a little Trouble; 
what cannot be brought about by flight 
Endeayours, may be procured by a greater 
Application and Perfeverance ; that which 
is become exceedingly difficult by being 
deferred too long, would have been much 
lefs fo, if it had been endeavoured at in 
good Time; Every one, if he will, may 
iHake happy Experiments of this, and by 
that means find in himfelf the Overthrow 
of thofe Syftems that tend to Fatality." 

If there are in every Man certain In- 
clinations againfl which Reafon has no 
Power, and that he is, by this means, 
reduced either to filence that Reafon, 
or to the miferable Extremity of con- 
ftantly condemning himfelf, and doing 
all his Life that which he cannot avoid | 

con- 
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condemning. If God has made us fucb, 
and is the Author of thefe Contrarieties, 
where are the Wonders of that Providence 

«• — - — . All good^ and wtfe^ 

Jlike in what it gives ^ and what denies ? 

Mk Pope, Ep. 1. V. 197*, and the fol- 
lowing, ftill figurative in his Style, and 
Hvely ia his Poetry, does not enough di- 
ftinguilh between the Virtues and Vices 
of Men. There may be fohie who may 
eafily know themfelves in his Pi&ures^ if 
they will j there are fome perhaps who 
will take Occa£on from thence to re- 
form, fiut, 'tis to be feared that many, 
will make i a wrong Ufe, and excufe 
themfelves from growing more ftridily 
virtuous than they are. 

I F Men were perfeftly reafonable,. 
Mankind would be happy, every one 
WQuld confuit another's Good like his 
own ; btit there are few .who take Reafon 
conflantly for their Guide. The Number 
of thofe who give but a flight Attention 
to it is verygreat, and there are too many 
who deviate entircl y from it. Ne verthelefs , 

M God, 
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* Jho* each, fy Turns, the other'' s Right invade^ Sec, 
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G6d, who doe^nbt think At ta^iew-ttiOuf<i' 
Mankind, ntr revoke the Lib^ty ' thar 
Hre has grveti tt iiatnan ¥tatar(i, ftlfPert* Jt6t 
the Abufes which ttey tnkke 6f that Lr- 
berty ; tfe Obliquity t)rtheirWiti ^htlthc 
Cbitaption x>i their Heairt, to oi^rttftib w 
Society » and lie BndJmeank in; his Wifi* 
dom. to digues Good irom Qk Men are 
fenfible of their Wittts^. ladi haS Need 
of the Afliilantc t)f others t / They ate 
frotn theiKre cKMivincedof tfacBTeceffity th^ 
arre under of doiing mutual good Offices ; 
they are pleaferi with this laccrcburfej atid^ 
after haviflg begun^ oot of ^ Nfbtive irf 
l)itereft, that which It xn^uid jhkte bisen 
more generow to have began out oT iui« 
cere AfFeftion , there tlpc fooBC who 'Com* 
<inue it upon inorfe laudable {^fticiples; 
That^which Men wotild naof be detfiN 
min'd to by Geherofity* they apply them^ 
fcivcs to upon a Motive of Aimbitioi»(» 
and Principles, which 4irc wry fu fhwn 
being upright, make them frame am A]^ 
pearance of Virtues, which Society oltei) 
receives Advantage from, but &nnRjtiine« 
fufFers by. Thefe are the Ideas that oc- 
pjr^d to me, and -which-l -bayeTa«g*d mthe 

*above 
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abave Order,, m refleding upon the fore- 
going Vcrfes. 

' took t xuihoftwi btnte into tie Notion faH^ \ 
Tiat Vice or Virtue thert is nme at all v. aoa 

This Exvclamation ftruck me, I d\^ 
fxoi expeft ip^ Mr Pope, is npt ufed tp 
.explain his Principles in a Manner fenfiblp 
enough to' let us fee the Connexion of one 
pf his-Periods wich the other, 
^ Th« Syfteni of Fatality gives Rgom fof 
thi$ Objeftion: If all happens neceiT^rilyi 
if our Volitions thenafelv.es, and that wlric^ 
appears to us the moft free^ is owing , tp 

the Concatenations of Caufes, and fecrec 

...» ^^ . • •• 

Impreflions, whpfe Effefts are iney} table j 
jdiew paliqs nocking in Intelligences, thaf 
deferves either to be rewardied ' ojt pu,- 

piibe4^ 

. Wh?n the Author tells nw Nero migh|C 

^gvq reigned like Tttus^ if he w^uld; I 
^fwera "C^uW He Will ie? ExperienQe 
proves that he could not, for that which 
iid happi^n, naqft ncceflfarily h^ve hftppen'd.' 
N^y, . th* Good of .the Univerfe required 
|h*t Nero fhpuld live 4s he did, f<?r ,Qtheri- 

wife he would. not. havie 1 iyed fo .5 fibr It did 
. M 2 not 
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not belong to Nero to make the leafl: 
Breach in any of the Links which com*- 
pofe thofe Chains that pre&rve the Har- 
mony of the Univcrfe. 
. . A M o N . the Partifans of Fatalifm,, or 
thqfe ^ho apologize for it, there are lome- 
who have taken this Turn in order to 
make the pre-eftahli/bed Harmony the more 
cafily receivabJe. 

God, who forefaw what thofe Motions 
of the Body, which Men from time. to 
time defire, would be, formed the Ma- 
chine of the human Body in fuch a Man- 
^ner, that by virtue of its ConftruAion, 
and by virtue of the Operation of Beings 
that aft exernally upon it, it performs of 
ftfelf Motions conformable to the Will 
of the Soul. - 

From hence it plainly fpllows, that all 
'the extravagant Thoughts which may arife 
in the Soul, all the falfe Judgments, all 
the abfurd Reafonings, all the impure^ 
ijnjuft, dcteftable, monftrous^ cruel, blaf- 
phcmatory Defires ; all thefe Adions that 
might fucQcflfively arife in the Soul; the 
eternal Being has fo fkilfully formed the 
whole Univcrfe, and human Bodies in 

parti^ 
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particular^ that every .one of them fea- 
fonably, at its proper Time, fliould have 
Motions conforniable to the Will of a 
oertain Soul. . That in the Succefllon o^ 
Ages^' there fhould appearMachines, which 
would: execute exadly all the Horrors of 
the rhquifitton. The Univerfe was pre- 
par'd, from' the Beginniiig of its Conft ruc- 
tion, . to caufe fuch Machines to appear 
upon its great Theatre, and God lent his- 
great Art to the Execution of thefc de^ 
teftabie Volitions. 

: They muft have an cxceffive Prefump-. 
tidri in favour of themfelves, and look on 
the reft of Mankind with the utmoft 
Coritfempt, who imagine them to be fo 
ftupid as hot tpo fee that this Philofophy. 
tends diredUy to overthrow all Religion'* . 

. In a Monaide, that is to &y, a Sub«^ 
fiance perfedlly fimple, the Idea of. a 
Theft arofe with the •Will to execute it- 
Thi^ Monade was called the Soul of Car- 
touch. The Idea of that Man, and the 
Will to imitate him, arofe in many others. 
Immiediately theMi^chiEesfound: themfelves 
dijTpofedi and the Univerfe lent its Affift^ 
ance to fct thcqj a playing. The Idea « 

M 3 of 
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of a Card rilfes in the IMbnadeof a Game.* 
flen by the E&& of ao icmuimeiaLblt Cofu 
catenation of MoveEriems^ its Hand'|)0€« 
ci&Iy lays bold of its Catd, ami tUnnvs 
it lipon die Tabic. The Will tif the o* 
tfaer Players is determrtned after ai icer* 
tain Marni&j md i!he Cdnftroftion of the 
TJniverie real ifes thefe i^^s« Who vmfd 
not admire the incompvehoifibie Art of 
the perfed Wifdomof riitjadotabtle Qrear* 
tor, who does all «? 

In the Monade of David arifiES the Idea 
of a beautiful Wotnan txxning (oui of the 
Bath) ami together with this Idea artl^ 
the Will of pofiefling her. In tiia« very 
Time, in another Monade, anfe che idea* 
of being fought by a King, and the Will 
follows thefe Ideas, and the Motions ^ 
Mad^ines all prepared for their Exiecnti- 
on. The Ideas and Wtib of fererat Soufs> 
not one of which had any Infloenctt upon 
tKe other, and which, by the Effeft of in*^ 
mimerable Succeffions, were ev^ry one of 
them produced at the prop^ Time» fol- 
lowed alb this with the Niovenlents of 
Machines, each of which punftualty ex* 
ccuted the cwxcfpondent Will, f^tn^ n 

that 



tkttt of Uriahs vrhofe Springs vMt put m- 
Difordcr. Indeed Iwrc is more than enmigh 
to render any one, that gives himfclf xt^\ 
to thefe Chknefas, mad, imtefe he be 
aires^y fe. ' • 

- How tnatiy Tears might it have faved 
t>aviij if he had i)cen acquainted with the 
Lie^hitziaii Syftem ! All this, wouM he 
teive fold, ought inevitably to happen t 
Tht t^ctfeftion of thetfnivtrfc required 
it. It wasneccfl&ry for him to*be what he 
was, in order that, of all poffiMe Wotkt^ 
o^ Mona^eft, lie ynight be the fnuft 
worthy of God. There is but tocy mueh 
Appearance^, that the Indioation pf ac*> 
^uiriog fuch a Traiiiqaillity as this^ h the 
true Soitrce of thai: Yiolenc^ with whid^ 
many People^ wiio ane pot Fpols^ ^4?IPC 
this Syftem. 

This Reafoning which I al ledge againft 
the l^atflilift^ is. without con^ «- 

bo ve their Subtleties^ bvc fioee tbey aie 
unable to anfwer, jihir]^ elode^r. Oh Fools! 
not t<i difcover the Difference between Virtue 
49nd Vicehl tgr6ty this h truly a FoHy,^ 
and^ the grcateft Extravagance: But, in 
/Wdferto aVoidbeingg^aty of this, it is not 

c fufficient 
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f^ifficient to perceive a Difference between 
Virtue andVice, in the fame maraier, as we * 
find one between a prape and a Chefnut ; ^ 
Virtue merits Efteem, is amiable and wor- 
thy of Reward ; Vice is defpicable, odi- 
ous, and deferves Punifhment; this mufl: 
be added,' and yet this Addition wou*d 
not be allowed, if God was equaliyAuthor 
of one and the other, and if the one was' 
as inevitable a Confequence of the Con- 
ftruftion of the Univerfe, and its firft; 
Impulfe, as the other.. i . 

Fice is a Monfi^r cf /o /rightful Meu^ v. io8. • 
jls to be hated. needs, but to tifeeii, :o i. ; 

This is a fine Cohfeffion : However, this 
Monfter, frightful as Ihe is, feen too op^ 
grows familiar to usj ind we grow familiar 
with her: This is but too ttue, and the 
Fatalifta are a Proof of it. * 

What happier Natures /brink at with Affrighty : 
'A.harden'dProfligate-— - > . ; 

.\; --contends is rights '. ^ -j 

We vulgar Minds, when wejhear of a] 
Murder being commicted> are concerned, 
at It, and 9ftcii jhcd Tcarsj but a Fata^i 
'■■.?. " lift. 
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Hft,eftabli(hed in his fublime Speculations » 
will concent himfelf with faying. What a 
Happinefs is this 1 Had not this Murder 
happened, one Chain wou*d have been 
broke, and all the reft wou*d have felt 
the EfFefts .of it. The Univerfe woa*d 
have been (haken, and perhaps quite 
overfct by it. *' But do not you pity 
•* the affliftcd Fatfiily, who fiifferfo 
** greatly by the Lofs of fuch a Father ? 
You' may weep with them if you pleafe 
(wfU he reply;) fince you fliedTears, I con- 
dude that they are neceflary : But with 
me, the 111 that happens to a Part gives 
Place to the Good of the Whole. The 
:Univerfe is more dear to me than a fingle 
Family,' That which has juft happened 
gives me Joy. 

. The Ri" is a great deal of Difference be^- 
tween admiring the Wifdom, Goodnefs, 
arid Power of God, who does not fuffer 
Vice to produce all the 111 in Society, 
that might naturally arife from ir, and 
who even draws ufeful Eflfefts from itj 
there is, 1- fay, a great deal of Difference 
between this, and laying it down for cer* 
t^in, chat God himfelf is the Author of 
. - . thofc 



tbofe A^ons which wc caUviciauft» ai^ 
that he produces them- in order to dc;' 
duca that Good which ^we fee arife from 
them. I will not therefore, like Mr Pafe^ 
reckon the^^iVii^^/sB^as a Frailty » I wiH 
hot iky lbat» ia ordpr to tounUntmrk e^lf 
f$lly andC^pric^ Qod, has giv^en - ; 

3i Kings Prefumption, qfid to Crowds Beliefl ^ 

l^RSsuMPTioir ought not tobclook- 
upon as the Gift of God to Princet i 
This Gift IS not advatitageotts to them«' 
felvcs. t can eafily cx>inprehehd chat the 
People often fuffer by it, and this is prcr 
Ved by Experience-, but I do not fee what 
Advantage ttey reap from it, A Princis, 
who has not a greater Opinion of his ow^ 
Ability than it really deferves, 'takes 
Counfel, and deliberates with Attention $ 
A Prince who docs not think of himfeif 
greater than he is^ and reckons himfeif to 
be of no greater Value in the fight of God 
than his Subjefts are, will govern them 
with much the greater Juftice. 

Neither is Credulity a Gift of Hearoiu 
I'o believe without Proof, is to abandoa 

Reafon *, 
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Reafon ; buf iiot to p.rcfuma to .decide 
that which is above the. Reachof what we 
kn6w ourrelres t6be capable otj is Wif- 
dfMu A Mn of the' ooimtfoik l^e0ple» 
J&b tlK>fe^ who ^nk thty bs¥e more SmUt 
tteii te, difpute^ Dtidioiit thaftiUittig fcinl^ 
i^to fni^t thiM Agree, 4iid witbouc eii# 
^(&aiK)tx!4ifg, %y hiih AlS^iions or^Ncgati* 

. . . / 

Tau^MIf 4k Reafon, ^^^^ /«^r/ "Decay, 
J5f^ pekme ^De^ath^ and cdrdy ^afi away. 

'If third y^iBL fulitig PaffioaJn Man, itii 
thfeDefiiie-ofX.i&. Mr* Fi^e'mihkmtL» 
thinks £t to llibgo£b it «9 iSe^j^ ivshofe 
WeitsneTs he h^ befbre ^ftabiiftied. There 
5fe People -who ate terribly afraid of Death 
notwithftatiding diefe two Afflftancw, nmd 
there une a -gteat Ntmiber whDfe Pears cbe 
Sentittttnts of Religion alo*e »e alrfe to 
remove. But Mr Popeh^s not d&oug^ 
fit to celebrate ^his.valuable Prefent in 'his 
Poem; he there celebrates our WeakneiOTes, 
oar very Vices 4i(gaifea^ under the Name 
of Virtues^-, 'ai^d k ^i& not fit icbirt fteK* 
gion ihou'd- be put upon a Level with 
them. 

JVbate'er 
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tVhatfer the Paflibn — ^ — v. 451. 

Kot one will change his Neighbour with himfelf. . 

TiTesb Exprefliote are equivocal : No. 

Man that confider^ what he fays wpu'd 

change htmielf for another* that is to fayy 
ccafe to be himfelf in order to become 

another, for what Advanuge wou'd he 
£ain from fuch a Change ? Ceafing to be, 
himfelf, he wou'd ceafe to be ; but as to 
Circumllances, nothing is more common 
than to fee People difcontentcd with their 
own Condition, and admiring that of 
others. Mr Tope; is a great Poet, and 
therefore I am perfuaded he has a great 
regard for Horace^ who has fo elegantly 
declared this Truth in his Verfes. So Mr 
PopeWiXi. not convince us by the Force of 
Antithefes, though to augment the Num- 
ber of them he makes a Colleftion of 
Madmen; 

The Sot a ISrOy Lunatic aXing. v. 258. 

Therb does not feem to me any thing 
to draw this Confequence from. 

See ! fomejlrange Comfort every State attend* 

This 



MrV.o:^^'sJE^ay.m,Man. 133 

This preteralcd.Faft ia oontracy to Expe- 
rience, a4)d in fome of thefe Comforts 
there vtou'd be more Folly than Wonder; 
and we (hou?d be rather to^be pitied than 
congratulated. Here feenos to me to be 
One truJ^i'dlid an4 rational : It is necef^ 
i^ry: for Mankind, that thofe who com*> 
pofe it fhou*d be divided into feveral Pro^ 
$linons. .Alow Mechaoick,. a Shepherd, 
or Labourer may fay, There are fome Pro* 
feiTiOQS.more fhining than, mine, but I had 
not a Capacity of attaining to them, and 
the great Governor of Men is as well 
pleafed with me, if I difcharge that which 
i^ fallen to my. Share with Diligence and 
FidfelSjty^ asiif I was.ferviceable to Man- 
lUfid.ina.bighcr Rank, of which, pern 
l^^ps*. I xnighi:not acquit my felf fo well. 
\T\ s thus too that Envy and Emula- 
tion, are not; the Gifts of God, efpecialiy 
Envy, wj>ich Mr Pope joins with Emu- 
lation, thQ* they are very different : Pro* 
yidence however direfts them to good Ef- 
fe<5ts, bqt tiiefe Efitfts might flow more 
pure and more abundant from another 
Source* - An honeft Man fees another of 
the fame Profcffion work induftrioufly, 

N and 
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and go on with great Succefs. He has 
an Efteem for this aftivc Man, he like* 
the Ufe which he makes of his Talents # 
he reads with Pleafure his own Duty in 
this Example, and is excited to imitate 
it; he will follow his Modidbl:hsin, taid 
be very far from endeavouriu^M circum- 
vent him out of Efivy. 

It is not ncceflary then that Pride 
ihould be 

Beftovf'i on all a tommon Friends 

Each Want of H(fpin0fs by Hope Jupply% 
And each Vacuity of Senji by Prid^. 

This does happen, but it is not the 
Work of God. The Light of R^rafon is 
fufiicient to fupply us with incbtftparably 
more folid and valuable Comforts* What 
an Imagination is this ! A Man pleafes 
himfelf with making Verfes, and fucceeds 
very ill in them ; he is^ not, however, dif- 
couraged or mortified with it « Why? 
Becaufe God has been^acioafly pleafed 
to fupply his little Share of Capacity 
by a very large Share of Pride : Within 
a very little of being the laft in the Lift 
of Poets, he is happy in being mad 

enough 
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enough to think himfclf almoft worthy of 
the firfl; Rank, at kaft, equal to thofe 
who are reckoned to be m thc^fecond or 
third. 

Men have the Wcaknefs to aflcnt to 
Conjeftures which pleafe them 5 by this 
means they entertain themfelves with Chi- 
meras^ and feed their Vanity. This is 
their own Fault cntirely,^ it ought not to 
be laid upon God» who does not make^ 
Men Fools to prevent their being difcon- 
tented. Let them become wife; this 
happy Change will procure them Satif- 
faAion. But the Fatalifl will fay. It is of 
Importance to the Univerfe, that they 
Ihould perfift in their Folly. 

Let us confers this Truth, 

— — — Tbf Man's a Fool, yet God is wise. 

This Truth is inconteftable. It is impoffi- 
ble that the Folly of Men fhould, in re- 
ality, caft the leaft Blemifli upon the 
Wifdom of God, But ihould we not be 
afraid of obfcuring, of perplexing, and 
even deftroying the Idea whichiwe ought 
to form to ourfelves of this all adorable 

N 2 Wif- 
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Wifdbm, by afcribing to it, as one df 
its EfFcfts, the Folly of Men,* and 
that Pride, which intoxicates and ac- 
companies them all their Life as ^ccm* 
mm Friend? 
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< Third Epistle 

OF 

UtTOTE'i ESSAY on MAN- 

THE Ancients gave their Poets 
the Name of Faies^ that is to 
fay, Prophels. Their warm Ima* 
gination exprefTed itfelf in fo lively and 
pompous a Manner, they fpoke in fo ex- 
alted a Strain, that they feem*d to have 
a Commiffion of inftruAing Mankind 
from fome invifible and fuperior Power. 
I confefs, Sir, that I perceive in this 
Work of Mr Pope's the Marks of thofc 
Imaginations which Father Makbrancbe 
<:alls contagious. I find myfelf attracfled, 
I know not how, to read him with Plea- 
sure, and even Rcfpedt. Prepared by th^ 
Effcil of his Poetic Profc, when he 

N 2 begins 
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begins his third Epiille with caUbgme 
bounded Man / * I humbly fubmit myfclf 
to my Matter, and prepare myfelf to re- 
ceive hi^ L^oirs wtthr^ef|ie6b[ B*t ^ 
inveterate Habit that calls me back to ex- 
amine, prompts imc focjafk him; You 
who demand my Attention by tl^fe Im- 
perious '£kpre&U>iii,'- Ledht^iiiieJ^ Man^ 
do you perceive that your Mind has car- 
ried itfelf beyond "the Bounds prefcribed 
to the Mind (rf others? Twc^jld. Have it 
fo, for I feek to be inftrufted^ I attend 
to you theft. t^Yt^rfe i*^ > '^ -J i ' f j^^ 

• 5y^^ UniveVfal C^ufe- • ^■'; £ 
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Let this great Truth be prefent Night and. Day i 
Bus m^ he^ prefenty, if we preach, ff pray. 

Here is a great deal of Knowledge, knd 
that oF the moft fublime-9o¥t; 'ISdr Popi 
giv€s us more than he had itiade m hope 
for^ Ep. I. V. 21. ' 

, ' T • » • • •- 

Thro" Worlds unnunil^er'd tho* the God' be knonjjn^ 
* 'fts^ours.to trace, Kim only in our own, 

. . I I I ^ ■ . I i * . , . I • ' -•'--».. V ♦ lltT t* 

' • ft 

* J^PP^enSf U4rhme borne^ que h mmtre -du monde^ 

\^ ^/nel\ fremh Tranflation. 



FvT. here he afcendi toft^i unhirfdl 




ther expla'^ned or ^ove^ this one Etid*: 
He only affiifes us, in an impcHous 

'it 




Wiys about it. V/^:*; , 
' With a View of entering into his 
Thought, in order to learn the better 
how to J>ray^ I at firft Si^lit perceive, 
that if I look upon the Unfverfe^ as ' a 
Colledion of Springs, Ip rOnnefted d*om 
the' Beginning, and ^fo dsradly 'jirpportl- 
oned, that their Play can* never ^be inter- 
rupted or diverted, the uni^er/al' Cauje 
has nothing to do but to cc^ntemplate th'e 
Execution of that Play ;vyhich \% ordain- 
fed, and which inevitably cOntiiiues in its 
Execution. In this Cafe, both Sermons 
and Prayers are ufelefs. ** What have I 
7' to a(k for? All that can happen in the 
*** prefent Univerfe will inevitably hap- 
■*^ pen. Shall I confine myfelf to Thankf- 
'** giving? That would be Ignorance and 
** Pride: It is not for me that this great 

" Ma- 
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«* Machine was made ; 'tis no more for 
^^ me than Aoimals, and other Ufes uih- 

^^ known to me, that this Earth where 

f* I fee myfclf was placed in that Ppr- 

^^ tion of infinite Space where it now is, 

*• The divine Nature was, by its own 

*« Perfeftion, inevitably determined ,io dp 

/^ all that it has done. I could not, fail 

^^ of being what I am, and as it was imr 

^* pof&ble I fhould be any thing more, 

.^* fo it was impoflible I fhould be any 

<^ thing lefs. It implied a Contradiction, 

^^ in a neceifary and eternal Nature, that 

*♦ I fliould be forgot/' Thefe Truths, 

which continually prefent thcmfelves to 

Preacher and People, will amount only 

to telling them, Ceafe to preach, and 

ceafe to pray. 

SPINOZJ compofed a Work in La- 
tifjy with this Title, T^eotogko-Poliiicusy 
it was tranflated into French^ under the 
Title of Advice to tbofe good Souls that 
deftre to be faved. I remember that I 
was very young when this Tide tempted 
me to buy the Book, and I wearied my- 
felf with looking for what was not there. 

But 1 do not quit the Defign of free* 
ing Mr Fope^ as much as I can, from 

being 



bring 'fufpefted U Fajcalifm. I have th«ft 
Recourfe (always with a View of €»• 
plakMng4iftm by'bimielf) to the Idea that 
he gives me of God, Ep*!. v* 2^59^ 

^// jr^ but Parts of me JiupendourWhole^ 
Whife Body Nature /V, and God the SouL 

Hfi is in 'the right to call this a Jiupif^ 
dHis Whole, nothing is a greater Para-* 
dox, or more incredible, if this Defcrip- 
igmi is to^be taken literally.} for as God 

• V 

/- '.refre/hes in the Breeze^ 

[Clows in the StarSy and bloffims in the Trees, 

Jr fflould be added too, Ttti^^he'btef- 
^emes in the l^rophane, xheats in the 
Hnave, utters ^Horrors from the Tribu- 
rtak of theinquifition, and does Execu- 
tion Upon the miferabfe-ftifpeitedPerfons, 
This cannot be Mr P^^^'s Meaning. I 
fee very well what I muft rejcft, but it 
is not fo clbtfTito mc what muft be re- 
t^inM. Tf 'Nature is the Body of which 
God is the Soi^l, I am then' a fmall 'Part 
df his Body, and what need have i to 
ibllicit him irjr my Prayers to take care 
of thatii^hrch kis^'^ecern^lNatiire has inevi^^ 
* tably 
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tably determia'd him to appropriate tb' 

himfelf as his Body ? 

I DO not» limited Being as I am, exalc 

myfelf fo highly> and I do not receive 

for a Principle what I do not underftand, 

and what leads me into Contradidions. 
With regard to intelligent Beings, fuch as 

Men are, it is enough for me to conceive, 

that God is always willing to be found of 

th(^e that feek him, to give himfdf to them^ 

and make them happy ; but will abandrfPiqi 

thofe, who negled and flight him, to th<t 

Fate which they deferve, and which thej^ 

draw upon themfclves. The EfFcfts ot 

this conftant Will are diverfified a thou^ 

fand Ways, according to the greater or 

lefs Care that one Part of Men take ia 

making a good Ufe of their Liberty, 

and the greater or lefs Excels with wlvch. 

others abufc it. 

In the fifth Vcrfe, 6?^. Mr Po$e difplays. 

his Poetic Eloquence in tracing us anldea of 

the Newtonian Syftcm, with regard to At;* 

tradion. He here finds his Chains again, to 

which I do not apprehend that intelligent 

Natures are fubjefted ; and the NewtmianB^ 

9re very far from thinking that the Attrac- 

mm 
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rtion of a Straw bjr a Stick of Sealing- 
wax is conne£ted with the mutual At^^ 
traftions of xhe PJanets and the Sun ; 
they very well fee what an Abfurdity it 
would l^e to fuppofe that thefe Attradi- 
ions fhould influence one another. 

Verfe 27 *, He endeavours to reclaim 
foolift) Man to Wifdom, by teaching hini 
to p\it himfelf more upon a Level with 
the Brutes than he does. But do not let 
us miftake : Mr Pope has a mind to ban. 
ter. Poetry is an enchanting Art that me* 
tamorphofes Objefts juft as. it pleafes* 
A Poet may make an Encomium upon 
a Flea, or, if he pleafes, a Tyrant; at one 
Time he defcribes the Happinefs of a Coun- 
try Life, or the Pleafures of that Simpli- 
tity in which the firft Men liv'd 5 at ano- 
ther, he fets the Magnificence and Charms 
of the Town, where Luxury and Seafua- 
lity reign, in oppofitionto the Labour and 
flender Pleafures of the rude Simplicity 
of the Country, let it be celebrated never 
fo mjich. There is no Scruple in thefe 

Poems 



>•>« 



f Has God, thou Fool, work' djokly for thy Goodf 
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Poems of makiBg ufe oi Tuoia of \y'itaijd 

Exaggerations. . , 

^4// fsrves^ and is firved\ but ^ds. in 
a very different Senfe. It i^ever enjter'd 
into the Head of Brutes. to tak€ Care, of 
Men, in order to make theai fubXefviq^: 
for t;heir Ufe. Whereas MaA provkies 
for the Brutes, not for their Sa,kes but hi$ 
own. If the Bird? are the better, for fonae 
, Grains of Wheat remaining oa tha Sur- 
face of the Earth* and which wQu'd have 
been of no. Service there tp the. Cxop, the 
Husbandman whom thefe Birds delight 
with their Singing, fimufe.wjth their 
Flight, and feed with their Fleih, is not 
difpleafed at it, fince he acquires both Plea^ 
fure and. Advantage frpm it. 

If Meri either ^o^'4 ^9^ or«WQu!d not 
deprive AflintiaJs of Life, they .wou'd mul- 
tiply in fuch grpat Qwai}tities^,that they 
wou'd ftarve one aupthcr, . aad moreover 
rob Men of their Food. , Men. think thea 
that they have ^ Right to haften the Death 
of a Creature which, without them, wou*d 
infallibly die, and, perhaps, in a fhort 
time. Now it does not appear that Ani- 
mab have any Apprchcnfion of this Acci- 
dent 
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dent to difturb the Quret of their Lives; 
and the Pleafures which they receive from 
it ; whereas Men are follicited, and even 
under a Necelfity to take Care for their 
Prefervation, by a natural Af&<%ion, 
which attaches them to Life, and by a Re^ 
pugnance e(^lly natural to any thing 
that may tend to ihorten it 

Th£&£ are Countries of a mtxlerate 
Extent, where ia one Year are killed 
thoufands of Deer and Boars, and yet the 
Peafants lutFer greatly from the Damage 
that they do. If thefe Animals were to 
multiply without being meddled with, v^ 
a few Years People wou*d be obl^ed to 
abandoaxhe Cultivation of the Earth.' Tho 
Inhabitants of the Ifle of Chios were former* 
ly obliged todeftroy ail the Partridges, and 
whenever a Fli^t <>f thefe Bif ds arrived 
there, they fell upon them as cbey yrqix'd 
have done upon Pirates, 

To tach unthinirng Being Hemfn a Wieni 
Giv0i not the ufelefs Knoi)ole^e of its End: 
To Man imparts it ; but withfuch a View 
Jsy while he dreads ity makes him hope it toti. 

He is midden here. • A£^ Men do not a^ 

O ways 
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ways think juftly, and confequently on 
many important, or indi£ferent Occafions 
they contradi£b themfclves. This. is en- 
tirely their own Fault, and not at all an 
Impreflion of God^ Man out of Impatience 
fochetitnes wiflies for Death ; but, for the 
mod: part> were it to approach^ we ihou'd 
find him like the. Man in ibe Fable^ who 
had riot enough confider'd what he faid. 

The Hour conceaVd andfo remote the Fear^ v. 8o 
^Deathjiill draws nearer never feeming near. 
Great Jianding Miracle! 

There docs not feem to me to be any 
Grounds for this Exclamation; The Af- 
fiftance of Heaven is not at all ncceflary 
here. Man is a free and aftive Being ; 
when he pleafes he fixes his Thoughts up- 
on an Obje6b, and when he pleafes he turns 
them from it: There ire but very few 
Inflances, in which he has not this Power. 
The Idea of Death makes him uneafy, he 
turns his Thoughts from it, and gives 
them up to the Prefent, that ftrikes and 
amufes him. If he was wifer, he wou*d 
not form wrong Notions to himfelf 5 he 
wou'd look upon things as they really 

are. 
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arc. Life is a Journey that the Goodnefs^ 
of God gives us to make agreeably. He 
liirrounds us with his Favours, to invite 
us to give him Thanks, and be grateful. 
And indeed the Effcdt of our Happinefs 
is from time to time interrupted, in 
order that we fliou'd turn our Wilhes and 
Steps to a better, which we ought to e-r 
lleem our Country. A Perfon who lives 
thus, loves his Life, as the Gift of a God,. 
who is now invifible to us; and does not 
fear Death, which will tranfport us to 
the Knowledge of him. 

I confefs that the generality of Mankind 
behave themfelves quite otherwife. They 
avoid the Thoughts of Death by Inatt^rn. 
tion and Diverfions •, they drive, this Sub- 
jeft out of their Mind, and fomc have re- 
courfe to Debauchery, and feek in Wine 
a Remedy againft the troublefome Emo- 
tions that this Idea gives them ; but I 
do not fee any Reafon in all this for ex« 
claiming. 

Great Jianding Miracle ! that Heaven qffigfC4 
Its only thinking Thing this Turn of JkCnd. 

This 1^ no Miracle, for how can Beings 
t' O 2 which 
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which do wt thinks be capable of thh 
Turn of Mind ? 

: I am very far from envying Mr F^ 
the Honour that his Vcrfes have acquired 
him ; but there is an ancient Poet, whofe 
S^itiftiencs he muft permit to prefer to 
his. He begged God co give him Grace 
to makis fo juft a Conaputation of his 
Pays, as might make his Heart the vrifer, 
aad his Behaviour the better. 
. In the ibllowing Verfcs Mr Pnfe com- 
pares the InftinA of Bmtes with the Rea- 
fon of Man : I will endeavour co render 
tbeie Ideas more fimpie. Ma^n was made 
capable of conduding hitnfelf by Reafeo*^ 
It is h)s DiKy to make a good Ufe of 
this; but he is not necefl&rily compelled 
to it. It is a Merk ki him.tp chufe wifely^ 
and perfevere in a joft Choice. 

Reason was ik>t given for a <?uide to 
Bruies. That which in them fupplies the 
WancrfReafon,fa called /«/j»^. Thisln- 
ftin£t is not fubjedt to deviate like Reaibn, 
for if it was, by what means cou'd it be re- 
ftor^d? TheBeafts then aregovern'd by con^ 
ftant Laws. Their Ideas, or tlie Seniations 
which lupply ike Place of Ideas in theaa^ 

lead 
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cid them to but a fmall Number of Ob- 
jefts, . and A£tions of but few kinds; They[ 
are confined to thefe, for they arq not ca7 
pable of making a different Choice, they 
have only thefe few Ideas and Senfatiqns* 
The Cells, the Matter that compof^s^ 
them, and the Manner of getting.it, are 
prefcnt to aBee, and it cannot imploy jifelf 
about any other Thing. But in Man, one 
Idea drives out another; hence Diflra6lions 
of Thoughts, Levity, and Interruption 
in afting. Reafon may fupply thefe De- 
fefts, and fix him to his proper Puty ; 
*tis his Fault if he does not make this Ufe 
pf it, and his Merit if he does. 

HowEviR, Inftindl is not always fo 
fure in Animals, as Mr Pope feems to in- 
finuate. There are fome forts of Food, 
that are plea fan t to them, which taken |n 
too great Quantities caufe their Death, 
There is a kind of Hay very nourifhing 
and good for Horfes, but deftroys them 
if given too largely. Mr Be Reaumur 
tells of a Butterfly, who made its laft Meai 
on a little bit of Sugar, becaufe it fucked 
it too greedily^ 

Now, in th^Leihmtzian Syftem, nothing 

O 3 is 
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h tn&ift liiperftuduii cbftA an fnftitifl: jft 
Beaiits jbiii^ to the C^rfweal KUcbiney 
Which fe eofnpoifed in ^bch ^ Make, and ^ 
contieared to all the Parts of the Unhrerfe, 
that nothing happens to k but what is in** 
tvitable, by virtue of thts ConftrBTftfcm, 
a:nd of its itifaliibfe Relation to aH the reft, 
inver. 154, 5&C. Mr P(?p^ gives tis aPoe* 
tical tJefcription of the Golden Age. He 
had a Mind to ont-^do all the Poets, who 
had ever treated thisSubjeft ; he has fuc- 
ceeded in it, and his Imagination has gone 
i great deal furthef than theh-s. 

Man waWdwitb Sieq/lJBlnt Tenant iphe Shade^ 

' the /dm his TiibU^ andthejami bis -S«f ; 

' » « ^ 41. ^ . « • « ^«t « « « • 'ii' '^ 

• //f f he fame Temple^ the refounding Wood^ 
}tll Focal Beings bpmfd their equal G$d. 

Poetry mnft: ha^e great Charms to 'maik£ 
fuch tbold :Fi4flions^ a^ thefe be rrlsad ymtk 
Pieafure. Tbeite are Perfons who take 
a Pride in being incredulous when they 
ar^ told, that the En)pire of Man, iin hie 
State of Innocence, extended ^to thofe Spe* 

ties of Animals, Which ^tc now A> fierce 
^ and 
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and untameable. And I much doubt whe* 
ther Mr Pop^s Verfcs will have the Pow- 
er tx> infiucnoe tihetr Belief in this Rcfpcfl:: 
They find too much Pleafurc in objcftmg. 
- Accord iNG to Mr Pap^s Suppofition^ 
the firft Worihip was without Sacrifices j 
yet the TOoft ancient erf aifl Hiftories, zs 
Irell as thdfe whidhfollowM it, teach us 
tflie contrary. God, to keep up tiie Me- 
Miory of the Pall, and what it dcTervedi 
in order to make way for a greater Ad- 
miration of his Mercy, a more lively Gra^ 
titude, and a more^attentive Application 
to Obedience, thought fit thatMen "flioif d 
ki'flain Animals oRer htm a'Confeffion of 
what they deferved. ' But when JE ^VS 
CHRJ8% by his pctfeft SubmlfTion to 
ihe Will df God, dbtainM a fiJimeconci-^ 
lisicion for thofe ^who Ihou^d adhere to himi 
the divine Worfliip was freed from tfadfe 
3imceft >€^:Reproach, »nd Charaftersof In^ 
d^^tion« • i 

Mr Poj^e^ always careful to prevent any 
iThing '^hichmay degenerate into Pride, 
and in order to *bf ing Man upon a Level 
with that which he defpifes as a Brute, en* 
^cavours to make him 'undcrftand that 

his 
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his Reafon received its firft InftruAiont 
6"om their Inftinft. 

To copy InftinSl then was Reafoffs Party. 
fays he. In order to make us the more 
docile in receiving this Paradox, he 
makes Nature itfelf fpeak in his Vcrfe5.j 
And what is Nature according to hini ? It- 
is the Body of the Supreme Being, the 
XJniverfal Caufe. Man attentive to this 
Voice of Nature, obeys its Inftrudions, 
and in endeavouring to copy them as he can 
invents all Arts. It was, however, a long 
Time fince the Building of Palaces, and the 
Ornaments of their Furniture, that Men 
have invented Glafs Hives in order to take 
a more exaft Survey of the Skill of Bees* 
|t is but a little while ago that they have 
l>een inftrufted with that of Wafps^ ' and 
that xht Europeans have been acquainted 
with the Mechanics of Caftors. 'Tis but 
yery lately that they have found out the 

Artifice of Infe£ls to cloath, nouriih, and 
transform themfelves^ 

Were not the Caverns interfpers'd 

in the Mountains, and the Trees of the 

Forefts, by the fpreadingof their Branches, 

more proper to furniih Men with the 

No* 
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Notiojis of Habitations, and the Meam 
of ihelcerihg themfelves, than the Holei 
of the Ant, or the Spider's Web? bit nol 
llrange that a little Fi(h« which few Peo*' 
pie are ^icquainced with* and of which 
many doubt the very Exlftence, (hou^d 
have taughtMen theArtof conveyingtheniF 
felves on the Water, known howevert ami 
prac^ifod by ail Nations, and carried tf 
length, by the fublime Calcubitioo^ of Rea* 
{^^ to a Degree, which we cannoc help 
admiring, any more than the JE^fed:ioa 
of Archiceflure, which ihews the Skill of 
Men the Scholars to be infinitely fupe« 
rior to that 6f the Beads their Matters, 
' Mr To^e (veffe 234) takes it forgrant* 
ed that Man 

% 

Ti Viriue in the Paihs of Pleafur^ trod. . 
I grant him this Su{^poAdoQ, th^ IP 90'- 
thing impoflible in it, and even now ^^^ 
may, and ought to do the fame, after we 
have purified the Expreflion of Pleafure^ 
When he adds 

Love all the Faithy and-all tV Allegiance then, . 

I do not think that he exprefles himielf 
accurately enough^ aad, perhaps, a too 

ibra- 
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fcrupulous Exadoefs wou'd have rendered 
his Poetry languid: ButheWillnotbedif- 
pleafed if my Profe explains his Seirfe.^ 
This is a Right that Convnentators have 
always allowed thcmfelves in upon Poets.' 
Faith is an Aflent to certain Inftrudions : 
Thus the Knowledge of Duties is previous' 
to the Aflent that difpofes us to fubmit 
to them. The Duties are extremely amic- 
able, as well as he who prefcribes them ; 
the Knowledge of thefe then produces 
Love, and Love, Obedience. 

, ^For Nature knew no Right divine in Men^ 

I know not what this means. Is having 

a Right upon Man repugnant to the Na-> 

ture of God, to the univerfal Nature of 

the Almighty, or the particular Nature 

of Man? 
No III C9tidftar In Godr^ — 

Who ? It muft be Nature. This IhouM 

fignify that Man cou'd not naturally fear 

arty 111 from God. f agree to this, if he 

behaves well^ but if i//, I conceive that 

he 'wou'd have all the Reafon in the World 

to fear. 

....... And underjiood . 

J Sovereign Being but a Sovereign Good. 
"^ Who 



Mr^o^^'s EJfay m Man. 155 

Who is this that underftood thus? It is 
not the unirerfal Nature, the Machine of > 
the World 5 it is then the particular Nature 
of Man, and this ihou'd fignifjr, that it. is 
againft the Nature of Man to believe it is 
poffible for a fovereign Being not to be 
fovereignly good. 

-These Words need an Explication^ 
Not one of the Divine Perfcftions is 
bounded, \ we fliould not fu£fer ourfelves 
to attribute any thing,: whofe Degree is 
finite, to the Dryirie Effence. Infinite 
Po\^er, infinite Knowledge, infinite Ju- 
ftice, or Love of Order, infinite Mercy 5 
the Idea of one of thele Pcrfedions is 
not the Idea of another, biit they all per* 
feftly agree in God* 

H E is. infinitely good to have created 
Man, fince neither he, nor any other 
Creature, can increafe the Happinefs of 
God,^ who is eflentially felf - fqfficient; 
He is infinitely good, in having created 
Men capabk of loving and obeying him, 
by Choice. He is infinitely good, in being 
willing to enter into Treaty with Men, 
and in being j^leafed to be loved an4 
obeyed. Infinitely good ia being willing 

greatly 
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greatly to reward an Obedience (b juftl^ 
dncy and to reward it in a Manner whidi^ 
inflead of being fimpty proportioned to 
the Nature of Man, is proportion^ to 
the.Greatnefs of God his Mailer. He is 
infinitely ^Qod^ in being willing to reward 
the Gift which Man makes him of his 
Heart, by the Gift of himfelf : ^ Infinite- 
ly good, in making Allowances for our 
Weaknefs and Imperfeftions, in what he 
requires from tis : Infinitely merciful, iii 
being willkig to pardon ou^ Errors, when 
we fmccrely feturn to, him: Infinitely 
merciful, in being willing to aflift us in the 
Accomplilhment of this Return. God is 
infinitely good to us, in not having treated 
Mankind with a Permiflion to behave as 
they fhould think proper, to be Lyars, 
Cheats, Robbers, Aflaffins, Perjur*d, filaf- 
phemers. Traitors, Poiibners, Murder-* 
ers, &<* without bdng under any Appre- 
kenfion of giving an Account to their 
great Mafter, or dreading any 111 that 
teight be inflided on them by him. ThoTe 
Men who would take the Side of Virtue, 
iiKift fuflfer too much fix»m thefe Difor-* 
ders, fmce an Afiiirance of Impunity 

would 
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%oul(l leave no Bounds to Licentioufhers.. 
Goodnefs then is no lefs oppofice to this 
txceffive Indulgence, than the Love of 
Order and Regularity, fo worthy pf God, 
is. The more God is a fovereign Mafter, 
the more fit is it that his Laws IhouU 
not be violated with a total Impunity. 

Indeed if our Bodies are nothing but 
Machines whofe Springs follow the Move- 
ments of exterior Agents, as we fee upon 
the Theatre, and if the Thinking Sub* 
ilances that accompany them are inevita* 
biy determined to all the Sentiments and 
Volitions that arife in them, their Punifh- 
irtent would be no lefs contrary to Juftice 
than Goodnefs. But this is an Argument 
that overthrows this ridiculous Syftem 
which affirms that God, from the Begin-* 
tiing of the World, is not, and to all 
Eternity fhall not be» any thing but a 
Speftator of corporeal and intelligent Ma- 
chines> and of the lUufions of thefe Ma- 
chines, in proportion as they fliall feel, 
themfelves adlive. 

Th e infinite and infinitely adorable Axi 
of the great Artificer would terminate iti 
giving thefe lllufioa^ the Appearances of 

F Truths 
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.Trudi^ from one Degree toanuHer move 

d(9ccicful. 

A Muiic-Mafter is called no tcadi a 
young Man to fing: The Machine of 
this Mafter raifes Modons in the Air that 
:ilrike die Ears of his Scholait, and tbefe 
Impreffions fet thofe Springs a pbty ing, 
:from which arife the Impreilions upon the 
Air. The Machines of the Mafter and 
Scholar do not at all perceive uny of thefe 
Motions, they have no fort of Idea or 
Senfation of them: The Thinking Sub- 
Aance of the Scholar is unattentiVe, the 
Ear* of the Mafter is not ftruck as It 
ought to be, and thefe Impreffions, of 
tvhich it has no Idea, wind its Springs 
up to a Strain of Chiding : This Rebuke 
is not perceived by the corporeal Ma«- 
chine of the Scholar : The idea of being 
chid, which arifes in the Soul of the Scho- 
lar (without being at all the EHtft of this 
Impreflion) determines him to a Willing* 
iiefs of Attention^ this Attention does not 
z6t on the corporeal Machine, but^ at the 
proper Time, the Springs of this corporeal 
Machine are wound up to make a Vibra^ 
tion upon the Ait* dUTerent from what: 

they 
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tb(by sit firft did ; and Sen&ttons o£ more 
agreeable Sounds arife in the Soul of the 
Mafter, which are not at all the Effcfts of 
thcfe Variations \ the Inattention is fol* 
low'd by difcordant Sounds ; the Return 
of Thought is followed by harrHonipus 
on«. Did Common Senfe ever give more 
e^prie^ Sigpfe of true Caufest and real Ef- 
feSli ? Upon what other Principle do the 
Naturalifts build ? That thefe two Ma- 
chmes are like two Clocks, always in 
Harmony, becaufe they are made by the 
fame Matter ; but that the Motions of 
the one have no fort of Influence upon the 
Motions of the other. What Infatuation 
is this in the Author ! What Servitude 
in one Part of his Difciples, and what 
Madnefs .in the . other, to adopt every 
Thing that tends to deliver jDhem from 
the Yoke of Rules, and the Fear of vi- 
oiating them. . 

Mr Pofie enlarges very little upon the 
Birth of Religion : According to him, it; 
at firft confifted in a Worfliip which MenJ 
irt common with the Brutes, paid to Godj 
He is filent upon the happy Progrefs thai 
it m9.de i for in every thing elfe Animals 

P ^ did 
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did not go beyond their firll Infiinft» 
while Men have carried jfo far all that 
an Obfervation upon the Inftinft of Ani- 
mals fumifh'd their Minds with an Idea 
of 

H £ thinks fit to be more copious upon 
the Birth and Progrefs of Superftition. 
(Verfe 242) With this Tyranny arofe^ 
with this fortified itfelf, 

She^ mid/I the Ligbtmng^s Blazey md l%undef^$ 

Sounds . 
Whin ncVd the Mountmny and when grwCd thi 

Grmndy 
She taught the Weak to bendj the Proud to prof^ 
To Pffuifr unfieuy and mightier far than they. 

I ALLOW that Men may abufe every 
thing, and that the Minifters of the AN 
tar have be^ but too fond of Dominion* 
But 'tis poflible to abufe thofe Truths 
which ought to have a right Ufe made 
of them ; and fince the Earth is peopled 
by finful Men, it was agreeable to the 
Wifdom, and even the Goodnefs of God, 
to warn them from time to time by terri- 
ble Events, that they had a Mafter to 

fiar^ 
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fiar^ if they' rcfofcd to love and obey; 
him. 

^ Mr Pope^ in the^ reft of this Epiftle, 
goes on to the Eftabliftimcnt of JJocieties 
and Laws. *Tis a long time fince Peo- 
ple have continued to find Fault, fome- 
times with the Imperfeftion of Laws, 
and fometimes with their Severity, and ' 
ftill oftner with the Conduft of thofe 
who are trufted with the Execution of 
them« 

It a Father^ inhabiting an Iflandfeparat* 
ed from all Cdmmunication, fhould fee his 
Defcendants multiply, till they became a 
great People in this Ifland, which we will 
fuppofe to be pretty extenfive and fettyc, 
I cooreive that it would be eafy for him 
to make them accept fuch Laws as would 
lay thei: Pofterity under an Obligation 
oF living as Brothers: But when the 
Point is to reduce a great Number of. 
indocile and favage Men under the Go- 
vernment of Laws, the more Wifdom 
and Zeal their Legiflator might have, 
the lefs ought he to require of them, for 
fear of being entirely rejedcd. He might 
cxprefs hitnfelf happily enough to make 

P 3 them 
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them underfland that it is for their mutuai 
Intercft to liilite,' and fubmit themfclves 
to Laws. Every one Qf them would be 
fenfibly afTected wlch regard to his own 
Ihtercft, but if they fliouM be required 
t6 facfifice this to the Intereft of the 
Publick,* they would hot comply with 
it. rience ' Men of foperior Ondgr- 
flrandings have icen the NecelBty of al- 
lowing a good deaJ to particular Inttre&s^ 
Hintt it is that there are fome very great, 
amiabk, and venerable Degrees of Vir* 
tae," wMch Laws are cj^ite filent upon : 
The kuclenefs of the Comnion People 
Would have made them think thefe Laws 
tAofiurflienfotne;^ •' ' ' ''' '' ' *' 

^ly I ftiould grant Mr Pofe that the heji 
adminifter^d Goveriiment^ (v, 306) be it of 
what Nature it will, is always the befi^ 
ahd from thence fliould fuffer him to cqn- 
cliide, that an Authority entirely delpo- 
trc, in the Hands of a King who lovedf 
his People' as his Children, would make 
them happier than they would be under a 
Government in which the fovereign Power 
would' be more moderate arid divided, if 
tliofe who partook of it abufcd. their Au- 
thority: 
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tl^ority; Thof, J .fay, all thislboHld be 
granted, this however muft be a^eed, 
that the heji Government is fuch a onp in 
^hich thofe who l^avf the Commapd of 
Qthers have it the Ihorte? Tiraie Ui thegj 
l^owcf to abufe their j^i^uthorit y, 

Jj)r Modes of Faith let graceUfs Zealots fight^ 
His catft he wrong^. whofe Life is in the right 5 
Jill muft be falfe that thwart this one great End^ 

And all of Gody that blefs Mankind^ or mend. 

' . . , • ' • ^ 

The Point is nop to know, ut>4qr whi$:h^ 
of two Government^, the one adniini-i 
fterM well^ ^nd the other il], the Peopl;^ 

3:ouId be the ipefl ; for.tl^ h^$ o^ver bepn^ 
ifputed B\x\ the Qucfl;ion is> AiVjhcthejr 
that Government, of tl^e t^o, ought not 
to be preferr'd^ in which thof^ w,ho have 
the leading Hands can the leafl abufe th^jt 
Authority, a^nd in which it; is, the moft 
• cafy to, bring them, back to tl>f jr Dyty, 
whenever they deviate frptQ it; 

So^ with regard to I{.eligipp, it will 
be alk'd, Whether, v{^^ dq nqt make, our-f 
felves culpable, whec\ w^^refufe tq fupport 
^pd.perfca; the I^ighf pf I?,^fpn, by thai^ 
of a Revclaxjo?, wM^CYfr they we ho- 
noured 
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hour^d with one, and can aflure them-^' 
lelves, by good Proofs, of its Truth. 

Another Queftion, of the utmoft 
Importance to be well decided, is. To 
know which of two Syftems muft have the 
greateft Inflaence upon the Reformation 
of Manners, the Advantage ^ of Society^ 
and by that means the moft worthy of 
the Wifdom and Goodnefs of God. In 
one we believe and lay down as a Princi- 
ple, without any Ambiguity, That Men 
are really endow'd with Liberty, capable 
of Choice, and by that means in a Con- 
dition of obtaining Rewards of their Equi- 
ty, or worthy of being punilh'd, when 
they make a wrong Choice, and efpeci. 
ally when they perfift in it. 

Those who maintain'the contrary Sy- 
ftem, fuppofe every thing that happens, 
whether it be an Aftion of Virtue or 
Vice, comes to pafs by the Effcft of that 
Conftrufbion which a firft and univerfal 
Caufe gave to all the Parts of the Uni- 
verfe; in which all is connefted, all link'd, 
all the Confequence of a firft Impulfe im- 
preiied ; without our having the Power 
cither to itop, ' fufpend, or in any man- 
ner 



ner regulate fo macb as one of thefe 
Confequenee^f which are all inevitably 
executed^ 

T H £ Word * CoHieJl is a difagreeabte 
Expreilion ; with the Laiins it was fome« - 
times fynonymous with that of Conference. 
Wc may with Advantage eoftfer upon 
Matters of Religion; and it would be 
too great a Prefutnption to refuic thefe 
peaa^hle Conferences. That which a 
pre-poileisM Perfon delivers as a Doc-* : 
trine may be true, tho' fuperfluous, and ^ 
then we muft confine, ourfelves to remon* . 
ftrate, diat it does not belong to Men to > 
impofe the Belief of a Thing upon others, ^ 
as, neceflfary to Salvation, which in rea* 
lity is not fo. 

The Obfervance of Precepts that fanc- 
tify us, and tend to renew the Image of 
God in us, contribute without difpute, . 
and by that very means, to the Happi*- 
nels of Mankind % but there are DoArines 
too, which, tho* they do not immediately * 
tend to this, it would be very wrong to 

ncgleft, ' 
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mglcft, becaufe they ar? very true and 
venerable,; and c^vgreat Afli^iKe co lead 
us to Obedience i and of this Sort are the 
PfDofsftod&il^o^ts that Revelation gi^es 
to our Faith and H(>pes. , 

vJ HAvt h^e another Proof that Mr 
Pfipe was not a LeihnU^tian^ For what- 
erer dlfpofes us at the Sight of the moft 
vtcious> as well as the liioft virtuous 
Events, to fay That is, tbitefore it is 
right : Whatever' .tends, to perfuade us 
that it is ridiculous' CO reproach borfelves^ ; 
and .find fault with the Behaviour of' 
others ^ every Notion, 1 fay, of this : 
S9rt is evidently contmry JDO theRefor- 
mationuof Manaecsi . ^ad. confequemly 
falfe. 

-Qf\ what ficrvke vitxM. this itfcful Poet, 
this aUoxteer of Gad^ who fkilfuJJy brings 
Men under the (jrovernment of Laws that 
would makeSocie^ happy, be in tht Leik* 
niixitmSy^em ? None. :He would have 
the Appearance of teaching, and being : 
obeyM ; but bis Difcourfes, the RefuitSj 
of the Springs of his Machine, would ap- 
pear to make Imprefllons upon the Souls., 
of his Auditors, of which they were in np 
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accompany the Bbdies of thefe 'Machines 
in a Pofture of Attention, would find 
jChe^TeKres lllejd' with the fame Ideae, hf 
the Impreflions of an innumerable Series 
of Caufes, which Would have afted at the 
proper Time, to e^cecutc this Appearance 
of Inftruftibn and Aflent. 
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REFLECTIONS 

ON THE 

Fourth Epistle 

O V 

UxTOTE's ESSAY on MAN. 

THE Poet b^ins with tnaking the 
Soul of Man figh for *HappineJsi 
he afcervirards, in Expreflions no 
lefs pompous and figprative, reprefencs 

his Inquietudes to find iV; Inquietudes 
which arc the Efieft of his Ignorance. 

Every one feels what the Expreflions 
of Hafpinefs and Content mean, and no 
one needs to have it explainM to him 
what his Defires are when he wifhes 
for Happinefs in general. But in order 
to become happy 'tis not fufficient to faf 
/ deftre to be fo. The Creator has not 
put the Condition of Men fo immedi- 
ately 

* O Happinefs f aur Tein^s End and Aim* v. i. 
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Ately in their own Power, It is necefla* 
<ry for them to lay hold oti Objefts ca* 
pable of giving them Content, it is ne- 
ceffary that they Ihould be acquainted 
"with thefe Objeds, and fliou'd know by 
what way they may be approached, and 
finally attained. 

Bu T who will teach us this Way ?^ 

jfsi ofthi Learn* d^ — The Learned are blind* 

Ver. 33. 

The Expreflion is ftrong ; but *tis Poe- 
tical, for why fhou'd they be blinder than 
others? We might borrow Mr Pope"^ 
Language, and fay to an ignorant Perfon, 

• Prefumptuous Man, dareft thou flatter thy 

• felf, that thou knoweft more of itf than 

• thofe who have fpent their Life in Stu- 
' dy ? 

But the Learned do not agree: Be it 
fo* However it is but Equity to hear .be- 
fore we condemn them. Perhaps we may 
difcover which of them thinks the rightejfl:, 
and what they do agree in may be of ufe. 
It is very probable that Mr Pope deriv'd 
the pompous Difcourfe, which he after- 
wards makes upon the Advantages of Vir- 

Q^ tue» 
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tue, from the Dodrines of the Stoics. But 
is it not the fhorteft as well as furcft Way to 

Tale Nature* s Road^ and mad Opinion's leave ? 

This is not altogether fo eafy as Mr Pope 
{nfinuates. Several Mafters are reprefent* 
ed under the Name of Nature : The firft of 
thefe is the Senfes. Children are aequainted 
with the Voice of thefe alone, and the 
greatcft part of thofe^ who are born in a 
high Station, think of no other Way to 
derive their Happincfs from, but from 

thence. Shall we reftrain this Name to 

•* 

the clear Ideas of the Underftanding ? But 
the Senfes neither ihou'd, nor can be, to- 
tally abandoned, and ^ as for thefe clear 
Ideas, we muft be able to furmount a vaft 
Number of Prejudices, in order to pro* 
diice them, to diftinguilh them from o^ 
l:hers, and to follow them. 

There needs hut thinking rights and meaning well. 

verfe 30. 

Everyone flatters himfelf with thefe, but 
the Number of thofe who are deceived in 
this Matter is very great. 

. Equal is Common Senfc and Common Eafe. 

This 
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TItis is very foon faid, but 'tis a difficult 
Thing to prove it. If it is thus, here is 
Mappincfs found. 

Each has hh Share ^ and who would more obtain 
Shall find the Pleafurepayi not half the Pain. V.45»^ 

Let every Reader then flop at the Point 
where he already is, it will be of no ufe 
to him to go farther, it wou'd be loft La- 
bour, and he may very well difpenfe with 
going on. 

Mr. VopCy in order to bring his Reader 
to this Conclufion, fends him back to the 
tfmverfal Caufe 5 there are but few Peoples 
that will follow him fo high. A few Lines 
afterwards, every one, according to Mr' 
Pope^ has need of the AfTiftance of other^. 
to make him happy. 

AbftraSi what others feel, what others think , 

All Pleafures jickenj and all Glories fink. V. 43;- 

*Tis not then in ourfelves, that we are to' 
look for Happinefs, but we ar6 reduced to' 
beg it from others. 

Remembery Man ! " the univerfal Caufe 

** A^s not iy partial, but by. general Laws.-V.-^i^ 

From hence he draws a Conclulion» which^ 

Q2 is 
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is a mere fophiftical Equivocation. In« 
itead of reading you» on this Occafion, a 
whole Lefture in Pbyjicsy two Examples 
will be fufficient to give you a juft Notion 
of what are called the General Laws of Na- 
ture. 

A Piece of Land well cultivated and 
managed , is the properer to make the 
Seed which is put into it fpring up and 
multiply. A Husbandman is covetous 
tvcn to Diflionefty ; he is of an ill-natur'd 
Difpofuion, but of an indefatigable Con. 
ftitutipn, hefpares neither himfclf nor his 
Children. He has a Neighbour, who is a 
good-natured, friendly, and very honeft 
Man : But he is of a weak Conftitution^ 
and befides an indulgent Father, and a- 
fraid of fatiguing his Family too much. 
The firJl always reaps a very plentiful 
Irf ^veft, the fecond only a moderate one. 
This is aConfequence of the general Law,* 
9od does not, by a particular AfFe£tion, 
make the Seed fpring up and grow ip pro- 
portion to the Probity of the Perfgn whp 
fowed it. 

A Country Woman of but little Un- 
derllanding, and apt to be carelefs, in-. 

Head 



ftead c)i^ptittlingiierf>GituUQjn;$ Ljar^choroi 
«ts ^k hecidtefcly upoij ai H/e^p oftScf^w^ 
which gets on. "Fire arid l)UrB3 the Houfe 
dot«5ir It. i$-a. gcrteril Law^ of N^nire, 
that Motion fhou'd (Communka.ce itfclf, 
and^tbft a Spark, of Fire fallen on com- 
bijl^^^ible Matter fhou^d kindle itx and that 
this Fire, when it is once kindled, fhou'd 
Ipread in a rapid Manner. God does not 
repeal this Law, in order to prevent the 
EfFcifts of every imprndent Aftion. But 
if fromi hence Mr Pope pretends to draw 
this^Cofixfl^fiop :; -X^c univerfal Caufe'^s 
by g^fjeral Laws, .tlierefore Jt^diftributes 
Happipefs to- ail in.fl^r^eraL. . 

Each has Ms Share, and wh^'wou^d' more vbt'mn^ 
' Shall Jihd the Pleafure ^pays not half the. Pa! ft; 

I fay* if this ConcluGon be drawn, he 
plainly falls into a Sopbijiical Equivocation^ 
he changes the Idea9 before affixed to the 
£xprcflioo» Generftl Laxvs: The Significa- 
tion of this ExipveSxm does not eKtendib 
fan To aft by GeHf ral Laws is not to 
produce equal E£k(h : * The Examples^ 
I have juft cited, provq the contrary. 
When our Hypothefes go too far, they 

03 mud 
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muft be fet #ight by Matters of Faft^ and 
without this we may joftly be accufed of 
Obftinacy and Infatuation. 

Mr Popi iEpifi. I. Verfe i3+)had pro-j 
pofed this Objedk»i> 

Sut errs not Nature from this gractous Endj 
From hinting Suns when livid Deaths defcendf^ 
&c. 

No f //i reply' d) thefirjl almighty Cauji 
J^s not by partial^ but by general Laws. 

Thb very fame Ma^mv that he <*om* 
xnands us, in an imperiousStraki, to receive 
{Ep. IV. V. 32.) is the Voice of Pride m 
this Place. When an Author does not 
clearly explain his own Meaning, a Reader 
does not think himfelf obliged to take 
the trouble of finding it out. Can Mr 
Pope have fallen into that Fault, which the 
e,clcbrated Moliere has turn*d iftto ridicule ? 
And can he think that 'tis impoffible for 
any to have good Senfe and Judgment 
but the Perfons of his Society, and thofe 
who favour his Hypothefes? If he makes 
an Objeftion, mUft it be onanfwerable ? 

But 
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iBut Fortunes Gifts if eofh alike pojfeft^ ' 

jfnd focb were equals muft net all conteft ? V.6 !• . 

And why fo? Every one would have' 
what was neceflary, and more? Why then 
ihou'd he diforder his own Quiet, in or* 
der ta difturb that of others ? An Equality 
of Poflefllons caufed no Difturbance [3i* 
mong the Lacedemonians. The Ufe of Di* 
vifionsy and that Inequality which is the. 
Confequence of them, is. cftablifhcd up- 
onother Principles. 

^Jfthen te aU Men- Hapfflnifs wasmeant^ 
Cod in Externals cmU not place ContentNtx.t^^ 

Th? Principle proves onTy that Exter-, 
na? Bleffings are not the only Happinefs, 
and that the Degree of Happinefs is not 
neccffkrily proportioned to the Degree of 
thefc, and that thus we may fupply the 
Dcfcft of them by other Means. Mr' 
1^0^^% Eloquence often perplexes his Senfe, 
and *tis difficult for us to be certain whc- 
ther we exaftly hit it. 

Fortune her Gijfis may varimjlj difpofe.ytx. 65* 

What does he mean by the Word For^ 
tune? Is it the firft Univerfat Caufe, and 

which 
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which he,ofc^ ieemg to lay»dowtt ascHe 
ottiy Cauie.'Or is it fome : particular Cauic-, 
that diverts fl^e ImprdfionsrQiF the ujiiver** 
fal pne? . This isr one of t^^ofe Plac» 
which 'tis not eafy to reconcile. . . 

But U(mfffi'juli Batanci ttfual mil appea^^ * 

Whtiithcji arepkc'Sfn }fSfpe^ arid ihefe iH'Rani 

J / ' Ver* 67. 

• • .'.■»•• 

But I am of Opinion, that thefe twa* 
Means are very far from reducinjg Thing, 
to an Equality, and they who will take the 
Pains toconfidcf ^hatpaffes in th* World, 
Will find this Antithefis carried too far: 

Thbrj are rich Men, who are eafy 
by an Eflfeft of their Conftitution ; there 
are yet more who live without Fear^from 
the Opinion they have of their own Capa* 
city. On the other hand, we ice Perfons 
of a fearifiil Temper, who dare not flatter 
themfelves that it is pofilble for them tQ 
better their Condition, which is even be«. 
low a moderate one •, and if they by Care 
and Pains fhou'd come to double what they 
poffcffed at firft, yet how far inferior 
would they be to that Son of Fortune, who 
can fpend four times as moch as ^hofe j^a 

Pco- 
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People can get, without giviiighimfelf the 
leail trouble about it, Huce what he has yec 
remaining fo far exceed/s what be has iquan*^ 
fler'd away. The Qjjeftion about the Equa- 
lity of Happinefs cannot be deckled by 
the different Senfations of diflferent Per- 
fons. Twfiifn to m€ to eat wUh xi good Ap^ 
petite $ pray exjdain to me the ^icknefs of, 
that Senfation it gives you. He cannot 
make tne underftand it, any more than 
I on my Part can give him an exaft Idea 
of the Qijicknefs of mine. The Q ueftion 
then can be decided only by Conjefture, 
and certainly Conjeiftures will not favour, 
thtf SHppolkion of Equality ♦ what we> 
be^riand fce every Day is too contrary 
to it. 

: A c« It TAjN Father, poflefs'd of great 
Riches, and very covetous, marries hia 
Son, who is young, and a little prejudiced 
himfelf in favour of Wealth, to a rich. 
Heirefs, who is proud, whimfical, con* 
tradifting, a Coquet, ^c. At the famc^ 
Time another Father, who is a wife Man„ 
marries a well-educated Son to the He- 
irefs of a moderate Eftate, but endued 
with a wdl?fonn*d Underftanding, a^ 

com* 
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complaifant Temper, a good Conftituti^ 
on, and ftedfaft Virtue; Shall we fay 
that Heaven, which 

— ^- Breath ihrt every Member of the Whote^ 
One common Blejjingy as one common Soulj 

has (hed too a common fileiHng on thefe 
two Marriages? and' that, by an^EfFedlr 
of this Blefllng^, the one is as peaceful as* 
the other ? 

I confcfs. Sir, that Happineft mult 
be eftablilhM and divided amongft Men* 
upon this Footing, if it be fuppofcd that 
every thing that bcfafls them, either exter- 
nally or internally, is a Refult of the 
Conftrudfion of the whole Univcrfe, and 
of a firft Impulfe imprefled on all its 
Parts by the univerfal Caufe, whofe- 
Plans are aH executed in an inevitable 
Manner, 

lu conftquence of this SuppoHtion, ir 
muft be faid that every thing is paflive in 
Reality, and aftlve only in Appearance.. 
From whence it plainly follows, that no* 
one Man has more Merit than another, 
as, in like manner, no onens more culpa* 
ble than another : Their Equality being: 
fttch, it would not be fit that their Hapr 

pinefs 
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^inefs ilaould be unequal. But Fadl and 
Truth, which are contrary to this Con- 
fequence, ihould for that Reafon make 
the Principle be abandon'd from whence 
this Confequencc flows. 

If this Principle, and this Confequencc^' 
be admitted, a very rich Man will be- 
have himfelf confcquently to the fiiblime 
Notions with which he is enlightened, 
when he fays to a poor Man, who begs 
Helief from him, ff^baS is it you want? 
Son of Earthy infatiahle Man^ Learn that 
thou art not lefs happy than L 

1 HAVE only a few more Remarks, Sir, 
to communicate to you upon the Re- 
mainder of this Work, which you have 
engaged me in the Study of : And fince wc 
are upon the Subjeft of Happincfs, I will 
briefly repeat to you what I believe I 
have formerly entertained you with. 

The fir ft Error that Men fall into, 
with regard to Happinefs, confifts in their 
flattering themfelves they may attain a per- \ 
feft one in this Life, or at leafl expecting a 
more perfefl: one than is confiftent with 
our Abode upon Earth. From hence arife 
their Impatience and Complaints, when^^ 

not- 
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«otwithftanding all their Care, they find 
themfelves ftill very for from chat End c6 
vrhich they afpir'd. *Tis dvis Scheme of 
Happinefs^ that has deceived the Phi- 
lofophers. Experience ncrer anfweringj 
what they prooiis'd us with fo much. 
^Confidence. 

Ma n is a Being capable of Knowledge, 
Acflion, and Sentinient. The Juftnefsof 
his Ideas^ wkho^tdoubt, contributes to hi& 
Happinefs. Born for Truth, he finds the 
Knowledge of it delightful in itfelf, but 
the Happinefi which it procures him is 
imperfedl as well as its Caufe : This Hap- 
pinefs is capable of being increafed, and 
merits our THaiJifgivings : Its being 
bounded ought not to make Men impa- 
tient, and lofe Courage, fince they are Tra- 
vellers, and expcft to be fully enlight- 
ned when they iTball have reachM their 
Country. 

To be fond of living conformably to 
rrght Notions, or, in other words, to 
be pleafed with doing our Duty, ought 
to give, and in reality does gives us a ftill 
greater Sattsfaftion : This Satisfaftion too - 
incrcafes by Degrees, jufl as our Virtue 

does 
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tdoes :' TMff Incrieafe ^vi^s us Repofe, 

wibhoot Inajlbing us quit jouf Eodeavours, 
ahdicTefy Advance excifies U8 to make 
llili new ones.. . ^ 

But however extcnfive, , lively, and 
£cm oiir Kiiow]ec%e and V if taes may be, 
l!bey ido not exempt jis from being fenfibk 
J2ot only of Pain, but mere Upbafinefiea, 
and divers Acddents, It is in vain tha^t 
Phitofoplkers, out of a Zeal for Truth 
and ' Visrtkie, have df(plia.yMoaU thi^ir Art 
and Ehx^oence t? perfuade us.th^t nothing 
but Error and Vice.d<?fervc the Name of 
Evil. In Matters of Reafoning, it is 
not allowed tt> deny Fafh, in order to 
iupport an Uypotbefls, which ought, on 
the contrary, to ferve for an Explana- 
tion oif ihein. It Is my Duty to have a 
fincere Love for Mankind, and to have 
the fame Concern for theioi as for myfelf : 
How is . it poffiblp then for me %o fee 
them fufFer, aijd content myfelf wijth tell- 
ing them, that this is nothing ? How can 
I fee thofe to whom I am engaged by a 
tender Friendfhip fnatched away from me 
by Death, and content myfelf witli fay- 
ing, upon fuch a Lofs, I do not fuffer at 

' R all 



all by this, fmce it docs not make me 
the worfc Man. In a word, fincc Vice 
is really an Evil, how is it poffible to fee 
Men guilty of it, without being con- 
cerned ? 

Virtue fliines in its utmoft Splen- 
dor, and (hews itfelf to be real and well 
grounded, when it gives us the Strength 
to renounce certain Pleafures, and fup- 
port certain AfHidions, rather than to de- 
viate from our Duty in acquiring thefc 
Pleafures, and fecuring ourfeivcs from 
thefe Affliftions by ' wrong' Compliances. 
But of what Value would all thefe Sacri- 
fices be, if what we renounce, or what 
we refolvc to bear, did not dcferve the 
Name either of Good or 111, and contri- 
buted nothing to make us either happy 
or miferable? 

M R Pope does not for fake thefe Noti- 
tions, when he makes, Verft 77, 

lUafon's whole Pleafures^ all the Joys of Senfe^ 
Lie in three Words^ Health, Peace, and Com- 
petence. 

He adds. 

But 
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But Health conjijis with Ten^erance alone^ 
And Peaccy O Virtue ! Peace is all thy own. 

As to what are called the Gifts of 
Fortune, 

The Good or Bad the Gifts of Fortune gain ; 
But thefe lefs tajle them^ as they worfe obtain. 

Experience teaches, that Health is» 
at lead, as often the Efieft of a good 
Conftitution, as of an exadt Moderation 
in Eating and Drinking. So that this 
Motive ought not to be the only one that 
determines us to Tennperance. 

That inward Peace which is the Fruit 
of Virtue, is of a quite different Nature 
frona the Security and Indolence of a Man, 
w:ho looks upon all Events with the fame 
Eye, who fets himfelf above the Ccnfures 
of the World, who will always be pleas'd 
with himfelf, and does not care upon what 
Grounds it be : Throughly refolv'd not 
to fatigue himfelf by making any Efforts, 
but tranquilly give himfelf up to his Fate^ 
without diftiirbing himfelf with Examina- 
tions of his ConduA, or difquieting him-* 
felf with Reproaches: Who gives this Se- 
qurity the Name of Faith,* and the glori- 
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ous Encomium of Uni%>irfdl ChBrkj CD 
Whim of calling every Things tbat he 
aces or does oot iee^ right. 

Here is another Method of freeing. 
Mr Pope from the Sufpicion of Pataliftn. 
He acknowledges that there are wicked 
Men, and that their 'Wickednefsris punilL- 
ed by a Diminution of Pleafine. 

WHEMheadds, Verfe^^ • 

Bui Foch the Good alone unba^ cdtly 
For His or Accidents that chance to All i 



thefe Expreflions ttlift be ufcdtrlteoa 
ibme Reftri£bions ! A good Man fldes Aot 
become abfolutcly imht^py by 'AaWJfky*^' 
be has feme Hopes of Happlhcfi ftill fcftV 
and tho' afBifted, yet fdpports hihifdf 
with Conftaricy. • 

When we read, Vitft^^jy &e. 

• • • 

See Fa LKL AND dies, theVtrtuous and the 'Ju^t 
See godlike Turenne projlrstt on theJ^u/ii 
See Sidney bleeds anddthe martial Strife ! 
JF^ this their tlrtuoj ^ Contmpt tf \^^^ 

this AntitheUs Is fubtile, but iit)t fitis*' 

/aftdry; fbi- ihere are certain Gafes ^her e* 

Duty bids us cxpofc our Lives for the* 

Sake 
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Sake pf oar Country, and ics lawful 

j^Qveraors; : 

I AM at a Lofi to fatisfy tnyfelf upon 
the Senfe that ought to be given to 
the fevcral Periods^ which follow. Verfi 

ffUfat makes all Phyfual or Moral lU ? 

There deviates Nature y and here wanders TFilh 

Phyfical and Moral III : Here he ieems 
to enter again into the ordinary Stile. 
Here wanders Will: This too is another 
Thing that confirnis this Syftem^ and 
when Mr Pope fpeaks of the Deviations 
of Nature, he fecms more clearly to aban- 
don the Syftem of Fatality ; for in thi^^ 
Syftem, where every thing inevitably fol* 
lows the firft Impulfe, there caa be na 
Deviation. God fends, not III: Verfe ^. 
This is diredly contrary to the Syftem m 
which all the HI, as well as the Good, 
arifes from the Univcrfal Caufe. 

I DO not agree with hun though that 
God fends no III, nor ever punifhes Difo»* 
bediehce,. if it were but to corred it. 

'Tts Nature lets it folly 

Or Change admits -, and Mm improves^ it aU^ 

R 3 I 



t do not uhdfcrftaiid this. Dotes Nittir^ 
let it fall ? Does Change admit ki #lthdiii 
bein^'diWS?!fed"byftny^ft)^ille^? firjc 

* » 

/^ y;^ iij wi/sly might of Heaven cmptain^ 
That righteous Abel was dejiro^d by daiii. 
As that the ^rtudtts Sdn fsiUat iafe\, *^ 
^heh hfs fmd Titther ^ait the dirt ^fj^fi. ^ 

"Kir Pope does hot rcem to put Diftihftion 
"enouglt between two Xnafes whicK are ex- 
tremely 'Qpp9fite. *" The Ills of the vlftur 
ous Sbn Jire'not at all yojiuitaty,^*' witli 
Jregard to him, heitlief was it by Defign 
tliat his Father in?ur*d him ": !But what 
^ain did was a voluntary Ad^fioh. How? 
every Man i^ very far .from having a 
Right to complain of Heaven Tor /this, 
and deriiand a Reafon of it. , God thought 
fit to make Men free Creatures, and the 
511 Ufe which they make of their Liberty 
is no .Reafon to him to revoke it j for Tf 
"he de|Drived them of it thfi Moment^ that 
he forefaw they ' might aoufe it, this 
woiild be the fame Thing as if he had 
not given it to theiti at all : And the iirft 
Steps towards ^bufmg k would i^iem- 

fclvcs 
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Ritas' b^kh-i^btf^ 

it rfftWheW?. :W*Wi Matthw iip:f6rcdr 
Right to canr^^i^'Wkttf God 'hu 
VhdbgWSt ; thi«' wOuM t)e att^ckiDg his 
fovereign Liberty ; he i» not <fte' Authot 
of Moral 111, it is Blafphen^ ^lay ^ 

to his Charge i.,b.Ut/m Cii/e? .^^fl?.^^^ 
Ill happeps, th^fe. , wl^Q - f^iSc^r \^y\ it, are 
called to the Duty'oif Refignatiori/ It is 
not fit thatGidd Aou(d«rwokc wh'iithfe 
lias -eftabKfh'd, vrhe^e v«f ^nt- Ma A ^ifigtit 
iufFer from it. I fefe a^ gwat'TAlker md 
an ii?iper,tixvBqf vP?Uaw ; ctyning tow^rjds 
me, I am certain that, he will be tfogble;- 
Tom; btight I t6 defire that'(5fiid;.f6r 
my SakCf Ihould'deftroy for^V^r, or at 
leaft for' this Tiite- the Lfbefty^'of this 
•feabler? Arid'Mr P<?>f wis in the right 
toiay, Verfe 119, ;• • • 

T^ni toe^Hke fimf wick Prince tV EtemalCaufey 
Prmi^for hh F^rite^ '^ revirfe)hii 1I4WS ? \ 

This Peri0d4 however, mufl: hot be ab- 
folutely taken. The Duty of Prayer, 
which God allows' us, and which he Ts fo 
gracious as evch to order us, proves that 
there are Cafes m wi^idi iic is wiUing 

to 
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^hkh hfe is accufed of. Though the 
Tides of the firil, third and fourth Epiftles 
are different, the Syilism retams, and feems 
to make the principal Part of them* 
This, from time to time, gives me Diffi- 
culty, , but, in the end, will fumifh me 
with Means. to juftify him. Ver. 147^ 

* Butfometintis Virtue Jlarves^ while Vice is fed/ 
What then ? is the Reward of Virtuey Bread? 

This too is not anfwering the Diffidilty, 
nor removing the Caufe of Aftonilhaient i^ 
*tis . rather anfwering. like a Stoic, whofe 
Errors Mr Pope had before , condemn*d» 
in thefe Exprefllons, Ep. IL ▼• 91. 

In lazy Apathy let Stoics boqfl. 

Has Mr Pope alter'd this Opinion ? And* 
docs he pretend, with rhe Stoic» that Vir- 
tue is felf-fufEcient, that it is even its own 
Reward, and that the Virtuous'are happy 
when ftarving? 

The Solution of this Difficulty is not 
eafy: In the I^ibnitzian Syftem^ wh^ere 
God is reprefented as the Author of every 
Thing, as well of the good Man's Vir. 
tue^ who languilhes in Want, as of the 

rich 
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rich Man's iDhumanity, . who exults in 
Abundance. In order to nd^intain the Sy- 
fiem^fhall wefay , that asthe univerfalCaufe, 

Jf^o fees with equal Eye^ — ^ — 

A Heroperijh^ or a Sparrow f ally Ep. I. v. 83. 

fees toOy with the fame Eye, the Pride 
and Inflexibility^ of one who lives in Af- 
fluence, and the Virtue of the other who 
,dies in Want and Mifery ? 

*Tis evading the Qudlion to fay, (V, 
.149.) ^hat Bread is the Price of Toil, for 
Toil too is the EfFcft of Virtue, which 
condemns Lazinefs. 

Let us fay then, that often a Man has 
certain Virtues, and diftinguifhes himfelf 
by them -, but he has not all, he wants 
Humility, he cannot perfuade himfelf to 
defcend from a Condition that feeds his ^ 
Vanity. A virtuous Man, on the con- 
trary, whenever hisCircumftances require 
it, will bring himfelf to work with his 
Hands, or teach. He will put hirpfelf 
into the Service of a Man who will pay 
him for his Trouble. 

To whatever Condition he is reduced 
and called by Providence, he is certain 

that 



that to ai#ay s ia ap^mifv'd and l€y?M by 
it,. Yheri fae £Us his'Poft;^ and kr from 
Jbdog difcoui:ag^<l, porfonns die Dutio c^ 
it with Joy. 

Mr, Pofe at firft made us hope that his 
Poem was defigftM as a Vindication of the 
Ways of God (Ep. h v. i6*.} Btfl he does 
«oc give us aU he promisM. This,- how<» 
ever,, voald not have been difficult in the 
Syftem contrary to that which he feems, to 
jae, Jtilia^erartfally expofed the Folly of. 

The Fall of Mah is not an Efie6l prd- 
duoed by Gc^d^ with a Defign to draw 
from it what we now fee in the World. 
We imift lay the Caufc of it entirely upon 
Man, who might have pcrferered in his 
Innocence V afid upon that /jtoj/^ Spirit and 
Eneniy of God, (of which ' Mr Papf 
fpeaks, Ef. I. v. 1 19, &c.) which fcduced 
him. 

H A p p V Spirits have, from thence, 
iben an Order of Creatures arife, who 
fcrve God m Ignorance and Weaknefs, 
and in the Mklft of divcrfe Calamities. 
In this Condicion, however, they ftill 

fcek 
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feck after God, and are happy whehxhey 
find him, .tho*< it. be* but. ia the dark; 
Sundry, melancholy. Events »proVe\ that 
God has Reafon to be offended with Man- 
kind ; but, on the other hand,a conftant 
SiiccefBon of Bleflings aflujres us that he 
will be merciful. 

* 

^ If Virtue were incefl&ntly* /rewarded, 
^nd Vice always punifh'd with the iame 
Exaftnef^j the , Obfcrv^cc of our Duty, 
would fpring frpm a Motive mcrdy natu- 
ral, and the Intcreft of the Senfes would 
be fu£cient to eilablilhius in .it: 
: Whatever Good is in us^ we receive- 
only from God. The. natural Confe- 
quence of this Principle is, that we ought 
to devote ourfelves entirely to bur Ci?ea* 
tor, and fo to live, to think, .to aft, only, 
in order to pleafe and obey him. This 
Devotion is in itfelf very delightful ; for 
what is there more glorious and ravifhing, 
than the Affurance that an Almighty 
Goodnefs is willing to be pleafed with 
the Gift which we make him of ourfelves, 
and gives us the Power of making 
this Gift, in order to pleafe itfelf in re* 
w'arding it ? 

S .It* 
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I T is from Adverfity^ aad diofe Events 
tbac givd Pain to our natural Scnie, that 
tbe Value of this Devotiod arifcs ; when 
Men, nocwithftandiflg their Imperfeftion, 
glorify their Creator in a Manner that 
fattOB the Admiratk^ of perfeft Intelli- 
gences. 

Thie Miferies of HLaoger, in patticular^ 
af>e fubftrvienc to the Defigns of the great, 
juft« ^nd good Gowrnor, who, by that 
means, poniihts, correfb, and tranfporcs 
the Inhabitants of one Country to another % 
procures them .Deliverances, in wluch his 
Hand vifibly appears; takes Children out 
of the Hands of their Parents, who wqu'd 
have made them as wicked as themielves, 
by a bad Education, which would have 
hindfcd them froin attaining a happy Inv 
mortality. 

AtL the following Yerfes on this Sub* 
]c€t 1 think very exjoellent, and of an 
Elegance quite worthy the Pen of theii^ 
Author. It is not poflible to Ihewtbe 
Folly of a Man, who fhould be in fuch 
hafte as to require that his Virtue might 
be newarded by a gceat Number of tern* 
poral Goods, in a more lively manner 
tton Mr Po^e has done it. Im 
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I K thk vaft, this immenfe Umverfe, the 
Produdl of the Almighty Power of the 
Creacori and the Temple of his Glory, I 
too have the Honour of being his Work^. 
^nd the ObjeA of his Care. Penetrated 
and fiird with Joy a|: this Thought, I am 
contented with few Things and what- 
ever I receive fcems no longer little to 
me, when it derives its Value from the 
Hand which honours me with it. 

Verfe 171, Mr Po^e fays, that there 
are 

Hjrtvardsj tviicb either wouU u Vtrttu brings 
-^ 7Vj ^ ^ dijlrudtwe of the Thing* 

WiTjfc'N I read wiiat foIlows^ upon the; 
InfuffiGiency of Riches to make us hap- 
p^ upon Dignities which give np Ho«^ 
nour t» the Perfons who poflefs them, un^ 
le(s they make a good Ufe of them, and 
behave fuitably to the Rank m wbichr 
they are pkc'd : When I read a 11 this, i 
take Breath, I find myi^f at Liberty^ I 
ha^ve no need of making violent Efforts 
to follow. VEkj Author through the Im- 
roepfitj of Worldtj^ and I find myfclf 
deliverM from the Danger of confound- 

S %- ing, 
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ing my Head, by a Colleftion of mnu-t 
xnerable Springs, connefted with one ano- 
ther, fome of which produce the Charms 
of Virtue, and others the Horrors of Vice, 
but all of them equally neceffary to the 
Prcfcrvation of the Univerfe, One Vir^- 
rue more, or -One Crime kfs, would be the 
Effeft of a Spring's being broke, or a 
Link intercepted, and from thence the 
Diforder would multiply from one Part 
to another,^ and the Univerfe be in Dan- 
ger of a total Overthrow. Mr Foj)e does 
me the Favour to lead me to the Con- 
templatiQn of God upon this Earth, and 
under this Sun, where he has plac'd nae*^ 
Me" gives 'me leave to ' form an Idea of 
ifiylHf from what I percetve in myfelfj- 
of my Ideas which I oaght to confult, of 
my Liberty, which I ought to determine, 
to follow thofe Ideas which are clear, and 
Wnder me from chufing precipitately, when 
this Ckarnefs does not giv^ me Light. 
' Upon thcfe • Principles are founded^* 
both the Truth of Mr Pope^s Rcfleftions^ 
the Wifdom of his Advice, and the Juft- 
nt?fs of his Cenfures. Deftroy thcfe Foun- ♦ 

«2ttbnsj and ail that we -reacl in t-he laS* 

Pages. 



AT/* P b^?V> ^JSaym Mam r^T 

Pages of bis Bciok will s^moMRt oaly to^ 
high £iiprefli0«8» and' pomfKWs Periods, 
but rf nor fort of Ufe> apply^d to Ma- 
chines. Tht» Theory of PriAclpIes!, wijk 
tlie Morality Which ifi the Confeqiaence 
of it^ pot nief in mind of a Preacher^ 
wfioi after he had talk'd himfelf out of 
Breath, in provit^ that we can do no- 
thing, at loigtb takes^ time tx> regain ir» 
afibnies a new Vigor, and beftirs hinr>felf 
to cenfare, tbveaten, and make thofc fear 
the moft dreadfttl Fimilhments^ whQ> 
(koald negteft to foifil that which is not 
in their Power A> imich as to begin. 

Lonk neM m OrtatnefSyfay where^ Great nifi Ueit 

Ver. 207.. 

Me proTQs extvemely well that Greats 
ne(s does not lie in what the Vulgar ad^* 
mire of it^ any more than in what the* 
isoft Part of thofe who think themfclvcs^ 
great makes it confift; MrJ?(^^ fhews 
bo^' much Deceit and Littlenefs there are* 
in their Notions, and it feems* certain to> 
me, that no reafonable Man would be 
great at fuch a Price» for he would have - 
too much ta reproach himfelf with s> but: 

S3, ' itc 
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k does Yiot foH6w from' hence,' that alF 
thofe, who ar^ inffetuated with GraiideursJ 
of this' Nature; repi^oach thenrfeives inl 
this^ Manner with them, ' arid ' by thar 
me*ni diftuifb their Pleaibre. Vice is* 
not -always* accompanied by Uneafinefs, 
jtt^d is^ very far frombcinjg punifh'd^ i»' 
thlff Liife^ as much as^ it dcferves. There 
are certain Men, who are pleafed with* 
Tumult, aiid wihen in Dangers, aec in^ 
their Etement. They ai'e in the wrong,- 
but arft-far froim agreeing that they are* 
fe, and their Grandeur will not fuffer any 
one to. tell it them* There are_certaiiv; 
Perfons, who take Delight in Tricking 
and' Cohfiifion. - 

Bring them to live in Peace and In* 
noceneejat" leaft outwardly ; renrove from 
them air Opportunities of deceiving, artd- 
railing Confofions ; 'tis then that you pu-- 
irifti them i and depHve them of aU the: 
Happinefe they- knew aay Thing of. ' 

Men form to th'emfclves* Notions* of 
ftefolution and Courage according totbcir* 
Humour, and thefe Notions are often ri** 
dicuious. There was a certain Father, who* 
ef^ ifed one of his 'Sons as a Coward,, be*- 

• - caufcr 
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^^ufe he would not fight wiih- his Bro*^ 
thcr, merely to give a Proof 6^ his Cdu- 
ragc ; and an elder Brother treated hi» 
younger as a Coward, becaufe he waa^'> 
atfraid of getting fooFieMiichvef-if^^ a bad'* 
£Iou(e. ' ' .,"*'..■,■ n /'. i ,. :i 

»• SOGRATESl (^r.^2!2<.>Ti^asagrear 
Manin his Life, and appears Aill greater 
in his Death ; but it had been rnore agree- 
able to him to have ¥iv% and been liften'3' 
to by his Fellow Citizens, than to fer 
himfelf condemn*d to die by Poifon^. 

Jf%afs Fame ? that fancied 'Life' in cihersBreathf 

. . Ver. a27>- 

< • - 

It is certain' tSac the' l!)tfflrfe of gain-^ 
ilig a Name difqdiets and difturbs our* 
Repofe, in proportion as it i^ vehement :• 
The Difputes, or rather Quarrels, of one^ 

Part of the Learned prove this- but too- 
much. A reafonable Man confines his> 
Cares to the Improvement of- his Talents^: 
and the rendering them uieful to others^* 
when he is advised to it, and has Oppor-* 
tunities for ic ; he is not troubled about the 
Succefs. He loves Truth, and ncglefts no» 
tiung to make it reigri in himfelf, and, i£ 

poffible 



p>S^le in others* lio loves aU thafe wha« 
affift him in this Defign : He admifes the 
Gifts of the CMsator m ehetiH andthiok^ 
himfelf obliged tx»'Chem> for the Ufeiwhich- 
they' ii^ake (^ tbofe Gifts; If heh^lds the. 
firft, fecond, tenths or hundredth Rank, 
aoion^ xhok ffiyo endeavour at die fkm^ 
DefigiH thefe are Coofiparifoaa^ whicte 
he is far fram entering intOt and it is 
vp Pleafure to him to be eatertMo^df a* 
boat th6iB» ' 

€ne felf'Opprmng Hour whole Tears out-weight 
Offufid SiarerSy and rf loui Huxzcfs* V.246« 

This 19 very true, with regard to a re a- 
ibnable Manf t but if the Author pretends 
that with niany People the Joy of feeing; 
tjiemfejves api^uded by gieat Nundberst 
and cbofe 4:oo not the moft difcerning^ fo 
far from being fuperior, is not ecpial to tho 
Bleafure of a wi& Man, he may find him* 
Sdi miftaken. As loi^ as Folly lafks^ and 
as long as there are People to^ cheriih ir^ 
its Fits will be miich more lively dian 
die Satisfadions of a wife Man. Confidcr 
ft Company of Debauchees^ finging^ and 
giving them&lves up to every thing that 

ferves 



Mr^ovt^s EjUTayym Man. i(» 

ferves to inflame their Delires. Perhaps 
you might notdefire to refemWe them;. 
but if you prefer a frugal Table, and a 
peaceable Converfation to their Feafts, it 
is only becaufe your Duty does not fuf- 
fcr you to tafte the more lively Pleafures 
of Senfuality. Ifthefe Pleafures were in 
reality lefs, there would not be any Merit 
in refufing them. Fahricius did not prefer 
his Turnips to the mod exquifite Viands 
of Pyrrbus^s Table, becaufe he found they- 
had a better Tafte, but becaufe he preferred' 
his Duty to the Pleafqres of his Palate* 
P^rrbus's Courtiers on the contrary, prcr 
ferr'd the Pleafure and Honour of eat- 
ing at his Tabic much before their Duty^ 
and had not fo much as any Notion tit 
the Preference « that Fahricius made. . . 

The Preference of the . one was 
much more valuable than that of the o- 
ther : But to know which of them tookt 
the greateft F3eafure in their Choice, .is: 
what I cannot decide. \ :i 

I jf order to know too whether ' 

* * 

. more true. Joy MzrcAlyjiS exiPd feels 

Than Cseiar with a Smieat his Heels^ V. 24?^^ 

k 
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k 19 neceflary to have been both C^/ar 
and Mareellus in their Tunis, or been able 
to have looked inca dieir Souls, and 
weigh'd the Degree) of their Pleafui!es.r 
This depends c«i the Manner ih whick 
we look upon Things. One Man is fen* 
llble of his Duty, another does not crou« 
ble himfelf aboot it ; one is diftruftful of 
himfelf) the other feari nodiing^ aild hi% 
Pleafures cannot be diftof bM by any Ap-. 
j^rehenHons. Soch^ ^zr Cafaf^ and hf» 
f ranquiUity was one Caufe of his Ruin* . 

Jn Parts fuperior what A^ntage lies f 
'Telt(for you cany what i$ iltobewifif V.2Sj.' 

Mr Fcpe learned of lAra^e die Art of 
jlcai£b)g with fo^muchr Addre&the Lord- 
who honours htm with hk Friend(hip. 

SvPBRiOR Talents may be the Source 
oi a great many Pleafures. Firft' of ail 
they contrtboQe to enlighten us^ and the 
Knowledge of Trmfh is a Happinefs the^ 
mod: conformable to out Natu^ and moft 
worthy our Attachment. If great Talents, 
and a very extenfive Genius, make us 
forefee'that we have much to feai*, the;^ 
InitruA us no lefs furely in tEe Certainty 

of 
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of wfaac ynf hftve leariu \ otherwife what 
would ^tud)^ ngnify i of what Ufe would 
it he to make Books f Does the great 
Talents iv!hich Mf P:ope has in making 
V)erfeS9 amount ooly to teaching him how 
little he underitaoc^ of it? If the ESc&s 
of this Tafient Md been fuch, it woul^ 
ttam figoified i^othmg but to decei^re him^^ 
HM^ ^uod depHvie his Country of the Plea« 
fiflfe of n:ading his Poetry. 

NoTHiKC k better judgM than the 
Remark of Mr Z>^ Reaumur^ (Vol III. de 
THiT des Inf.) Sht^U wj;ive mrfelves up to a 
Mai j(g;n0ram(j Wcaufe it is not f^rmiUed 
us to know alii vsj^ hut a v€ry little ? Our 
Eyes cannot rettcb the Parts of tbofe ^reat 
. OlyeSfs which adorn the Heavens^ nor even 
' the Parts of Objects upon Earthy wbicA 
are at a moderate Diftance from itSj yet 
neveribelefs we epjoy the Pleafure that our 
Eyes afford us^ in giving us at Jeajl a bet^ 
ter yhv) ^ the Bodies which furround us. 

When Mr Pifpe intimates that fee- 
ing idl others Emits (v»252.) is anElfedof 
fuperior Parts, he confounds Abi^fe with 
Ufe, and diat which is done with that 
which ai^bt to be done. It is an ill 

Cha- 
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Charaftcr to take Pleafure in elcaggera^ 
ting the Faults of others. A Perfon of 
this Difpofition either puts a wrong Sdife 
on what he read^, in order to find Fault 
with it, or if he has the unhappy Talent of 
writuig elegantly, either in Profe or Verfe^ 
upon the Faults bf others^-and of ^cagge- 
fating them, he flieds the Poifon of his ill 
Nature into the Hearts of thofe who hear 
or read him. He teaches them to ihut 
their Eyes upon the Obligations they arc 
under to the reft of Mankind, and to for- 
get the Value of thofe Favours which God 
has beftow*d on them. There arc fome Men 
in whole Sight all amounts to juft no- 
thing. Their Works are read with Plea* 
fure, becaufe they flatter the Malignity 
and Ingratitude of the human Heart: But 
their Converfation is troublefome. They 
are amufing Authors, but difagreeablc 
Neighbours-* 

I N the next Place, the more our Ta- 
lents inftruft us, and give us a Strength 
of Mind, the better do they teach us to 
behave ourfelves well. 

Lastly, if we perceive that the Ufe 
of thefe may render us ufeful to others, 

wc 
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we devote them to their Service ; if their 
Defigns be not anfwer'd with Succefs, we 
ftill enjoy our Talents, together with that 
Pleafure, which flows from the Remem- 
brance of a generous Zeal, and difintereflr 
ed Intentions. 

If, during the Life of fome one of the 
Succeflbrs of Juguftusy certain Friends of 
the ancient Liberty had form'd a be- 
fign of re-eftabli(hing the Authority of 
the People and Senate, and that their 
Talents did not meet with Succefs, provi- 
ded they had been punifli'd only by a 
Ihort Exile, the Satisfaftion of having had 
fuch lawful Intentions and of having ven- 
tured fo bravely would have ferved them 
inftead of Succeft. 

But if, after the Re-eftablifhment of 
Liberty, fome ingenious Man of an en - 
terprifing Spirit, crafty, and a Lover of 

Difturbance and Intrigues, had formed a 
Defign of retaining the delpotic Govern- 
ment, which might feem ritDre agreeable 
to his own Intereft, and that his Projeft 
turn'd only to his Confufion ; would 
this Confufion prove againft the Ufe or 
Abufe of fupcrior Parts ? 

T Whew 
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When Mr Po^ey in order to prove 
that even fuperior Parts contribute but 
little to our Happinefs, gives an Inftance 
in his Hero and Friend, who did not reap 
an Advantage from his, proportionable 
to their Extent : This Proof has a very 
great Defcft, for it proves too much. 
If we admit it as folid, we mull make 
h reach to Virtue itfelf. The firft Brutus 
had an extreme Averfion for Tyranny, 
and a great Zeal for the Liberty of his 
Fellow Citizens : Thefe are very valua- 
ble Virtues, What Advantage did he 
gain from them ? The Sight of both 
his Sons expiring under the Rod and 
Ax, and the Lofs of his own Life in the 
firft Battle which was fought in the 
Caufe of X-'iberty againftdefpotic Power. 
And the fecond Brutus^ as he was dying, 
complairi'd that Virtue, which he had al- 
ways ador'd, was only a fine Chimera, 
without any Reality, Thofe will be dif- 
a'ppointed of their Expecflation who ad- 
here to Virtue, with a View to the Ad- 
vantages they may reap froni it in this 
Life. We muft go further, if we would 
give it Refolution. Bring 

f Painful Prehcminencc, ^f . V. 257, 
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Bring then thefe Bleffings to a jlri5l Account^. 
Male fair DeduMions^fee to what they mount ^^q, 

Ver. 259, 

I T is abfolutely neceflary for one who 
would not do either an Hiftorian, or the 
Perfons whofe Lives he writes, Injuftice, to 
be thoroughly inftruded in the Motives 
and Circumftances, and, in a Word, in- 
the Reafons of both Sides. *Tis this, 
which obliges mQ to Silence upom this Pa- 
ragraph. I will content myfelf with a* 
Remark upon the following Words : 

Theremin the, richy the honour" dyfanC d^ andgreat^ 
Bee thefalje. Scale of Happinefs compleat ! 

Ver. 277. 

There 1% not one of thefe Bleflings, but 
what may contribute to our Happinefs,. 
even Fame itfelf 5 for (fays Mr Pope 
V. 41.) 

TVho moji to Jhun or hate Mankind pretend^. 
Seek an Admirer^ or would fix a Friend, 
Abjlra^ what others feely what others thinly. 
All Pleafures ficken^ and all Glories fnk. 

But the general Error of all who flat- 
ttr thcnifelvcs that they fliall receive Be^f 

T 2 neEt. 
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nefit from thefe Advantages, is, that they 
feek a compieat Happinefs in them ; ' this 
fs one of the firft Remarks which I made 
you on this Subje£t of Happinefs. 

Enow then this Truths enough for Man to knoix;^ 
Virtue alone is Happinefs below ^ Verfe 300. 

It is not poflible to paraphrafe this Truth 
with greater Elegance than Mr Pope does 
through all this Period. There is only 
fbme Poetical Exaggeration in thefe two 
Verfes ; ^ 

And where no WantSy no Wijhes can remain j 
Since but to wijb more Virtue j is to gain. V. 3 1 6, 

Ic is certain that the very afpiring to a 
greater Degree of Virtue is an Effcft of 
Virtue: But we are not arrived to that 
Degree the Moment we wifli for it ; we 
muft take pains to acquire it, and great 
Efforts are often neceflary to fur mount 
the Obftacles which oppofe themfelves to 
it. The Bad muft tnifs *this Happinefs, 
that is very true ; on the contrary, the 
Good untaught will find it^ this is faying 
too much. I muft make ufc of very great 
Efforts to follow Mr Pope in that Chain, 

that 
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that links the immenfe Deftgn^ and to karn>, 
Verfe 327, 

~— From the Union of the riftng IVhoUy. 
^e firji^ Iqft Purpofe of the human Soulj 

--, TVhere Faithy Law^ Morals all hegany 

All end in Love of God, and Love of Man; 

'Tis in vain that. Mr P(?p^adds,' that, as^ 
foon as a Ferfon is enter'd into thU. 
Syftem 

For him akne^ Hope leads from Gile to Goky. 

And opem flill^ and opens on his Soul ; 

Ttll lengthened on to Faith, and unconfin^d^ 

It pours the Blifs that^ fills up all the Mnd^ 

Ver. 331, fcfri. 

Teonfefs, Sir, that Ifind my feif inca- 
pable of following Mr Pope in the Flight 
that he takes. My Imagination -would 
fain yield to the Pomp of his Words* 
but my Underftanding refufes it, and 
cannot lay hold on juft Ideas to anfwer 
thofe Words; I muft confefs too that I 
cannot even* believe that Mr P^/<? experf- 
enccd the extatic Motions that his Poetry 
defcribes to us : As far as I can fee, they 
cannot be any Thing but, either the Ef- 

fedt of a dull and-fervak knaginat-ion-j in- 

T 3 fatimed; 
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facuated with a Syftera to which it gives 
itfelf up, tho^ it does not underftand this 
Syftem i or of a more lively Genius, bat 
a Foe to aH Reftraint, and delighted 
with thinking that it would be a Weakr 
nefs to refled and difturb itfelf by Re- 
proaches for its Actions, be they of what 
Nature they wodd. I have read in zn 
Author called CufteleTj in a Book intitled 
E/^y on^ the Art of natural and artificial 
Rec^ningi being a Guide to the Principles of 
univerfal Knowledge ; I remember to have 
read in this Book an extatic Defcription 
€>f the Raptures with which its Author 
knmeried himfelf in the Spinozian Sub- 
fiance of the Univerfal Being, delighted 
with his Syftem, where his wandering and 
difturbM Imagination fought its Happir 

I T is in>poffible to perfimdc me that, 
fince the Ufc of Tobacco in Snuff and 
Smoaking, brought from America to Eu* 
rope^ one Pinch of this Snuff, or one 
Puff of this Smoak, fhould enter into the 
great Chain, be united to the reft of the 
Univerfc, and carry its Infhicnces as far 
as the Planets of S^jirius^ 

I 
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I THINK I have a Right to make ano-* 

ther Remark in this Place : // is, that alt 

the Pleafure with which we read what 

Mr Jh>pe has fo elegantly writ on the 

Beauty, Value, and EfFedls of Virtue,. 

pleafes only by its Conformity with the 

ordinary Ideas of common Senfe. It is 

difficult to bear ourfclves up continually^ 

in metaphyfical Abftraftions. From time 

to time we return to Nature, and think 

and aft like free and aftive Creatures; 

and fuppofe thoie Men to whom we ad* 

drefs ourfelvesy. to be indued with the fame 

Faculties. ^ 

When Mr Pope reprefentsf Virtue as 
alone conftituting the Happinefs of Man^ 
or, at feaft, his greateft Happinefs, I 
think it would he Raflinels, Injuftice, 
and an Afirbnt to fay that he thinks difie- 
fcntly from what he (peaks. When he 
fuppofes then th^t the Univerfal C^ufe, 
in giving Life to all, both virtuous and 
Ticious, has divided Happineis in an e* 
qual Manner among^hem, and that Pride 
and Obftinacy fupply the Place of Merit 
inthofe who want it, in order to make 

poC- 
t His gfcatcft Virtm — his grcateft-B/eA> V. 340^ 
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their Ple^furc oqual to that of thofe wha 
poflefs greater Talents, and make a good 
Ufe of them : When he fuppofes all this» . 
I fay, he exprefies himfelf according ta 
the Syftem which he has a Delign to turn 
into Ridicule, and to expofe in Verfe, in^ 
order to make that Ridicule appear in 
the (Ironger Light ; for in this Syftem the^ 
Vicious who believe it, enjoy Peace, 
and have nothing to reproach themfelves 
with ; every thing which they have, done is 
RiGHT,and fo conne&ed to the Good of 
ihcWbole^ that if it had fail!d there,, the 
Univerfe would have been too imperfed a 
Work, and not worthy enough of its eter- 
nal Author. 

Self 'love thuspufh^dto focialj to divine jV.'^j^^. 
Giv/s thee to make thy Neighbour's BleJJing thine. 
It this too little- for the houndlefs Heart ? 

Grafp the whole Worlds ofReafon^ Life and Senfe 
In one clofe Syjlem of Benevolence. 
Happier as kinder in whatever Degree^ 

And heighth ofBlifs but heighth ofCHARITr. 
My Charity is not capable of extend- 
ing fo far. Ignoti nulla' Cupido. I muft 
know in order to love: I fhould be afraid 
in extending my Charity fo ar, I might 

be 
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lofe Sight of thofe to whom k ought to 
be apply'd, and imitate the Fault of a 
Perfon, who, out of a Zeal for his Coun- 
trymen, fliould let his Eftate fall to De- 
cay, and ruin his Family by entirely de« 
voting his Time to form political Projefts* 
It muft be confeffed, diar MrPope's Vir- 
tuehas made a very rapid and great Pro- 
grefs from his firft Epiftle to this fourth. 
At firft he refufed his Charity, even to the 
Sovereigns of the Earth, in order to in- 
dulge himfelf in a Pleafure not very mo- 
ikft, namely, that of ccnfurmg and de^. 
fpifing them. They are however to be 
pitied J for if they have Failings, how 
many Perfons are they furrounded with 

ftojn their In&ncy, wbisie only Buflne/s^ 
h to produce thofe Failings, ^sid confirm 
them in them, fome with Defign, and 
others out of Ignorance ? The Concern 
which ought to be had for the Happinefs 
of Society, which the Virtues of Govec-^ 
Bors have fo great an Influence on, 
fhould engage every reafonable Man to 
negleft nothing which may contribute ta 
give them right Notions, and, above all, 
ihould take care not to irritate them. It 

is 
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is with Difficulty that People liften to 
thofe by whom they think themfelves, ei- 
ther deipifed, or infulted. But this Cha* 
rity of Mr Pop^ which i/r as fo reft rained 
at firft, very foon gets to extend itfelf be- 
yond the Stars. 

A T laft Mr Tope defcends from the 
Stars, and returns into the Society of us 
Mortals, He had reckoned Fame as no- 
thing (v. 227, 6fO but in the laft Page he 
thinks fit to regard and give it a Place. 

.0 / while along the Stream of Time j thy Name , 
Expanded JlieSy and gathers all its Fame^ ^ 

Sayyjhallmy little Bark attendant faily 
Purjiie the Triumph^ and partake the Gale ?" 

If I have fucceeded, and have enter'd 
into the true Sentiments of Mr Pape^ by 
ccMiceiving him remote from a Syftem 
which appears to me a horrible CoUcdioa 
of Reveries, I promife myfelf that he 
will think himfelf oWig'd to me ; and if I. 
am miftaken in my Conjedlures, and that 
the Syftem which I have endeavoured to^ 
oppofe out of Zeal for him, is in Reali-' 
ty his own Syftem, he cannot take it ill 
G^ me,, without renouncing bis Principles^ 

for 



il/r Po p eV Ejffay on Man, 115 
or, according to him, all that I have 
thought, and all that I have written 
inevitably to come pafs. Both hi? 
Work and mine enter eflentially into the 
great Chain. The Event proves this, 
and if either of us had forborn writing, 
there would have been a Void, an Inter- 
ruption in the Chain and Springs, from 
whence great Mifchiefs might have arofe, 
fince the whole Univerfe would have felt 
it. So that.the Charity with which Mr 
Pope embraces the whole,, muft induce 
him to congratulate me, himfelf, and all 
Beings upon my having taken up the Pen 
to write my Reflexions upon his Poem. 
. Indeed I am very fenfible of his Li- 
berality, in lavillaing the Epithets of 
proud^ blind, and mad, upon thofe who are 
not of the fame Opinion as himfelf. But 
as for me, I take them for poetical Expref- 
fions ; and as for him, he is obliged by hfs 
Syftem to look upon my Pride, and Folly, 
and Blindnefs, as real Bleflings, eiTential to 
the Univerfe, fince it would be an imper- 
fed Work, if there was any one Thing 
wanting of all' that we fee in it. 

But 
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But however Mr Popi may think fit 
to look on this little Work of mine, if it 
fhould ever fall into his Hlands, I fhalt 
always have the Satisfadioh of remem- 
bering that 1 have intereftedmyfelf in hi$ 
Honour, which yet muft amount to no* 
thing with the real and true Dtfciples of 
that Sy ftem which I have oppbfed. No one 
of them has been inftrufted by Mr Popei 
neither their Eyes nor Ears have undcr- 
ftood any thing of his Verfes. . The Souls 
which accompanied the Machines that 
read them, receivM no fort of Imprcffion, 
any more than one Pendulum by the 
Window is direfted by another which 
touches the Door. The Notions and Sen- 
timents of Meafures, Rythm^, Verfes, 
and, in a Word, Ideas exadly refembling 
Mr Pope'sj arofe in the Souls of thofc 
Machines who have read his Poem, with- 
out his having in any Manner contributed 
to produce in them either the Senfation 
of Sound, the Idea of Verfes, or the un- 
derftanding of their Signification. A 
great Number of Links, all connefled 
with the univerfal Chain, .determined a 
very great Number of E»gli/i Souls to 

turn 
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turn Poets by the Conformity of their I- 
d^as and Sentiments with what was exci- 
ted in the Soul of Mr Pope , and be- 
fides this, they fancy'd themfelves to have 
received from him what they received 
fFom an innumerable and unavoidable 
Succeffion of Combinations. 

Thvsj Sir^ I have given you an In- 
ftance of my Readinefs to oblige you, by 
writing you my Reflexions on Mr Pope's 
Eflay. I will further add a Converfa- 
tion whidh 1 had with a young Gentle- 
man , who had been fomewhat perplexed 
by reading certain Paffages of the Syftem, 
and by the Refpcift he had for one of its 
Defenders. Do not you agree^ faid he to 
me, that the Night ferves to heighten the 
Splendour of the Day ? And why Jhould not 
the Deformity of Vice he necejfary to fet off 
the Beauty of Virtue? Nothing, anfwer'd I, 
is more unrcafonable than a Comparifon 
eftabliih'd upon a pretended Relation 
between Objefts quite different from thofe 
that are really united. The Night has 
its Beauties very worthy of their Author. 
Its Coolnefs is entirely neccfTary for the 
Ea-rth. Will any one dare to fay, that 
'the Advantages, which refult to Man- 

U kind 
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kind from Vice, are of the fame Nature ? 
It will fignify nothing for you, to iayt 
that the Deformity of Vice ferves to fet 
the Charms of Virtue in a flrQi^pr Light. 
Vice is not deform'd, if it .be, a^^w^U as 
Vir.tuc, the Work of the wiiy;$rfal;C^uXe, 
and, *t is the Ignorance of M^n that gives 
it this Title of dcform'd. Suppofe' a. 
Man coming back from a long Voyage^ 
who had Jiv*d for fome Years in a Coun- 
try fuch as that of the Illinoif *, whofe.Cu- 
iloms and Ricligion are to be.rea^ in a 
little Work, intitled, ^f^ EJfay on Provi-^ 
deuce. This Traveller relates to us, that 
Treafon, Violence,. Lying, and De- 
bauchery, are Things unknown jn that 
Country ; that Honefty , Sincerity, 
an obliging Carriage, Sobriety, Contir 
nence, and Fidelity, arq become fo ha- 
bitual, that no one deviates from them. 
Will you give him for Anfwer, ^* A- 
las 1 what an unhappy Country is this ! 
Virtue can neither be known, or valued 
there. How were you able to bear the 
Fatigue of fo uniform a Life ? For my 
Part I muft live in great Cities, I muft 

be- 



* The I//inou are a People of N^rflf Amerka. 



Mr Pop e V EJjfay on Man. 2\^ 

bthold People hang'd, and rack^'d, and 
hear Trials fill'd with Infamy, Abomi- 
nations, Poifonings, Murders. After 
this 'I go^ with the greater PJeafore inta» 
the Company of a good Man ; I liften' 
ta his* Difcourfes upon Virtue with the 
greater Attention. The Ideas which I 
have been revolving in my Mind, and 
with which my Imagination was ftruck, 
are an //^/^r/^i^ that exdtes my Appetite 
for Goodftefs : It is with this View, that 
the ^Creator of the Univerfe has difplay*d 
all his Power, to' people the Earth with 
Vices and vicious Perfons, and to inter- 
fperfe them in fuch great Numbers. Let 
ufi then look with Pleafure and Approba- 
tion^ upon every thing that is^ and Jet our 
Charity, inftead of being confin'd to the 
Virtuous, extend fo far aS to love and 
embrace both the Vicious and their Vices, • 
which are Pieces • altogether neceffary to 
the Perfeftioh of thi Univerfcv * 

. A: CERTAIN' Father, a. very good . 
Man, has fix Sorts, four of which are ve- 
ry virtuous. The univerfal Caufe, in or. 
der ip : increafe ; the Pleafure that their ^ 
Father finHs id the Viriiae .6f thiefe four» . 

-: \ U 2 takes 
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takes care to create a Wickedoefs in the 

other two, which bringjs one of them to 

the Gallows, and the other to the Rack. 

Is there a Father in the World, who 

would 6nd it agreeable to have his Plea- 

fure' afilfted and increaled in fuch a Man* 

ner as this ? 

Whoever has Need of the Profpefk 

of Vice, in order to render the Beauty of 

Virtue more k)vely to him, and the Pof- 

feifion of it moire lively and agreeable, 

has no fort of Difpofition either for the 

Knowledge or Love of Virtue. 

. It is difficult, not to fay impoffible, to> 

pleafe all the World, Some Perfons of • 

Merit, who had read Mr Po^t^^ Effs^yy 

came into my Study, and^ after having 

read there fome Part of my Examination,. 

feem'd greatly offended that I had un» 

dertaken to apologize for Mr Pope. Can 

any one be fo blind, f^id they,, as not to^ 

be convinced of Mr Popd*& EtefigP) and 

his Errors ? I confef^'d to them, that . I 

did not find myfelf forced to imagine,. 

that perhaps in the main he thought rear 

fonably. It feemM ta me, that good 

Breeding; aidvisM me to iCi hue I did not' 
> per- 
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perceive, that it commanded me. I did 
jj.^ec^ufe J^^had a Mind to it, I was de- 
teicmirk'i by a Choice- enl:irely free, . and 
in that I* found an indubitable Proof of 
my Libisrty. ^ . • 

/ Ij.^om-p not have fuch a. Power^. an^ 
fwtr'.don^ qf ^^ly. Friends. T -I have reac^ 
^t JPop^^ ,3Eflay,,,and I never had great- 
c^iNeed; of Patience. I ufed many En- 
deavours (o find fome reafonable Senfe in 
5c, bat :tO no Purpofe ; fometimes I lit 
^pQn -fopbiftical Diftin6l,ibns, fometimes 
:Upop cOncradidory Antithefes,. and tome- 
!(ii9e;^Mpon Dcciiions, equally bold, and 
^'mthooc Proofs, and,, in a word, fome- 
dnnies upon long. Periods fillM with pom- 
.'POqsf^pnfenfc. . I may fay, however, that 
iLhorfe. very patiently the frequent and 
obliging. :Titles of froud, blind and Footy 
.which fee gives to all who do not believe 
his Notions, and by which he would in- 
vite,; and even force them to be inftrudled,, 
and think like him. 

As there is nothing more oppofite to » 
,his. Syftem than that of Chriftianity^ if 
• one Ihould ask theDifciples he may have 
, made, th? . Profclytes he may have per- 

U 3 fiiadedi, 
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fua^ed, how it comes th« ft>f dghttfeff 
Ages there hiave been Chriftiaiis «pon thte 
Earth ? They muff anfwer, if they aref 
well ctlablifli'd in the Hypothefe, that 
God was happily and unavoidably deter- 
tnih'd, by the Excellence of his-NaturCy 
to inake ^ Moiiade the moft perk6i that 
could be, knd that, in order ^to give k thh 
high Degree of Pcrfcftion, it wasneceflSi^ 
rily requiCte that' the liipreme andUDiver* 
fal Caufe (hould create proud, blind, and 
mad Men df all Sorts/ If we contimie r^ 
afk them. Where are then the Mckieff^ the 
LearAed and the Wife? Amongft us, ^ wiM« 
they ahfwer. The proud Believer lays. 
That for his Part he is willing & adter^ 
to rcveaPd "Knowledge, and even to facb^ 
Knowledge as is within the Reach of his Ca-^ 
pacity, leaving fecret things to God, which 
he does not indulge himftlf in an Indinati- 
oh to penetrate into. But as to os, who are 
'truly humble and modeft, we make it oifr 
Obligation to found thie Depths of God, 
the infinite Being, in order to find there the 
Neceflity of giving Birth, univerfally, ta 
all that exifts, and even of making all Mea 
the Gift of Pride, in a Dofe propor tioilM 

to 
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ttj the Wa'nr their FoUy has of it, iftor-^ 
dtr to 'comfort it for it^ Weakncfsri 
Here I interrupted hinii WUl ymi not m^ 
pite^ faid I, the Care wincb be iakei i<ff 
jput us on a Level ^witb Btutw'AnmaU^ t^ 
bis MoSefij ? But he ftUl perilled m be* 
ISeving, that he did it ojit of-a Motivtt 
of Senfualicy, and Zeal- ft>r the ancie^ 
Religion, which, was commbti to^ Beads* 
and Men. I fhould never have done, if 
1 would write you all the Convierfiitioa 
we held on this Subjeft, during the re-. 
Inaining Part of the Day. If he could 
write Verfes, 1 bdieve^he would cempoft 
an Anti-Pope^ as a very great Man drd- 
an Anti' Lucretius \ of which the Public 
has fcen fonie Part, which make Peo- 
ple of Tafte very much long for the 
WJiole. 

No, faid my zealous Friend (who wants 
nothing but Rhyme to make him a Poet) 
i cannot think, without Indignation, that 
any one Ihould take pleafure in reading 
the moft venerable Expreflions profaned.^ 
Faith to hz called an Affent and an ob- 

r 

ftinate Adherence to a Syftem of Reve- 
ries, and abfalutely wtthouc Probability 

or 
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or;ErDof; T/^tf, .the; Per fyafipn, o^ ^^$^ 
^Iways a Mofiade^^ diat ^ is. jCa faj^,, ^.)fi W^ 
pic Subftancc, \ in whpljChjrliiiagjnationiSi 
that have an harmonipus Relation xo fame 
0rg^iz-edrBpdy-^> ihall fuccte4 one after 
aiv>tter* Cl^itf^ ^ pn ^ff^iofa ,,fbr all the 
invifib)e;.SjC^i9gs whfdbi, pi}): ^tie jMac^ioe^. 
^f bothVirt-HQu^jS^nd V^ciou§ iifitoplayi, 
I PB i^ OE iViB tba? ^y; ; W6f k i^^rcajfjf 
?nrhile I arn writing, therefore X will not 
add a great many other Refle(5lions, which 
have occurf'^ to n>y,,Mind,.vJnd' V|hic]^ 
continually! prefcnt tl^f^elyes 5:0 n;^e«\f 
rcferve , them for. a larger Wprk,. : iiji 
which « I defiga to. revenge Geometry^ 
for the Affront that has been given to it 
by a long Chain of Sophifms being ranged 
after the Mapncr. of Jts , Prppofitiori?, 
Theorems, and Definitions* .) 

, I, wiLt yconchidc then y?ith pnp Re- 
mark, which isy That of all Syftem^, th^t 
of tht LethnUzians furnifhes the . moft 
Proofs of? the Univerfe*s being made.fpr 
^^an; a.Prcfumptton which Mr., Po^e 
.fceips fo greatly offendedr with* ,. ^ ^.:.^\ 
. Th^, Earth, frop Age,to .i\jge,. .a^ 
ifirom Time to' Time,, whofe Origin,, ac- 
cording 
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cording to thcfe; Gentlemen^ . is hid from 
U5« has beeft peopled with Machines^ 
which are called human Bodies ; and the 
Univerfe has been > conftituted from ics. 
Original in fucba Manner, and fuch an- 
Irajpulfe has- been inhpr^flTed on the feveral- 
Parts that compofc it, thai; by virtue of 
this Conftruftion,' and this fipft Irapulfe^' 
and its neceffary Confequences, thefcMa** 
chines, <the human Bodicsi punftually ex^^ 
eftute all the Volitions of: certam Mo* 
ne^(}es, or humaa' Souls^ let them be vHiat 
they will, virtuous or vicious, in Order 
or Diforder, conform or contrary to Na» 
tare, reafeniEible: or extravagant, eftima^' 
bt6 or criminal : horrid; infamous, fiy^' 
virtue-oF the' Gonftitution 6f riic Uni*-: 
▼erie, aDd the Connection of. all its 
Parts, the Machines of the human Body. 
are under a Neceffity c^ executing thefoN 
Volition^ as ejTa&ly .aa if therafelves\di^. 
refted *hcm. Thus the whole .Univerfe is' 
foVffied to be fabfenrieiit fohietimes . toi 
the Wants, and at others to the Extra-; 
ragancies of us' Monades, triiofe Life 
^s Ui ft donmnoal Uloliom : > 
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' We might carry this Reftfoning farther, 
and a Man, treated by. Mr Pope with 
the Exprdlions of littk^ hlindy and weak 
Beings might afiiwcr, •^ You wliocriiicile 
** on me do not coiifidfer wha«:you fey* ^^ 
•* AH the Thoughts of 'us little Moiiades : 
*^ al*e Links ind Springs, that: fcpvc to 
*r keep upthe Movements and Order -of: 
** the fVbok. If I;fliauld i^c it into! my • 
** head to have vfobet : Thoughte e^hcnr) 
this Wboli' requires; tiiad 0063) -iillLthQ: 
Ptey of this: great Machine .wpu^d.be- 
overfct by it,, there would be Links 
wanting to thefe Chain$v an^ ptrtaiiji. 
Springs would !bc pati;bUC'i<tf;JPl^y.** 
Wfll Mr P6fd mtxxc:Xh^^M(mM^^ ^y\ 
anfWcring^ O preJuffSptk9Us,)aifd:btii^iM9W 
nadei lear»y that ibwcbkjij^er d^f^rfpif^'d- 
ihyfelf^ but been deierminld.alffKiyiiiy i^i<rrl 
nal Catffes, unknown to, tbet^ . bttf tfi wkfcby^ 
neur4belefsi tbou. art inevit^bfyJiiii^^Aiii^ 
*Tis:thus that' thcrSy ft emi 'if Eat^y i«ft4- 
that of IrreligiotL Jend!on^ aiObti^na' ma?r 
t^ial Defence. : r. , , 

: But tho^ it be dembtiftrdted, .tbut ^ 
Overthrow of: R«iigiQai.:.iW:tthfi /flaiarnlj 
Cohiequence of this Syftem, ** What 

*^ do 
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*^ do you concern yolirfelf about? fay they^ 
*' Have not you -read, in-^Monf. Bailie^ 
\^ that Men are guided by Paflion, ^ and 
^« not Ideas ?^ Were /you .not charm'd with 
*' the Pifture'he has given;- of a Society 
f off AthYiftiS^!']TtiL Tikve ^read, .Sir, 
what Ihave. wrote uppn this Subject, in 
my Exnmiputi&kof Pyfrhonifm. I ^amJiot 
•^orasui that the\having ia fincereiPeiifiisu 
fion :of (Religion is enouj^^ to m%ke^ -& 
Pertbni be efteetn^d^ by thefe Gerfl^leroen^ 
to harvfe bttt a very low Uiidcrflartding. ^ 
am not at ail ihaken by (his,.;|uid indeed 
look updn being contemned by them s^s a 
walHohoaf* 
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In the Trefs, 

• • 

ITranffated likewife from the Frencb 

of Mr Croulaz. 

A COMMENTARY on Mr 
J\ TOTEs 'Princ^lss of Mo*, 
ralttyy or, EJfay on Man^ ^^ ^■ 
more mmutd Enquiry into the 1^ts» 
idency of the iaid ;Frinciplfia, .otcaS.- 
oood by a Letter wVitteo to Mt C^aa^ 
/^«, conoerniog hi$ E^taauiucioQ. 

To which are added^ 

The Abbe du RefnePs Ptdmii^. 
nary Difcourfe on Englljh and French 
Poetry, and Ibme curfory Oblcrvati- 
ons by the Tranflator. 

N. Bl As the Commentary is built 
upon the Abbe du Refnel's Tranfla- 
tion of the El&y into French Verft, 
the entire Tranflation is inferted, with 
an interlirifeary Englijh Verfion, exad- 
ly correfpondent to the French j for 
the Ule of thofe who do not under- 
ftand that Language, or are newly 
engaged in the Study of it* 



